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FOREWORD 

I am pleased to put into the hands of readers Volume-6; Issue-5: 2024 (September - October 2024) of “Journal 

of Humanities and Education Development (JHED) (ISSN: 2581-8651)”, an international journal which 

publishes peer reviewed quality research papers on a wide variety of topics related to, Humanities and Education 

development. Looking to the keen interest shown by the authors and readers, the editorial board has decided to 

release print issue also, journal issue will be available in various library also in print and online version. This 

will motivate authors for quick publication of their research papers. Even with these changes our objective 

remains the same, that is, to encourage young researchers and academicians to think innovatively and share their 

research findings with others for the betterment of mankind. This journal has DOI (Digital Object Identifier) 

also, this will improve citation of research papers. 

I thank all the authors of the research papers for contributing their scholarly articles. Despite many challenges, 

the entire editorial board has worked tirelessly and helped me to bring out this issue of the journal well in time. 

They all deserve my heartfelt thanks. 

Finally, I hope the readers will make good use of this valuable research material and continue to contribute their 

research finding for publication in this journal. Constructive comments and suggestions from our readers are 

welcome for further improvement of the quality and usefulness of the journal. 
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Abstract 

In Middle Eastern geopolitics, Iran’s use of proxy forces has become an important strategy that shapes the region and 

challenges traditional ideas about deterrence and stability. By strategically placing armed groups across Iraq, Syria, Lebanon 

and Yemen, Iran exercises influence over these territories that often blur the boundary between state and non-state actors. This 

complex web of alliances raises critical questions: Is Tehran’s approach a calculated attempt to deter enemies while projecting 

power? Or is it just a recipe for more destabilization in an already volatile area? In this review article we will examine Iran’s 

proxy strategy closely looking at its historical background, motivations behind it as well as implications on both regional 

security and international relations; we will see whether this is a style in the Iranian political structure for security 

maintenance- like or unlike the styles in the American Politics1[1]  

Keywords— Regional Conflicts, Regional powers, Main Actors, Iran, Proxies, World Powers, Middle Powers 

 

I. INTRODUCTION 

As World War II came to an end, the issue of proxy groups 

became widely used in political literature, and proxy 

conflicts became a common event in international relations. 

Proxy conflict is the sharing of the costs of war in order to 

minimize its costs to taxpayers, politicians, and the 

domestic military. Proxy conflict can be considered a 

cooperative war in which a degree of strategic and 

operational cooperation is seen between ordered and 

disordered forces. In proxy conflicts, instead of going to war 

with each other directly, the involved powers try to weaken 

the faced government or put pressure on it by providing 

financial support, supplying weapons, along with 

propaganda, from other countries or armed groups that are 

at war with the opposite government or its allies. In fact, due 

to the high political, economic, and human costs of war, the 

parties try to attack the other side and pursue their interests 

through the support of third parties and governments. 

Andrew Mumford (2013) in his article called “Proxy 

Warfare and the Future of Conflicts”, believes that in a 

 
1 Aghili Dehnavi, E., & Fiedler, R. (2024). The Styles in the American Politics Volume II, Conservative Think tanks and their Foreign Policy: A 
Booklet (1st ed., Vol. 2). Tredition. 
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/379449531_The_Styles_in_the_American_Politics_Volume_II_Conservative_Think_Tanks_an
d_Their_Foreign_Policy_A_Booklet 

bipolar world, the high costs of military conflict between 

two superpowers and avoiding a nuclear war that could lead 

to the complete destruction of both, lead them to the use of 

cheaper methods of confronting each other. In this regard, 

proxy forces were employed as a seemingly safer way of 

continuing hostilities. The Iraq war against Iran was the 

only war that Saddam imposed on Iran on behalf of both 

superpowers and with the aim of restraining the movement 

of the Islamic revolution. 

Abolhasan Shirazi (2015) in an article titled "Measuring the 

Impact of the Competitive Element on the Proxy Wars of 

Iran and Saudi Arabia" writes that a proxy war takes place 

to expand influence in a common competitive environment. 

In other words, the warring parties try to advance their 

conflict in their external geopolitics, and according to an 

unwritten agreement, they avoid tension and conflict in their 

internal geopolitics and control it as much as possible. 

However, the difference between the soft and hard power of 

the two countries can also be one of the reasons for the 

tendency to proxy wars. From the point of view of Roozbeh 

https://dx.doi.org/10.22161/jhed.6.5.1
https://theshillonga.com/index.php/jhed
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
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Parsapour (2015) in the article “Regional Proxy Wars and 

Greater Middle East Plan”, if it is assumed that country "A" 

is significantly more powerful than country "B", then 

country "B" considers the best option to confront with "A" 

in resorting to a proxy war. 

Another reason for resorting to proxy forces is the need for 

public opinion to support wars at the international level and 

to worry about global reactions if a country directly enters 

a war with another country. Thus, the important role of the 

media in American politics has been one of the main reasons 

for the popularity of proxy wars. Most of the time, after the 

occurrence of important wars, the American media started 

publishing anti-war views, which caused pressure on the 

government; therefore, countries that cannot provide the 

necessary justifications for public opinion to directly enter 

the war prefer to resort to proxy wars. 

In the post-Cold War era, proxy wars became more common 

and became an integral part of regional conflict in West 

Asia. In Moslinejad and Samadi's article (2018) entitled 

"Saudi Arabia's strategic policy in the geopolitical 

expansion process of the Middle East Crisis", it is pointed 

out that the United States, Saudi Arabia, and Israel have 

always accused Iran of conducting proxy wars as a tool for 

“issuing the Islamic Revolution”, "supporting international 

terrorism" and "spreading Shia". Moreover, the discourse of 

the Shiite Crescent, which was used by King Abdullah of 

Jordan, refers to the concept of the necessity of confronting 

Iran's ideological and identity role in the Arab countries of 

the Middle East. From the point of view of Americans, Iran 

is a force that disturbs regional stability, supports terrorism, 

and violates human rights, which seeks to expand its 

influence among Shiites in different regions of the world. 

These claims have caused the world-dominating powers to 

apply various pressure methods to reduce the power of Iran, 

including sanctions, taking advantage of reactionary Arab 

regimes, and utilizing proxy wars. In July 2006, the Zionist 

regime planned to take military action against Iran in order 

to change the balance of power in the region. However, the 

high cost of a direct war with Iran made the most important 

regional ally of Iran, Hezbollah, Lebanon, to be targeted. In 

this way, after the Cold War, the first proxy warfare in West 

Asia began with the aim of weakening the Islamic Republic 

of Iran, which is known as the 33-day military conflict. In 

addition, the Syrian war is the second largest war in the 

 
2 Dehnavi, E. A., & Adami, A. (2023, February 11). UAE foreign 
policy patterns after 2018 until now based on discourse analysis. 
https://www.multiresearchjournal.com/arclist/list-2023.3.1/id-
917 
3 Dehnavi, E.A. and Savoj, M., 2021. The Unification of the 
Phoenix and the Dragon: China, Iran, Middle East. tredition. 

region, which has been analyzed from its emergence as a 

proxy warfare against Iran and the Axis of Resistance. 

On the other hand, the motivational system of Islamic 

Republic rulers and the economic, military, and geopolitical 

capabilities of Iran, as well as the structure of the 

international system, have made foreign policy of Iran after 

the collapse of the bipolar international system, to employ a 

new strategy to secure national interests and defend its 

national security. In this regard, the mentioned issue 

includes the use of non-governmental allies active in the 

region, whose position in the decision-making process of 

the foreign policy of Iran has been increasing. 

Therefore, this research aims to know and realize why the 

tendency of the Islamic Republic of Iran is toward proxy 

groups after the end of the bipolar system. However, this 

issue allows for a better comprehension of Iran's foreign 

policy in West Asia. The main question raised in this 

research is what was the reason for the favor and attention 

of the Islamic Republic of Iran to proxy groups in the 

Middle East after the collapse of the bipolar system and 

what effect did these groups have on the national security 

of Iran and the power equations of West Asia region? The 

hypothesis of the research is that: “Iran, with a security-

oriented approach, following the aim of increasing strategic 

depth, and also with a benefit-oriented approach, trying to 

solve the paradox of de-escalation in international relations 

while maintaining ideals, seeks to support proxy groups in 

the region and the position of these groups in the Iranian 

foreign policy strategy is to institutionalize a kind of 

balance against the threats of enemies in the peripheral areas 

of the Islamic Republic of Iran. 

In other words, after the collapse of the bipolar system, the 

extent and severity of the threats from the United States to 

the national security of other countries is such that one actor 

alone will not be able to deal with it effectively and directly. 

Therefore, the formation and support of aligned groups in 

the region is a kind of asymmetric battle to defend the 

security and existence of the Islamic Republic against 

America's enmities; the use of proxies can also benefit the 

Iranian government in various areas of political and 

geopolitical scenarios, this technique can indirectly affect 

the neighboring countries’ foreign policy patterns2[2] 

towards cooperation3[3] or disintegration4[4]; we should not 

forget the fact that the over use of proxies might affect the 

4 Dehnavi, E. A., & Nourmohammadi, M. (2023, February 5). 
Factors of the prevalence of authoritarianism and the push on 
democratization in the Middle East. 
https://www.multiresearchjournal.com/arclist/list-2023.3.1/id-
890 
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presence of foreign forces in a region filled with tensions 

and rivalries5[5] 

 

II. GENERAL IMAGE OF THE IRAN’S 

PROXY STRATEGIES 

2.1) A strategy based on Deterrence  

Iran’s proxy strategy is a complex and multifaceted 

approach that has attracted significant attention and analysis 

from academics, policy-makers, and security experts. At its 

heart this strategy revolves around using non-state actors as 

well as militant groups to expand Iranian influence 

throughout the Middle East – often with geopolitical goals 

in mind. By nurturing ties with different factions such as 

Hezbollah in Lebanon or the Houthis in Yemen, Iran has 

created an effective network of proxies which can project 

power while maintaining plausible deniability. 

It is important to understand why Iran engages in proxy 

warfare; this tactic acts as a deterrence against perceived 

threats especially those coming from rivals like US 6[6] and 

Saudi Arabia, but at the same time, also allows Iran to 

participate in asymmetric warfare. Rather than deploying 

conventional military forces, these proxy groups are used 

by Iran for various reasons including destabilizing rival 

states, supporting aligned regimes and challenging other 

powers’ influences over regions nearby. Nevertheless, the 

consequences of this approach are not only limited to 

military clashes; The complex set of friendships and 

enmities created by Tehran raises serious concerns over 

what will happen in future as far as stability and safety in 

the Middle East are concerned and this can easily affect 

other aspects of the power equations in this region7[7].  

Before reviewing the main facets of such strategies, it is 

important to know the history behind the usages of the 

proxies; probing the history provide us with more options 

and shed light on our analysis.  

2.2) Theoretical Framework and Operational 

Definitions  

Deterrence vs. Destabilization: Defining the Terms 

To understand Iran's complex proxy strategy, it is crucial to 

define the terms "deterrence" and "destabilization," as they 

underpin the motivations and implications of Iran's actions 

 
5 Momeni, A.P.R. and Dehnavi, P.S.A., 2022. Analyzing the 
Presence of NATO in the Middle East. RES MILITARIS, 12(3), 
pp.3294-3310. 
6 Fiedler, R., & Dehnavi, E. A. (2024a). Navigating Engagement 
with Iran: Exploring US Strategies and Options: A Futuristic 
Scenario and Review. International Journal of English Literature 
and Social Sciences, 9(2), 109–113. 
https://doi.org/10.22161/ijels.92.18 

in the region; one should notice that notions like Deterrence 

and Destabilization are not fixed narrations and are subject 

to change and new readings8 [8]  

Normally, deterrence means scaring off an opponent from 

doing something by making them think about what could 

happen in return. With Iran, that means using proxy groups 

to build up a system of control and fear along various points 

where the country may be vulnerable to attacks on its 

national interests abroad. Tehran does this by backing 

militias or other organizations in places like Lebanon 

(Hezbollah) or Iraq (various Shiite factions), hoping they 

will deter U.S.-Israeli aggression — or any other kind of 

hostility. What's more is that not only does such an approach 

solidify the geopolitical limits of Iran but it also increases 

their ability to negotiate internationally because they know 

people need them for energy resources. 

On the other hand, Destabilization is the term used to 

describe acts that disrupt a region’s political or social order, 

often resulting in anarchy and violence. Moreover, what 

Iran does can be seen as another form of destabilization; 

through supporting groups acting as its proxies with the 

intention of weakening governments which it considers 

rivals and extending influence through creating power 

vacuums. In Syria for example, without Iran’s support, 

Assad would not have managed to remain in power thus 

giving them a base from where they can pursue their 

interests across the Levant – this country being very 

important as a conduit for Iranian aspirations within that 

region. Intervention like this only serves to heighten 

sectarian divisions, ignite civil wars and cause humanitarian 

disasters thereby furthering instability at a wider scale. 

The interplay of Iran’s proxy strategy between dissuasion 

and destabilization is not just theoretical; it is practical. 

Policymakers and analysts need to understand this complex 

situation, where on the one hand, they serve as deterrents 

against outside dangers yet on the other hand act as 

disruptors to existing world order. If we break down these 

words, we will be able to see more clearly why Iran does 

what it does and what such behavior may mean for regional 

safety or global diplomacy. 

 

7 Fiedler, R., & Dehnavi, E. A. (2024). Unraveling the Enigmas: 
Deciphering the Causes of Discord in the Middle East: A review. 
Journal of Humanities and Education Development, 6(1), 51–56. 
https://doi.org/10.22161/jhed.6.1.7 
8 Dehnavi, E. A., & Fiedler, R. (2024d). Adventures of Two 
Captains’ Trilogy and U.S Exceptionalism in their Foreign Policy: 
Manifestation of Think Tanks in a literary work. International 
Journal of English Literature and Social Sciences, 9(3), 277–281. 
https://doi.org/10.22161/ijels.93.35 
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III. HISTORICAL CONTEXT AND IRAN'S USE 

OF PROXIES 

To understand Iran's contemporary proxy strategy, it is 

essential to delve into the historical context that has shaped 

its approach. The roots of Iran's use of proxy forces can be 

traced back to the aftermath of the 1979 Islamic Revolution, 

which not only transformed the political landscape of the 

country but also redefined its foreign policy objectives. The 

revolution forged a new ideological framework grounded in 

the concept of *Wilayat al-Faqih* (Guardianship of the 

Islamic Jurist), compelling Iran to support movements and 

groups that align with its revolutionary ethos across the 

Middle East. 

During the 1980s, amidst the chaos of the Iran-Iraq War, 

Iran began to cultivate relationships with various non-state 

actors as a means of countering regional adversaries, 

particularly Iraq and its Western allies. This period marked 

the emergence of groups like Hezbollah in Lebanon, which 

Iran supported as a counterbalance to Israeli influence in the 

region. By empowering such proxies, Tehran was able to 

extend its reach, influence domestic and regional politics, 

and engage in asymmetric warfare without direct 

confrontation. 

As the years progressed, Iran strategically leveraged these 

alliances to establish a network of proxies that spanned from 

the Levant to the Gulf. Groups like the Houthis in Yemen, 

various Shiite militias in Iraq, and the Palestinian factions 

in Gaza became instrumental in Iran's strategy of deterrence 

and retaliation against perceived threats from both regional 

rivals and global powers. This web of alliances has enabled 

Iran not only to project power but also to create a semblance 

of strategic depth, allowing for a multidimensional response 

to external pressures. 

The historical context of Iran's proxy strategy reveals a 

calculated effort to utilize non-state actors as instruments of 

influence and deterrence, reinforcing its position in a 

volatile region. As we examine the complexities of this 

approach, it becomes evident that Iran's use of proxies is not 

merely a tactic of destabilization; rather, it is deeply rooted 

in a historical narrative of resistance, empowerment, and 

survival in a hostile geopolitical landscape. Understanding 

this historical backdrop is crucial to decoding the current 

dynamics of Iran's proxy strategy and its implications for 

regional stability. 

3.1) Key Proxies: Who They Are and What They Do 

Iran's proxy strategy is complex and multifaceted, involving 

a network of key players that serve its geopolitical interests 

across the Middle East and beyond. Understanding who 

these proxies are and what they do is crucial in deciphering 

Iran's broader strategy of deterrence and destabilization. 

One of the most notable proxies is Hezbollah, the Lebanese 

militant group that has evolved into a powerful political and 

military force. Established in the early 1980s with Iranian 

support, Hezbollah operates under a dual mandate: to resist 

Israeli influence and to serve Iranian interests in the region. 

With a sophisticated military arsenal, including missiles 

capable of reaching deep into Israel, Hezbollah acts as Iran's 

frontline defense, deterring potential Israeli incursions 

while simultaneously projecting Iranian power within 

Lebanon and beyond. 

In Syria, Iran has cultivated a diverse array of proxies, 

including various militias and groups that have fought 

alongside the Assad regime during the Syrian civil war. 

Groups such as the Fatemiyoun Brigade, composed mainly 

of Afghan fighters, and the Zainabiyoun Brigade, 

comprising Pakistani fighters, demonstrate Iran's 

commitment to utilizing foreign proxies to maintain its 

influence in Syria. These militias not only assist in 

bolstering the Assad regime but also serve as a means for 

Iran to extend its reach and establish a foothold near Israel's 

borders. 

Further afield, in Iraq, Iran's influence is exerted through the 

Popular Mobilization Forces (PMF), a coalition of various 

militias formed to combat ISIS. While these groups played 

a crucial role in defeating the terrorist organization, they 

have also become vehicles for Iranian influence, with 

leaders often loyal to Tehran. The PMF's integration into the 

Iraqi state apparatus raises concerns about Iran's ability to 

sway Iraqi politics and military decisions in its favor. 

In Yemen, the Houthi movement represents another 

significant proxy. Supported by Iran through weapons, 

training, and financial aid, the Houthis have engaged in a 

protracted conflict against a Saudi-led coalition. Their 

ability to launch strikes deep into Saudi territory 

underscores Iran's role in facilitating asymmetric warfare, 

allowing it to challenge Saudi Arabia without direct 

confrontation. 

These proxies, each with their unique motivations and 

operational strategies, collectively form a critical 

component of Iran's broader geopolitical ambitions. By 

leveraging these groups, Iran not only deters adversaries but 

also sows instability in regions deemed vital to its strategic 

interests. As the dynamics in the Middle East continue to 

evolve, understanding the roles of these key proxies will be 

essential for comprehending Iran's ongoing quest for 

influence and the implications it holds for regional security. 

Strategic Depth and Influence 

Iranian-related proxies provide Tehran with strategic depth 

in several ways. They enable Iran to project power beyond 

its borders, influencing political and military developments 

in other countries. This is particularly evident in Lebanon, 

https://theshillonga.com/index.php/jhed
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where Hezbollah not only serves as a formidable military 

force but also plays a significant role in the country's 

politics. Through these proxies, Iran can exert pressure on 

regional adversaries, primarily Israel and Saudi Arabia, 

without engaging in direct confrontation. The strategic 

depth provided by these proxies is essential for Iran in 

maintaining its influence and deterring adversaries [9] 

Asymmetric Warfare and Deterrence 

The use of proxies is a key component of Iran's asymmetric 

warfare strategy. These groups can engage in guerrilla 

tactics, unconventional warfare, and acts of terrorism, 

which are cost-effective compared to traditional military 

engagements. They also complicate the security 

calculations of Iran's adversaries. For instance, Hezbollah's 

significant arsenal of rockets and missiles poses a continual 

threat to Israel, serving as a deterrent against potential 

Israeli aggression towards Iran. This approach allows Iran 

to extend its influence without the need for direct military 

intervention, thereby reducing the risks associated with 

conventional warfare [10] 

Destabilizing Adversaries 

Iranian proxies contribute to the destabilization of regional 

adversaries, which aligns with Iran's broader strategic 

objectives. In Yemen, the Houthis have been engaged in a 

prolonged conflict with the Saudi-led coalition, draining 

Saudi resources and attention. In Iraq, Shia militias have 

both fought against ISIS and exerted influence over the Iraqi 

government, often in ways that align with Iranian interests 

and counterbalance U.S. influence in the country. These 

actions serve to weaken Iran's adversaries while 

simultaneously strengthening its own position in the region 

[11] 

Political Leverage and Governance 

Beyond military capabilities, these proxies often engage in 

governance and provide social services, which helps them 

gain and maintain popular support. This dual role enhances 

their legitimacy and effectiveness as proxies. For example, 

Hezbollah operates extensive social services in Lebanon, 

including schools, hospitals, and welfare programs, which 

bolster its support base and political power. This integration 

into the social and political fabric makes it difficult for 

opposing forces to diminish their influence without causing 

significant disruption [12] 

Regional Alliances and Counterbalances 

 
9 Dehnavi, E. A. (2020). Sorry, how can I get to Washington? 
ResearchGate. 
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/381096520_Sorry_h
ow_can_I_get_to_Washington 
10 Aghili Dehnavi, E., & Alizadeh Jamal, M. (2020). From 
Containment to Americanism (1st ed., Vol. 1) [Soft Cover]. 

Iran's use of proxies also plays into larger regional alliances 

and counterbalances. By supporting groups aligned with its 

interests, Iran can counterbalance the influence of other 

regional powers, especially Saudi Arabia and the United 

Arab Emirates. This creates a complex web of alliances and 

enmities, contributing to the broader instability in the 

Middle East but also ensuring that Iran remains a key player 

in regional politics. This strategy has been particularly 

evident in the context of the US-Iran proxy conflicts, where 

both nations have sought to expand their influence through 

indirect means [13] 

Challenges and Risks 

However, the reliance on proxies also comes with 

significant risks and challenges for Iran. These groups can 

have their own agendas and may not always act in ways that 

align with Iranian interests. Additionally, the activities of 

these proxies often invite international condemnation and 

can lead to sanctions and other punitive measures against 

Iran. Moreover, the proxy strategy can sometimes backfire, 

as seen with the backlash against Iranian influence in Iraq 

and Lebanon, where significant segments of the population 

have protested against perceived Iranian meddling [14] the 

radical activation of the proxies might also create bigger 

challenges and obstacles in the way of further negotiations 

between Iran and the United States 9[15] 

 

IV. CONCLUSION 

In conclusion, Iranian-related proxies play a critical role in 

the security plans of the Middle East by extending Iran's 

influence, providing strategic depth, engaging in 

asymmetric warfare, destabilizing adversaries, and offering 

political leverage. While this strategy has proven effective 

in many respects, it also brings significant risks and 

challenges, both for Iran and the broader region. The use of 

proxies will likely continue to be a central element of Iran's 

regional strategy, given its benefits in terms of power 

projection and deterrence; the effects of this proxy 

mechanism is not only limited to the Middle East region; 

the matter of proxies have been and  might be highlighted 

in the strategic plans of the U.S presidents [16]10; however, 

we shall stay tuned for the future updates and changes; 

American election, emergence of AI in the military 

industries and so many other new phenomenon are crucial 

in conducting such studies[17] 11 

Tredition. 
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/381002365_From_C
ontainment_to_Americanism 
11 Dehnavi, E. A., Safavipour, A., & Rahiminejad, M. (2021). 
Computer science, artificial intelligence and their effect on 
international relations and political matters. Turkish Journal of 
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Abstract 

From the perspective of Skopos Theory, this study compares the English translation of quotations in The Governance of China 

with Xu Yuanchong’s translation, and analyzes the recontextualization strategy adopted in the English translation of allusions 

in The Governance of China to adapt to the change of context. It has been found that when translating allusions in political 

texts, it is necessary to consider not only the historical context in which the allusions are produced, but also the contemporary 

context in which they are quoted. Under the fidelity rule, recontextualization should be carried out according to the speaker’s 

purpose, and various recontextualization strategies such as domestication, foreignization, and explicitation should be 

appropriately adopted in order to achieve the translation purpose and be widely accepted by readers. 

Keywords— English translation of quotations, Recontextualization, The Governance of China 

 

I. INTRODUCTION 

Quotations refer to stories or phrases from ancient 

books cited in poetry and literature (Modern Chinese 

Dictionary, 7th edition, 2018). The use of allusions is a 

rhetorical device that refers to the explicit or implicit use of 

ancient stories or phrases in one’s own language works for 

a certain rhetorical purpose (Luo Jiyong, 2005). When 

rhetorical devices such as allusions are placed in a 

diplomatic context, they possess some characteristics of 

diplomatic language and are endowed with distinct features 

of the times, new political connotations, and policy 

significance. As an enrichment of General Secretary Xi’s 

concept of governing the country, The Governance of China 

also quoted a lot of allusions. The translation of political 

texts is mainly aimed at conveying Chinese ideas and 

spreading Chinese culture to the world. The English 

translation of political texts and classics extends, shrinks, 

migrates, and even subverts with changes in context. At 

present, the academic community has made many useful 

explorations and practices on the translation of The 

Governance of China. The existing research on the English 

translation of The Governance of China mainly focuses on 

specific words, poetry, rhetoric from the perspectives of 

corpus, cultural translation view, eco-translatology. Some 

scholars have considered the impact of the special political 

context in which allusions are located on their translation, 

but have not analyzed the contextual changes from the 

historical context to the contemporary context in which they 

are cited. Therefore, this study adopts the perspective of 

Skopos theory to analyze the recontextualization strategy 

adopted by the English translation of allusions in The 

Governance of China to adapt to the changing context. 
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II. SKOPOS THEORY AND CONTEXT 

    Functionalist Skopos Theory is a German functionalist 

translation theory that emerged in the 1970s and is still 

being revised and developed today. For functionalist 

translators, due to differences in cultural environment and 

language characteristics, the source language and target 

language are different. Translation is a series of social 

behavior under specific conditions, and it is not an action of 

word-to-word replacement, but a behavior meets specific 

communication needs (Nord, 1997). According to the 

skopos theory, translators can adjust the target language in 

order to achieve specific translation goals, but this does not 

mean that translators can arbitrarily delete or enlarge the 

content of the target language. Adjustments must comply 

with the rules of skopos, coherence, and fidelity. 

The skopos in the Skopos rule mostly refers to the 

"communicative purpose". The translation purpose of the 

translator in the cultural context of the target language 

determines the translation methods and strategies they adopt. 

( Vermeer, 1989;Nord, 2001 ) 

The coherence rule means that the translation must 

meet the criteria of intra-textual coherence, that is, the 

translation is readable and acceptable. The translation need 

produce meaning in the cultural environment of the target 

language, and can be understood by the target language 

readers. The target text must be internally coherent so that 

readers can understand it, and it must be meaningful in the 

target text in which it is used. The coherence principle 

requires that the translation must be intra-textual coherence 

The fidelity rule refers to the fidelity of the target 

language text to the original text, in accordance with 

intertextual coherence. The coherence rule and fidelity rule 

are both subordinate to the principle of purpose. 

Context was first proposed by Malinowski (1923), 

who believed that discourse and context are closely 

practiced together, and language environment is essential 

for understanding language. Firth (1950) inherited and 

developed his viewpoint, dividing context into linguistic 

context and situational context.  Hu Zhuanglin (1998) 

divided context into three categories: contextual context, 

situational context, and cultural context. Contextual context 

refer to the linguistic components such as words, phrases, 

sentences, chapters, and passages that can influence and 

constrain interpretation in language activities. It about 

understanding the dialogue, what does this sentence mean, 

and understanding a certain word. Situational context refers 

to the surrounding situation, nature of events, relationships 

between participants, time, place, and manner in which a 

text is produced. Cultural context refers to the history, 

culture, and customs of the language community where the 

speaker or author belongs. 

The English translation of the quotations in The 

Governance of China involves changes in historical context 

to contemporary context. House (2006) defined 

"recontextualization" as the process of extracting text from 

the source context and placing it in the expectation of new 

relationships and cultural conditions. He believed that 

translation is a form of recontextualization, as the source 

text and the translated text involve different contexts. 

Therefore, recontextualization is necessary during 

translation. The translation of The Governance of China is 

mainly aimed at conveying Chinese ideas and spreading 

Chinese culture to the world. The purpose of translating its 

allusions into English is different from literary translation. 

The context and meaning of the source text may change 

accordingly, and may extend, shrink, transfer, or even 

subvert with the change of context. Therefore, in order to 

achieve translation goals, the English translation of 

allusions requires the use of recontextualization strategies. 

This article analyzes the historical context, 

contemporary citation context, and translation context of 

allusions, and then analyzes the contextualization strategies 

adopted by translators to adapt to these contextual changes 

and achieve translation goals from the perspective of the 

three rules of skopos theory. 

 

III. CONTEXTUAL ANALYSIS 

According to the definition of allusions in Cihai, 

"ancient stories and words with historical origins quoted in 

poetry and literature", volumes one to four of The 

Governance of China have identified 342 allusions. The 

quantities of volumes one to four are 112, 99, 64, and 67, 

accounting for 33%, 29%, 18%, and 20% respectively. 

These allusions mostly come from ancient classics, 

such as, "The Analects" , "Mencius", "Lao Zi", "Xun Zi", as 

well as poetry and some ancient articles and novels, which 

are from multiple dynasties such as the Spring and Autumn 

Period, Warring States Period, and modern times. Most of 
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these allusions are from the feudal dynasties and monarchic 

periods of ancient Chinese society. It involves the 

relationship of teachers and students, the monarch and the 

people, the monarch and his subordinates, and covers many 

aspects of wisdom, such as natural philosophy, life 

principles, moral cultivation, governance and 

administration. It is the representative of the excellent 

traditional culture of the Chinese nation and still has a 

significant impact on the thinking of the Chinese people 

today. 

From November 2012 to May 2022, the General 

Secretary Xi Jinping cited these quotations in numerous 

meetings and important speeches, involving multiple 

themes such as self-cultivation, faith, clean governance, 

rule of law, governance, and diplomacy. Most of them were 

warnings and advice to cadres and the people, and were 

vivid interpretations of the socialist ideology with Chinese 

characteristics in the era. Nowadays, China, which is 

rapidly developing, hopes to engage in timely and effective 

communication and dialogue with countries around the 

world, and is actively building a new type of external 

discourse system. Translation plays an important role in 

constructing the external discourse system. The translation 

of The Governance of China was carried out in the context 

of that era. More than 20 translators from subordinate units 

of the new Foreign Languages Bureau participated in the 

translation work, combined with foreign editing experts 

who understand the culture and language habits of English-

speaking countries. Based on the fidelity rule, the 

translation was carried out. 

 

IV. CASE STUDY 

This paper makes a comparative study of the English 

versions of several quoted quotations from volumes 1-4 of 

The Governance of China and Xu Yuanchong’s English 

version, and explores the recontextualization strategies 

adopted by the translator  

(1) Skopos Rule  

Example 1 “生年不满百，常怀千岁忧” 

This sentence can be found in the 15th poem of the 

"Nineteen Ancient Poems" titled "Born Less than a Hundred 

Years Old". This poem originated on the era of the collapse 

of the Eastern Han Dynasty, when political corruption and 

decadence had reached their peak. Intellectuals had fallen 

into a deep valley of decadence and sentimentality due to 

the disillusionment of their life ideals. In order to relieve 

their depression, they reflect on their values and ultimate 

destination in life. The meaning of this poem is that life is 

short, only a hundred years, but it often brings its own 

troubles and worries about things that are out of reach all 

day long- The main theme conveyed by the original 

sentence of the poem is "enjoy the moment", advocating not 

to worry excessively.  

The translation of Xu Yuanchong is: 

Few live as long as a hundred years. 

Why grieve over a thousand in tears！ 

Xu Yuanchong believes that translating poetry is an art 

of seeking beauty, and regards spreading China’s beauty to 

the world as his own responsibility and the highest joy (Li 

Zhengshuan, 2024). Therefore, Xu, with the aim of 

spreading traditional Chinese culture while balancing the 

pursuit of truth and beauty, faithfully conveyed the original 

text and adopted an explicit translation strategy. He 

remained faithful to the source text in both form and content, 

using the word “few” to express the negative meaning and 

the word “why” to lead exclamation sentences to express 

that there was no need to worry about things a hundred years 

later in the original poem. Besides, using the word “tears” 

at the end of the sentence to convey the image of worry, and 

using the rhyme“ year” and “tea” to achieve rhythmic 

beauty, making the poem more catchy to read. 

The translation of this sentence in The Governance of 

China is: 

We worry about the next one thousand years when we are 

only to last less than a hundred. 

This sentence was quoted by Xi in his speech at the 

Second Plenary Session of the 19th Central Commission for 

Discipline Inspection of the Communist Party of China. It 

emphasizes party discipline. The language is a warning 

from superiors to subordinates, warning members of party 

organizations at all levels to uphold their ideals and beliefs 

and adhere to the education of ideals and beliefs in order to 

achieve communism. Therefore, in the contemporary 

context, this sentence conveys a sense of crisis and a lofty 

goal in mind, requiring rulers to think of lofty goals even 

though in the primary stage of socialism and working on the 

cause of socialism with Chinese characteristics. At the same 

time, this sense of crisis has existed since ancient times, thus 
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inheriting the long-standing Chinese culture and inspiring 

the present and future. 

The purpose of the English translation of The 

Governance of China can be roughly summed up in three 

points: first, faithfully convey the governance strategy of 

the Chinese party; Secondly, constructing and innovating a 

system of external political discourse; Thirdly, enabling 

people from English-speaking countries to better 

understand China through translations and promoting 

communication and cooperation between China and the 

world (Zhao Xiangyun, 2017). Therefore, the purpose of 

this sentence is to convey the sense of crisis emphasized by 

General Secretary Xi. Based on functionalism, the purpose 

of translation requires a change in the function of the source 

text. Besides, the standard for translation is no longer 

coherence between the source text and the language, but 

rather coherence with the translation purpose (Nord, 2001). 

Therefore, the translation clarified the meaning of the 

source text and then reconstructed the context according to 

the purpose, conveying the speaker’s true intention, 

following the purpose of translation, expressing the efforts 

to prevent and resolve various risks, and highlighting a 

strong sense of crisis and risk awareness. This sentence 

adopts the domestication strategy, without translating 

according to the format of the original poem. It focuses on 

conveying the meaning and uses the word “when” to 

highlight the comparison between a hundred and a thousand 

years, and the efforts made by the Party to achieve its great 

mission. Omitting “years” at the end of the sentence to 

avoid repetition is in line with the conventions of the target 

language. 

 

Example 2. 见善如不及，见不善如探汤 

This sentence is found in the Analects of Confucius: Ji 

Shi, and means that when one sees good deeds, they are 

afraid that they will not achieve them. Seeing bad behavior 

is like reaching into boiling water and quickly avoiding it. 

Soup, in ancient times, referred to hot water. Confucius used 

the phrase “probing soup” to illustrate the attitude a person 

should take hands back when seeing something bad. This 

sentence is often used in later generations to warn 

politicians to constantly cultivate the virtue of governance, 

to constantly contemplate the harm of greed, and to always 

have a sense of awe.  

Xu Yuanchong’s translation in The Analects is: 

I have heard, said Confucius, of those who would lose 

no time to do what is good when they see it, and to shrink 

from what is harmful as from boiling water, and I have seen 

such men. 

For the purpose of conveying Confucianism, Xu 

Yuanchong mainly adopts a literal translation strategy to 

faithfully convey the meaning of the source text. At the 

same time, he integrates the last two sentences for 

translation, pointing out the speaker Confucius. Added “lose 

no time” to enhance the tone and advise to learn to do good 

deeds. 

The translation in The Governance of China is: 

Contemplating good and pursuing it, as if you could not 

reach it; contemplating evil, and shrinking from it, as you 

would from thrusting a hand into boiling water. 

This sentence was quoted in the speech at the Third 

Plenary Session of the 18th Central Commission for 

Discipline Inspection, with the theme of strict governance 

of the Party, which is a warning from leaders to cadres. This 

translation adopts an explicitation recontextualization 

strategy to convey the tone and intonation of the original 

author. Many of General Secretary’s speeches are aimed at 

cadres and the masses. In translation, it is important to avoid 

using written language to translate the speeches into articles. 

(Wang Mingjie, 2020)  This translation uses the second 

person "You" to refer to the officials who received this 

information, reflecting the Xi’s warning to the officials. One 

of the most important translation purposes is to convey the 

governing strategies of the Chinese Party and state leaders 

to foreign countries, as this translation allows foreign 

readers to directly experience the ideology of the Chinese 

Party’s leadership. The two sentences before and after the 

translation are symmetrical in structure, the same as the 

form of the source text. While receiving the meaning, the 

reader can feel the traditional Chinese culture and ideology. 

(2) Coherence rule.  

Example 3. 举直错诸枉，则民服；举枉错诸直，则

民不服 

This sentence comes from The Analects of Confucius: 

Governance. Confucius believed that if a leader can use 

people with virtue and talent, then his subordinates will be 

convinced. On the contrary, if those who lack virtue and 

ability becomes politicians, their subordinates will naturally 
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be dissatisfied. In his later years, Confucius returned to the 

state of Lu, and the emperor Ai of Lu often sought advice 

from Confucius. Although he was the ruler of the state of 

Lu, the power of the country was in the hands of the "Three 

Barbarians". There were three sycophants around Duke Ai 

of Lu who formed factions for personal gain, deceived the 

monarch, and obstructed scholars from neighboring vassal 

states from coming to Lu, causing unrest in the country. In 

response to this situation, Confucius advised Duke Ai of Lu 

to select capable individuals. Confucius used the phrase 

“upright” to replace “unjust” to illustrate the importance of 

appointing upright and wise individuals. This sentence is a 

dialogue between Confucius and the ruler of the state of Lu, 

which belongs to admonition. The purpose is to advise the 

ruler to mainly know how to make good use of people and 

select capable individuals.  

Xu Yuanchong’s translation in The Analects is:  

If honest men are employed and dishonest ones 

discarded, then people will support you. If dishonest men 

replace the honest, you will lose the support of the people. 

Xu Yuanchong insists on unifying "seeking truth" and 

"seeking beauty", advocating that beauty should come first 

when the contradictions between the two are irreconcilable. 

The structure of this translation is consistent with the 

original text, using two conditional sentences guided by “if” 

to express the symmetry of the source text, and using the 

antonyms of “honest” and “dishonest” to symmetry the 

falsehood and straightness of the original text, achieving 

formal beauty. Xu Yuanchong used special projection when 

translating the Analects, with the aim of enabling readers in 

modern cultural contexts to receive Confucius’s ideas in 

more literary discourse, avoiding the hindrance of readers’ 

reading interest due to the dry and monotonous projection 

language structure, and making readers pay more attention 

to Confucius’s thoughts. The word “fu” in the source text 

should have meant obedience in ancient contexts, but Xu 

Yuanchong chose the word “support”, which emphasizes 

the equal relationship between rulers and the people, which 

is more easily accepted by Western readers. Simultaneously 

using passive sentence structures to express the relationship 

between subject and predicate is in line with the habits of 

the target language. 

The translation in The Governance of China is: 

People will obey you if you promote righteous men 

and suppress evil men. And they will disobey you if you do 

the contrary. 

This sentence was quoted by General Secretary Xi 

Jinping in his speech at the Second Plenary Session of the 

Fourth Plenary Session of the 18th Central Committee of the 

Communist Party of China. It was used in a serious internal 

party meeting with the theme of judicial justice, and is a 

warning from leaders to lower level cadres. The important 

content of Confucianism is to uphold the principles of 

justice and uphold the principles of fairness and impartiality. 

Only by becoming the guardian of justice can the judiciary 

gain legitimacy and credibility. Xi Jinping took this 

opportunity to highlight the importance of “fair justice”. 

Judicial personnel should be upright and courageous, dare 

to eliminate interference from both internal and external 

sources of the judicial organs in accordance with the law, 

and adhere to the bottom 1ine of fair justice. 

This translation method adopts the explicitation 

recontextualization strategy, which is more in line with the 

characteristics of political texts, concise, avoids repetition, 

and reduces reading barriers for readers. When translating, 

the active sentence structure is used to emphasize the 

determination and efforts of our party to promote judicial 

reform. The word “obey” is used to translate the original 

text, emphasizing the recognition and obedience of the 

people to the judicial organs in judicial practice. Both 

“unjust” and “upright” are translated as “Righteous” and 

“evil” according to the judicial context, corresponding to 

two types of people: those who abide by the law with 

integrity and those who commit evil and violate the law, 

making it easier for readers to understand the meaning 

expressed in the source text. 

(3) Fidelity Rule 

Example 4. 君子之德风，小人之德草，草上之风必

偃 

This sentence comes from the Analects of Confucius, 

Ji Shi. During the Spring and Autumn Period, Ji Kangzi, a 

powerful minister of the State of Lu, sought advice from 

Confucius on how to govern political affairs. Confucius 

replied, "What if you kill the unrighteous to fulfill the 

righteous?" Confucius replied, "Why do you need to resort 

to killing when governing political affairs? As long as you 

want to do good deeds, the people will naturally follow 

suit." He used the analogy of "the moral style of a gentleman, 
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the moral style of a petty person, and the wind on the grass 

will surely dissipate. This gave rise to the idiom "The grass 

withers and the wind follows", which metaphorically refers 

to those who can use virtue to transform the people, and then 

the people will turn towards it. It is like the wind blowing 

the grass, leading the way to goodness. At this time, the 

imperial court of the State of Lu was in decline, and the head 

of the Ji Kangzi, held a high position of power and authority, 

He was a powerful minister of the State of Lu at that time. 

Confucius wanted to influence Ji Kangzi with the concept 

of "benevolent governance", so this sentence also belonged 

to the dialogue between the monarch and the minister. The 

purpose of the minister’s admonition to those in power was 

to hope that Ji Kangzi would implement benevolent 

governance. 

The translation in Xu Yuanchong’s Analects is: 

The relation between the ruler and the ruled is like that 

between the wind and the grass. When the wind blows, the 

grass will bend down." 

Xu Yuanchong uses the antonyms "ruler" and "ruled" 

to translate "gentleman" and "villain". According to 

historical context, “gentlemen” refers to those in power 

such as Ji Zikang, so gentleman is translated as ruler, while 

refers to the people under his rule, expressed as ruled. The 

latter half of the sentence is translated using a literal 

translation method, allowing foreign readers to also obtain 

relevant images. 

The translation in The Governance of China is:  

The rulers’ virtue is like wind, and commoners ' virtue 

like grass, which always bends in the direction of the 

wind. 

General Secretary Xi quoted in the chapter 

"Continuously Promoting the Whole Party”. It is not as 

effective to demand people from above or push them from 

behind as to lead them in front. Never forget the original 

intention and keep in mind the mission. Leading organs and 

cadres must set an example and take the lead. This 

translation adopts a strategy of foreignization 

recontextualization strategy. The structure is closer to that 

of original text. When translating “gentleman” historical 

context is also referenced, but ”villain” takes into account 

the changes in contemporary context. Leaders and the 

people are no longer in a relationship of ruling and being 

ruled, but an equal relationship. “commoner” in the Oxford 

Dictionary refers to people who enjoy common ownership, 

so this translation is accurate and in line with contemporary 

social and political reality. “Yan” means to fall, and here 

“bend in the direction” is used to translate, indicating that 

the people will follow the leader‘s words and actions. 

 

V. CONCLUSION 

The Governance of China covers all aspects of 

socialism with Chinese characteristics. It is the overview 

and concentration of General Secretary Xi’s views of 

governance. Therefore, its English translation is of great 

significance for conveying Chinese ideas, conveying 

Chinese voices and building a Chinese discourse system. 

The great success of the English translation   has also given 

us many inspirations. When translating quotations in 

political texts, it is necessary to consider not only the 

historical context in which they are produced, but also the 

contemporary context in which they are quoted. 

Recontextualization should be carried out according to the 

speaker’s use of quotations, and various recontextualization 

strategies such as domestication, foreignization, and 

explicitation should be appropriately adopted to achieve the 

translation purpose and be widely accepted by readers. 
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Abstract 

This paper takes the reading text The Night The Earth Didn＇t Sleep in Unit 4 of English for senior high School published by 

People's Education Press as an example to probe into the concrete process of designing English reading teaching activities 

assisted by corpus in senior high school under the guidance of schema theory. Through the word frequency list extracted from 

corpus, students are guided to predict the main topic of the text, so as to realize the lead-in of reading text, and trained to 

predict and to grasp the main facts, further to explore the content of articles and paragraphs through keyword list and 

concordance line, so as to map the text structure, which may contribute to students' reading skills of skimming and grasping 

key information; Finally, the corpus-based approach can also be used in the teaching of vocabulary and grammar at the 

linguistic level after acquiring the structure and content of the text at a macro level. 

Keywords— Corpus-based, English Reading, Teaching design, Schema Theory 

 

I. INTRODUCTION 

Reading teaching is one of the major parts of English 

teaching. The English Curriculum Standard for Senior High 

Schools (2017 Edition, 2020 Revision) makes clear 

requirements for students' English reading ability: in the 

reading comprehension of English essays, they should have 

a complete understanding of the main theme and essence of 

the article, they also can infer the meaning of strange words 

in the passage by combining the information from the upper 

and lower parts of the article. Furthermore, students should 

sort out the basic structure of the article, analyze the purpose 

and attitudes of authors and internalize the cultivation 

viewpoints conveyed by texts through reading (Ministry of 

Education of the People's Republic of China,2020). 

However, the conventional teaching strategies that place an 

emphasis on the transmission of language knowledge, such 

as words and sentences, continue to be prevalent in actual 

high school English reading education. Students passively 

memorize words and analyze sentence structures, and 

students' low efficiency in acquiring information, coupled 

with the lack of relevant vocabulary and background 

knowledge, reading remains a difficult problem for many 

students. Although teachers fulfill their teaching tasks, it is 

difficult to improve students' output ability in the long run. 

Research and exploration on how to improve the teaching 

of English reading in high school has been widely 

concerned by academics. What's more, in order to realize 

the above requirements, teachers have begun to explore the 

integration and innovation of information technology and 

classroom teaching in practical teaching, and try to use 

corpus technology to design English reading classroom 

teaching (Liaw & English,2017). Moreover, schema theory, 

one of the supporting theories for reading teaching, can be 

skillfully integrated with corpus idea to construct a new 

English reading teaching model.  

Rumelhart (1980) classifies schema into three types: 

linguistic schemata, content schema and formal schema 

(also called structure schema), which are cross-referenced 

and interact with the language, content and form of the 

reading material to determine the reader's understanding of 

https://dx.doi.org/10.22161/jhed.6.5.3
https://theshillonga.com/index.php/jhed
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


Luo                                                                                                                  Journal of Humanities and Education Development (JHED) 

J. Humanities Educ. Dev.- 6(5)-2024 

https://theshillonga.com/index.php/jhed                                                                                                                                                15 

the reading material. Sun (2003) also points out that schema 

theory holds that learners' reading ability is determined by 

three schemas: she further explains that linguistic schema 

means to knowledge about vocabulary, idioms, syntax and 

grammar of the text; content schema refers to familiarity 

with the content related to the topic of the text or past 

experience and background knowledge about the content of 

the text; Structure schema refers to the knowledge of text 

types and organizational structure differences. Three 

schemata are closely related to reading comprehension. 

Constructing these three schemas in the process of reading 

will help students understand reading materials from 

multiple dimensions, thus improving the comprehensive 

effect of reading. Schema construction is a process of 

continuous analysis and synthesis under repeated contact 

with similar contexts. Corpus can deconstruct texts by 

virtue of its unique ideas and unique tools, and construct 

certain discourse schemas in learners' brains, which 

ultimately help learners achieve the purpose of reading texts 

(Rasakumaran & Patrick,2019; Xu & He, 2004). Specially 

speaking, Corpus method helps learners construct the 

structure schema of a text by means of word frequency list 

and keyword list, so that learners can understand the logical 

relationship between the theme and paragraphs of the text; 

meanwhile, the co-occurrence function of index lines and 

keyword context can help learners explore the details of the 

text, correctly judge the theme, reasonably infer the implied 

meaning, and thus construct the content schema of the text, 

which are consistent with each other in this perspective . 

In short, schema theory can be effectively combined 

with corpus technology, providing new ideas for reading 

teaching. Therefore, under the guidance of schema theory, 

this paper takes the reading text The Night The Earth Didn't 

Sleep in Unit4 as an example to explore the reading teaching 

procedures assisted by corpus, and tries to focus on the 

theme of the discourse from the high-frequency words and 

keywords of the text. At the same time, with the help of the 

characteristics of corpus context co-occurrence, reading 

activities are designed to guide students to grasp the main 

idea, topic connotation, chapter structure and stylistic 

features of the article, vocabulary knowledge and 

grammatical structure layer by layer through observation, 

sorting, generalization, judgment and guessing, so as to 

promote their comprehensive reading literacy. 

II. RESEARCH REVIEW 

On the one hand, the research about schema-based 

English reading teaching has never faded from scholars' 

attention. Al-Issa (2006) suggested that readers' language 

competence is not only based on the activation of language 

knowledge, but also on the degree of activation in 

knowledge processing. That's to say, Teachers are supposed 

to activate students' relevant schemas by kinds of reading 

activity in class. Then Ajideh (2006) proposed a schema-

based pre-reading task for one of ESP textbooks to help 

students activate their background knowledge. He also said 

teachers should highlight those elements closely related to 

the topic of the theme in order to accelerate students to 

activate relevant schemas. Gu (2013), from the perspective 

of students' cognitive psychology, also points out that 

effective activation of schemas in pre-reading activities can 

meet students' cognitive needs in the reading process, lay a 

foundation for subsequent reading, and help students 

comprehensively apply what they have learned and personal 

experience in understanding and internalizing text 

information. After the empirical research on 63 English 

learners, Hassan et al. (2013) equally improved that 

activation of schemas and background knowledge can 

improve English learners' reading comprehension, and 

interactive reading method based on schema theory can help 

readers better understand texts. Zheng et al. (2017) further 

verified the effect of schema activation on reading 

comprehension in empirical research, and the experimental 

results confirmed that schema activation is a key link in 

reading comprehension. All the research above 

demonstrated that the application of Schema in do help 

students enhance their reading comprehension, and in return 

the schema itself can be fed back while students' learning 

and teachers' teaching. So, applying schema theory to every 

link of reading teaching can optimize reading teaching 

mode and improve reading teaching quality. 

On the other hand, Corpus is a collection of 

scientifically collected language samples, which can help 

users analyze and study the characteristics of language and 

the rules of its use. In the teaching field, the exploration of 

corpus-assisted English reading teaching is gradually 

attracting academic attentions, and many researchers and 

front-line teachers have carried out practical research on the 

integration of corpus and reading teaching. Wang (2013) 
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investigated and analyzed five corpus-based teaching 

activities: how to understand the main content of the text, to 

extract the main line of the story, to clarify the reference 

relationship, to repeat the text, and to make reasonable 

guesses according to the context, and provide detailed 

teaching cases one by one in his paper. 

 Erickson & Thiessen (2015) also believed that those 

teaching cases deserve to be carried out because they 

pointed out that the language input provided by real corpus 

can promote students to change different reading strategies 

according to different text contents and master knowledge 

points in the exploration of language rules independently. In 

addition, it can also improve students' self-feedback ability 

and enhance students' sense of achievement and self-

confidence. Wang (2014) analyzes the how corpus-based 

vocabulary teaching model on word chunks and 

collocations in bottom-up reading processing and on text 

keywords in top-down reading processing work and   

indicates that corpus-assisted reading teaching model 

benefits students in expanding students' linguistic schema, 

content schema and structure schema. Xu & He (2016) 

discussed the corpus-assisted English intensive reading 

teaching mode, trying to start with the key words of the text, 

focusing on the core problems of the text, and at the same 

time displaying various co-selection situations of text words 

from bottom to top by means of corpus, designing reading 

tasks, guiding students to grasp the theme, sub-topic 

connotation, text structure and even writing style of the 

article through observation, sorting, generalization and 

judgment, so as to improve students' reading literacy. 

Furthermore, He, Liang & Tang (2017) concretely illustrate 

the application of keyword lists, word frequency lists and 

clusters frequency lists in corpus-assisted reading teaching 

with specific examples, proving that keyword lists can 

highlight the characteristics of words used in articles and the 

main idea of articles, for example, grammatical words can 

often reveal the style of texts; word frequency lists can 

reflect the word quantity, frequency, various forms of words 

and the difficulty of texts; and by extracting and observing 

the high frequency clusters from the cluster frequency list, 

it can be found out that the usage of high frequency clusters 

will reveal the general idea or style characteristics of the text. 

Ma & Zhang (2019) directly showed that corpus provides 

students with the possibility of using authentic language, 

and that teachers can reduce the differences between the 

language taught in reading class and the language used by 

native speakers in practice by introducing corpus-based 

language research methods into English teaching.  

As mentioned above, the process of reading is the 

process of schema activation and construction; and with the 

help of visualized corpus, students can stimulate and 

existing schema in their brains through induction and 

generalization, making autonomic connections between the 

reading text and their internalized knowledge, which can 

further students' autonomic learning and exploring. That's 

why Schema theory supports the application of corpus in 

English reading teaching theoretically. So, under the 

guidance of schema theory, how teachers build the efficient 

English reading teaching model by means of corpus 

technology has been widely concerned, and the above 

related research results have laid a theoretical foundation 

and valuable experience for the teaching design of this paper. 

Therefore, this paper will start with the self-built corpus and 

its application in reading teaching to introduce the concrete 

operation of constructing the reading teaching mode from 

the perspective of schema theory. 

 

III. CORPUS-BASED READING TEACHING 

DESIGN 

Based on the corpus-driven teaching model, this part 

uses information technology tools such as corpus to develop 

reading teaching design under the guidance of schema 

theory. 

3.1 Teaching Content 

The teaching content is selected from the reading texts-

-The Night The Earth Didn't Sleep of Unit4 in the first 

compulsory volume of English (2019) published by the 

People's Education Edition. This article is a narrative of 

news reporting, using a lot of detailed information, vividly 

reproduces the scene of Tangshan earthquake in 1976--the 

omen before the earthquake, the losses caused by the 

earthquake and the disaster relief after the earthquake, 

expressing the horror of natural disasters and the sympathy 

of the author for the people in the disaster areas, and finally 

sublimates the theme, transmitting the warmth of "disaster 

is merciless, while our people are full of love". 

3.2 Teaching Aims 

(1) In structure, students can understand the theme and 
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logical relationship between paragraphs from the word 

frequency list and keyword list presented in the corpus, and 

construct the organizational structure of the text.  

(2) In content, students can learn about the Tangshan 

earthquake: some abnormal phenomena before the 

earthquake, the devastating damage after the earthquake, 

the subsequent national rescue from the military and civilian, 

and how to solve the contradiction between building dams 

and protecting cultural relics. 

(3) In language, students can learn and comprehend the 

words, expressions and gramma point presented in the text.  

3.3 Teaching Procedure 

The corpus-based reading teaching activity proposed 

in this paper is divided into three steps: The first step is to 

prepare lessons before class. Teachers should create 

relevant teaching corpus, and then design related questions 

according to the text content and reading purpose. The 

second step is to present the text in class. Teachers begin 

with using the concordance line, word frequency list and 

keyword list to guide students to conduct discourse analysis, 

such as using high-frequency words and keywords extracted 

by corpus to let them imagine the theme and content that the 

article may elaborate; then, teachers make use of the co-

occurrence characteristics of corpus to present the context 

guiding students to further explore the details of the text, 

locate key information, and then map the structure of the 

article. Finally, at the language level of reading teaching, 

teachers would carry out the contextual word guessing and 

collocation teaching, grammatical structure teaching, and 

some useful expressions teaching. The last step is to 

conclude the text, review the whole class, and assign 

homework for students. 

(1) Preparation before class 

1.The Night The Earth Didn't Sleep reading discourse 

is organized into text files, saved and named The Night.txt; 

and e_lemma.txt is prepared for identify all the forms of a 

lemma word and stop_word.txt will be used to exclude 

those function words in the text. Then, select the textbook 

corpora of English compulsory 1 to 3 of PEP as the 

reference corpus, which are much larger than the target 

corpus. 

2. The classroom computer is turned on to run AntConc 

3.5.9 software and the COCA Corpus website is visited to 

extract word frequency lists and keyword lists in class and 

to view specific concordance information. 

(2) Presentation in class 

1. Lead-in of the reading text 

AntConc 3.5.9 is used to generate a word frequency list 

(see Table 1) after importing The Night.txt and e_lemma.txt. 

The result shows that there are 545 words in this text. 

Among them, most of the words with the highest frequency 

are function words such as articles, conjunctions, 

prepositions and pronouns. If Teachers want to guide 

students to learn more accurate information, stop_word.txt 

can be imported in and ran to get high-frequency content 

words (see Table 2): city (11), people (9), Tangshan (6), 

water (5), begin (began3; begun1), quake (quake3; quakes1), 

buildings (3), ruins (3), earthquake (earthquake1; 

earthquakes1), destroyed (2), injured (2) etc... Thereout, the 

teacher can lead the students to discuss to infer that the main 

topic of this reading article is the earthquake in Tangshan 

City. And then the teacher can ask the students to predict 

what things the article will talk about, what people there are, 

and when it will happen. The above-mentioned method of 

guessing the general idea of the text by using the words with 

high frequency enables students to obtain the background of 

the text content, construct part of the content schema of the 

reading text, lay a foundation for subsequent reading, train 

students' predictive reading skills, meanwhile, stimulate 

students' strong desire for knowledge.  

2. Teaching for Structure and Content Comprehension 

of Reading Texts 

After predicting the main topic of the text, teacher need 

to verify the story development and details by running 

AntConc's Keyword List to generate a keyword list (see 

Figure 1) and looking at the keyword line. Through the 

observation and analysis of the keyword list, the students' 

reading skills of skimming, searching and grasping key 

details will be also trained in the process of continuous 

discovery, retrieval and verification.  

First of all, the teacher asks the students to pay 

attention to the title of the article-The Night The Earth 

Didn't Sleep, further learning that the earthquake happened 

at night. Then, let students observe and analyze the keyword 

list and found that the keyword list shows the general idea 

of the article more clearly than the word frequency list. It 

could guide the students to find that the first 20 words in the 

word frequency list were fewer content words, and the first 
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20 words in the keyword list are more content words, such 

as city, Tangshan, quake, people, water, chicken, pig, feel, 

dead, etc., which shows that the reading text would talk 

about the people and some animals in the Tangshan 

earthquake. Words like dead, ruins, began, survivors, etc. 

could show that the topic might revolve around the damage 

caused by the earthquake and what happened to the 

survivors. By this way, students' reasoning and analytical 

skills could be developed naturally. It could also allow 

students to roughly grasp the main idea and tone of the 

article through the title and keywords before reading the 

article. And during this period, teacher could try to guide the 

students to predict the story, and then verify whether their 

description of the main story is correct by reading each 

paragraph of the article. 

 

Table 1. Word Frequency List for The Night (Rank 25) 

Rank Frequency
1 38
2 28
3 27
4 23
5 17
6 12
7 11
8 9
9 9

to（to 17）

Word
the（the 38）
of（of 28）

be（been 1； m 2；was 5；were 19）
and（and 23）

in（in 12）
city（city 11）
a（a 8；an 1）

people（people 9）  

Table 2. Content Word Frequency List for The Night (Rank 25) 

Rank Frequency
1 11
2 9
3 6
4 5
5 4
6 4
7 4
8 3
9 3

quake（quake 3；quakes 1）
thousand（thousand 4）
building（building 3）

dead（dead 3）

Word
city（city 11）

people（people 9）
tangshan（tangshan 6）

water（water 5）
begin（began 3 ；begun 1）

 

 

Fig.1. Keywords List Surface in Antconc for The Night 

Then, the teacher uses the Antconc to generate the word frequency list of each paragraph to guide the students 
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around the six elements of the narrative (Time, place, people, 

reason, course and result). For the words related to the six 

elements, further observe the specific context to judge the 

general meaning and specific details of the paragraph. 

Finally, map the whole content and structure of this text 

according to the general meaning and story of the five 

paragraphs: the first paragraph talks about the signs before 

the earthquake, the second paragraph talks about the terrible 

scene when the earthquake occurred, the third paragraph 

talks about the tragic city after the earthquake, the fourth 

paragraph talks about the recovery of the city with the help 

of rescue workers and soldiers, and the fifth paragraph talks 

about the rise of the city due to the support of the 

government and the efforts of the people in Tangshan. 

Therefore, the students can know that the reading text is 

based on the sequence of events, presenting the experience 

of the city from a third-party perspective from before the 

earthquake to after the earthquake. 

The first paragraph was used as an example to show 

the detailed teaching design of this part. At first, from the 

first sentence of the first paragraph, "Strange things were 

happening in the countryside of northeastern Hebei." It can 

be concluded that the earthquake occurred in a village in the 

northwest of Hebei Province, accompanied by some strange 

things. So, the teacher would search the content words in 

the first paragraph through the word frequency list (see 

Table 3). After observing the specific context, Students can 

find that the strange things refer to the water rising and 

falling in the well, the cracks in the wall, the chickens and 

pigs are too anxious to eat, the dogs do not go home, the rats 

run around, the fish jump out of the water, the lightning 

appears in the sky, and there is a loud noise while people are 

still sleeping without knowing anything (see Table 4). 

Table 3. Word Frequency List for Paragraph 1(part) 

Rank Frequency
1 2
2 2
3 2
4 2
5 2
6 1
7 1
8 1
9 1

Word
city（city 2）
fell（fell 2）

rose（rose 2）
water（water 2）

well（well 2）
chicken（chicken 1）

run（ran 1）
refuse（refused 1）
mouse（mice 1）  

Table 4. Keywords in Context for Paragraph 1 (part) 

Number word
1 water
2 well
3 chickens
4 dogs
5 people ··· were heard. But the city's one million people were asleep as

Keywords in Context

1、··· to hide, and fish jumped out of the water. At about 3:00
1、··· appeared in the well walls. At least one well had some

··· had some smelly gas coming out of it.Chickens and even pigs
··· even pigs were too nervous to eat, and dogs refused to go

 

 

3. Teaching at the Linguistic Level after 

Comprehension of Reading Text 

After grasping the structure and content of the text, the 

teaching of reading will transition to the language level. 

Here follows a word-teaching design, using the keywords-- 

"destroy" and "damage " in the text as an example to show 

how to use the Corpus of Current American English (COCA) 

to carry out the instruction of synonym discrimination 

rather than students just stay there and listen to their 

teacher's interpretation for these two words. 

Search for "destroy[V*]" and "damage[V*]" in the 

COCA interface Word field to get profiles of these two, 

which informing students roughly about some detailed 

information like register, definition, synonyms, topics, 

collocates even clusters (see Figure 2,3). Watching these 

two interfaces, students can quicky know that their usage 

difference in register that destroy was mostly used in web, 

TV and movies while damage is widely found in magazine 

and news, which may remind them to choose word 

according to different writing styles. As for explanation, 
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students can grasp that the destroy covers much border than 

damage. There are three pieces of meaning for destroy and 

only one for damage--Destroy:1) do away with, cause the 

destruction or undoing of; 2) destroy completely; 3) defeat 

soundly. Damage: inflict damage upon. Also, in this 

interface the SYNONYMS and TOPICS would relate 

students to some similar information and help students 

better understand destroy and damage.    

  

Fig.2. Profile of Destroy Fig.3. Profile of Damage 

 

Next, select COLLOCATES. Students can intuitively see 

that the collocations of destroy and damage can be divided 

into four categories (also see Figure 4,5): noun collocations, 

adjective collocations, verb collocations and adverbial 

collocations.  

 

  

Fig.4. Collocates of Destroy(part) Fig.5. Collocates of Damage(part) 

Here just follows the concrete narration of adverbial 

collocations due to format limits. The teacher can guide 

students to observe and analyze the concordance lines and 

check the meanings of the collocated adverbs in the specific 

context to obtain the differences in the range of action 

caused by destroy and damage. The followings may be the 

students' findings under the guidance of their teacher. The 

collocated adverbs for destroy always means the greatest 

degree, such as completely, totally, nearly, ultimately, 

utterly…reflecting the greatest strength and degree of 

destruction while damage is embellished by the adverbs like 

badly, seriously, heavily.  Just judging from the adverbs, 

students can easily differentiate these two words, 

understanding that the degree and strength of destruction 

caused by damage is inferior to that of destroy. 

Through the search of destroy and damage in COCA, 

students will further deepen their understanding the 

discrimination of the synonyms. At the same time, the use 

of Corpus technology to teach language knowledge in 

reading texts is also conducive to avoiding the traditional 

teaching mode of separating vocabulary and text, which 

allows students to summarize the collocations of words 

from real examples instead of passively memorizing the 

collocations of words. 

(3) Summary and Homework 

     After presentation, the class comes to an end by 

reviewing the background knowledge and related 

vocabulary expressions, drawing the text mind map to 
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connect the structure of the article, and finally expanding 

the reading practice. During the extended reading phase, 

students can use the internet to search for the latest language 

resources related to the unit topic, such as the reactions of 

humans or animals before, during, and after the occurrence 

of other natural disasters such as tsunamis and mudflows. 

Then Ask students to record what they have surfed and write 

down the responses in a composition, which not only help 

students consolidate their established knowledge, but also 

help students open up a path of independent learning for 

searching, reading, thinking and writing. 

 

IV. CONCLUSION 

This paper, guided by the schema theory, explored a 

feasible reading teaching model in senior high school from 

the perspective of corpus linguistics. Obviously, corpus-

based English reading teaching activities show how 

teachers should help students predict the theme of the text 

in the actual teaching process to develop their reading skills 

of predicting topics and grasping key information. At the 

same time, the corpus is used to exhibit the mass 

presentation of examples and highlight the key information 

to help students focus on teaching points such as vocabulary, 

grammar, motivating students to explore the rules of 

language use and enhancing their sensitivity to the real use 

of language. Moreover, corpus-assisted English reading 

teaching model follows the trend of the widespread 

application of modern electronic information technology in 

the era of information explosion. It is easy to resonate with 

teenagers and further stimulate students' interest in learning. 

However, there are also some limitations in corpus-

based reading teaching model. For example, the 

concordance line can only be used to roughly clarify the plot 

and obtain some important information; as for the rhetorical 

devices, author's attitude and other details, it still requires 

teacher to use the traditional teaching approach to guide 

students to explore. Hence More attention can be paid to 

making full use of the advantages and avoiding the 

disadvantages in the later teaching practice of combining 

corpus-based methods with traditional teaching approach in 

English reading teaching, and then this teaching model 

would greatly contribute to English reading teaching. 
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Abstract 

The book “Sorry, How Can I Get to Washington?” Ellias Aghili Dehnavi highlights the historical, ideological and geopolitical 

features of the relations between Iran and the US from the Islamic Revolution in 1979 until now. In this book, the relationship 

between the two states is illustrated with the help of the analysis of the inclement of international and domestic politics, the 

deep rooted “faith” of the people as well as critical episodes. In this regard, the narrative is divided into a number of chapters 

corresponding to the specific periods in history of the Iran USA relations starting with the aftermath of the Islamic Revolution 

including the hostage crisis, further development of the relations, War with Iraq and further attempts including diplomatic 

ones leading to development or depreciation in the so called bilateral relations between the two counties1.  

Keywords—  U.S foreign policy, Iran, Middle East, Strategies and Doctrines, conflict resolution 

 

I. POST-REVOLUTIONARY TENSIONS AND 

THE HOSTAGE CRISIS2 

The strategic locating of trajectory changes towards the 

Islamic Revolution’s ideological conflicts is elaborated in 

the first few turns. There, the dominance of American 

intervention and political hegemony is blocked by the new 

“Islamic” patriotic ideology and Dehnavi explains that to 

the fullest extend; he then suggests that this ideological 

change was the main cause of souring and conflicts 

resulting in incidents like the storming of the US embassy 

in Tehran in 1979. 

He closely scrutinizes the hostage crisis, analyzing the 

reasons why students decided to storm the embassy and how 

this act of resistance became an integral part of the anti-

Americanism in Iran. Also there is an analysis of how the 

Americans reacted; this includes a “no-response policy” and 

sanctions among other forms, these were demonstrated as 

measures that entrenched the enemies’ relations further3. 

 
1 Dehnavi, E. A. (2020). Sorry, how can I get to Washington? ResearchGate. 
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/381096520_Sorry_how_can_I_get_to_Washington 
2 Fiedler, R., & Dehnavi, E. A. (2024d). Unraveling the Enigmas: Deciphering the Causes of Discord in the Middle East: A Review. Journal of 
Humanities and Education Development, 6(1), 51–56. https://doi.org/10.22161/jhed.6.1.7 
3 Fiedler, R., & Dehnavi, E. A. (2024c). Navigating Engagement with Iran: Exploring US Strategies and Options: A Futuristic Scenario and 
Review. International Journal of English Literature and Social Sciences, 9(2), 109–113. https://doi.org/10.22161/ijels.92.18 

II. THE IRAN-IRAQ WAR: A TURNING 

POINT 

This section of the book has a special attention with regard 

to the Iran-Iraq War (1980-1988) which Dehnavi views as a 

decisive moment in Iran-USA relations and the one that 

every Iranian citizen remembers. The author also examines 

the geostrategic facets of the conflict and notes that despite 

the official policy of neutrality, concerning the military 

conflict between Iraq and Iran, the United States did help 

Iraq, at least in terms of military information and financial 

assistance. Dehnavi posits: supported regimes were part of 

an even more extensive containment of “Islamization” and 

particularly diapason of Iran’s rise within the Middle East. 

War discourse also cuts across its ramifications on internal 

relations in Iran where it accentuated the anti-U.S. posture 

of the ruling system, as well as, provided justification for 

the lodging of the same revolutionary policies that 

characterized the first years of the Islamic state. In this 

context, Dehnavi nails the target denoting as part of his own 

https://dx.doi.org/10.22161/jhed.6.5.4
https://theshillonga.com/index.php/jhed
mailto:ellagh@amu.edu.pl
https://orcid.org/0009-0001-9238-056X
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research,” American Iranian” bilateral relations’ historical 

documents, which reveals the pervasive nature of mutual 

animosity and distrust among U.S. and Iranian decision-

makers and cupboards. 

 

III. DIPLOMATIC EFFORTS AND THE ROLE 

OF IDEOLOGY4 

This chapter signifies the end of violent conflict and 

Dehnavi turns his attention to the various measures taken by 

both countries in order to normalize or, at least, to 

temperature their deteriorating relations. The book 

elaborates on how every new President of the US (varying 

in political orientation) responding was based on their 

political doctrine towards Iran and the whole region. 

Dehnavi proposes that there was a strong role played by the 

ideas in galleries of power in both Washington and Tehran 

that determined the content of each strategy. 

In particular, Dehnavi illustrates the close correlation 

between U.S. political strategies5 and deep fears of the 

expansion of Islamic fundamentalism as conceived by 

Reagan administration on the one hand, and ideology that 

motivated legitimized Iranian aggressions, on the other. The 

author, in particular, analyzes the unsuccessful diplomatic 

policies undertaken by the leaders in Iran during the 

presidencies of Rafsanjani and Khatami and the reasons for 

the political strife in Iran and America that often curtailed 

such policies. 

 

IV. THE NUCLEAR ISSUE AND SANCTIONS6 

The book also gives a detailed account of the nuclear issue 

which has been a bone of contention between Iran and USA 

since the early part of the 21st century. Dehnavi hastens to 

show the developments that led to the emergence of an 

Iranian nuclear program, and, over the constant reticence of 

the majority of the world, the making of the very dangerous 

economic measure by the USA and its partners. 

Dehnavi’s insights stress the nuances of the nuclear talks, 

particularly the extent to which they were shaped by the fact 

of the time, which included political issues such as Iraq and 

Syria ( specially the matter of the proxies7) , and the position 

 
4 Dehnavi, E. A., & Adami, A. (2022). Futuristic research of basic 
problems in the way of negotiations between Iran and the 
United States. ResearchGate. https://doi.org/10.2478/bjlp-2022-
002064 
5 Dehnavi, E. A., & Jamal, M. A. (2020). From Containment to 
Americanism. ResearchGate. 
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/381002365_From_C
ontainment_to_Americanism 
6 Firoozabadi, S. J. D., Dehnavi, E. A., & Rahiminezhad, M. A. 
(2023). Modeling the Factors Affecting the Nuclear Negotiations 

of Iran in the region, its standing with Russia and China. 

The article examines the effectiveness of sanctions on the 

Iranian economy and socio-spatial relations, and exploits 

that although it has achieved its aim of strangulating the 

Iranian authorities, it eventually has aggravated the two 

countries’ interrelation. 

 

V. THE OBAMA AND TRUMP 

ADMINISTRATIONS: DIVERGENT 

APPROACHES 

In another one of the most up-to-date parts of the book, 

Dehnavi views different ways of two Presidents, Barack 

Obama and Donald Trump towards Iran; -to abridge the 

words-, president Trump and President Obama are two 

different ends of a pole; the pole is the United States foreign 

policy and what makes the difference is just their ways of 

navigation. The book presents a detailed study of the 2015 

nuclear agreement with Iran signed by six world powers and 

the European Union in which Iran agreed, for sanctions 

relief, to limit its nuclear program in exchange. 

The book however also highlights how this attitude 

concentrated on the negative constraining future of Iran 

policy led to the collapse of the JCPOA as desired by the 

Trump administration, which re-instituted sanctions and 

took a tougher line against Iran. And with that aggressive 

policy, Iran pulled itself even closer to Russia and China 

than it had been under the Obama administration and made 

the “Middle East situation worse in more than one respect”, 

Dehnavi says. 

VI. THEMATIC ANALYSIS: IDEOLOGY VS. 

PRAGMATISM 

In Dehnavi’s book, the main conflict between ideology and 

realism between the USA and Iran’s relation is apparent 

throughout. He goes on to state that while on some 

occasions the two nations have made realistic diplomatic 

overtures, the ideological aspect came on the way more 

often than not. For Iran, Islamic Revolution ideas have 

always been situated at the top of the foreign relations 

pyramid which also restrained engagement in extra-

territorial activity by American ways. For Dehnavi, this 

ideological narrow-mindedness has contributed to the lack 

of Iran in 5+1 with the Fuzzy Approach: Structural. . . 
ResearchGate. 
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/368645640_Modelin
g_the_Factors_Affecting_the_Nuclear_Negotiations_of_Iran_in_
51_with_the_Fuzzy_Approach_Structural_Equations 
7 Dehnavi, E. A., & Safavipour, A. (2024). Decoding Iran’s Proxy 
Strategy: Determent or Destabilization? A Review and Scientific 
Commentary. Journal of Humanities and Education 
Development, 6(5), 01–06. https://doi.org/10.22161/jhed.6.5.1 
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of security and durable peace in the area; he encourages the 

practice of pleadings that thinks differently concerning such 

tricky issues. 

Scientific Merit and Contribution 

“Sorry, How Can I Get to Washington?” is an impressive 

piece of work in that it is a thorough and academic study of 

a very difficult and a complicated international issue of our 

contemporary times. Dehnavi employs a descriptive-

analytic methodology substantiated with a plethora of 

primary and historical sources providing comprehensively 

where Iran-USA relations reside. 

The real merit of the book is in the attempts to situate the 

facets of the relations between the countries into the 

geopolitical map including political, military and socio-

economic dynamics. In doing this, Dehnavi not only 

illuminates the history, but also indicates the paths that may 

be taken by this strategic relationship in the future; he does 

not limit himself to only singular historical points but rather 

he takes a theoretical and general approach towards the 

deeper philosophical fundamentals in both countries (i.e., 

exceptionalism for the Americans8 and the role of ideology 

for the Iranian)  

 

VII. CONCLUSION 

Ellias Aghili Dehnavi’s "Sorry, How Can I Get to 

Washington?" is an essential resource for scholars, 

policymakers, and students of international relations, 

Middle Eastern studies, and diplomatic history. The book 

offers a detailed and balanced analysis of Iran-USA 

relations, emphasizing the interplay between ideology, 

geopolitics, and diplomacy besides the fluctuations in the 

hegemony of the U.S9. As such, it is a valuable contribution 

to the ongoing discourse on how these two nations might 

navigate their fraught relationship in the years to come. 
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Abstract 

‘Waking up from an American Dream’ discusses the US foreign affairs during Trump’s presidency with an emphasis on the 

particular pillars of terrorism, immigration, and international relations regarding the adversary countries. Written by 

professors Hossein Daheshiar, Ellias Aghili Dehnavi, and Marzieh Iranpour, the work analyzes both the application of the so-

called “Jacksonian” politics by the Trump administration besides the variants of the containment politics, regarding the 

foreign policy of the U.S, the book addresses the multidimensional aspects of security, immigration and diplomacy, addressing 

those particular interactions that are especially relevant in the aftermath of 9/11. This piece, published by tredition gmbh in 

2020, is also a part of wider scholarly debate concerning changes in American politics within the presidency of Trump with, 

however, deeper implications for international relationsi. 

Keywords— Trumpism, foreign policy, security studies, intercontinental peace, immigration.  

 

U.S Foreign Policy and Terrorismii 

The very first chapter of the book focuses on terrorism in 

American policies. The authors present the idea that 

terrorism attacks on the U.S formed a new turning point in 

the development of U.S. politics carving out new policies, 

effective after the September 11th tragedy. This discussion 

is evidenced by some past events, as well as the deeper 

understanding of such events in terms of the processes that 

took place among ordinary American citizens as well as the 

leader after seven/ eleven. As it was stated in the book, the 

U.S. has defined terrorists, MDW, and ‘evil regimes’ as 

three primary threats. The authors assert that this particular 

typology has been influential in the formation of an 

American foreign strategy, especially in the Trump eraiii. 

Especially, it is the change in military policy from 

deterrence to pre-emptive that the authors highlight 

regarding the National Security Strategy for the 21st 

Century, and how it was adjusted over the course of a few 

years following 9/11. As detailed criticism of American 

military offensives in Afghanistan and Iraq Nudged the 

quite rise of American terrorism in these countries - 

Vietnam Syndrome Blame is commonly expressed during 

the lash of America. The authors themselves provide a fair 

account, even as they grapple with the trauma that 

accompanies such defeats with the US, global order in 

tangentially been affected too. 

Immigration Policy: A Political Weaponiv?  

A prominent theme has been Trump’s immigration policy, 

which the authors see as an integral part of his foreign 

policy. They contend that ‘America First’ rhetoric, as well 

as the President’s executive orders regarding immigration, 

including the ban on travel for citizens from predominantly 

Muslim countries, served more of uniting the populace and 

little of providing any defense to the nation’s bordersv. 

When mentioning Trump’s travel bans, the book goes into 

detail on how even when these policies were contested in 

courts, they were also criticized extensively both in the USA 

and outside. Examining various opinions on domestic legal 

matters and their public response, the authors conclude that 

policies instituted by Trump regarding immigrants were 

implementers of the large-scale campaign of changing the 

perception and the values of America. They state that the 
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United States’ portrayal of itself as a nation built on 

opportunity was endangered by the discriminatory policies 

that these proponents proposedvi.  

U.S Defeat in Iraq and Afghanistan 

The two interventions of Iraq and Afghanistan are 

intriguing since they show an analysis of the American 

military in the broadest terms, how these wars transformed 

the conduct of the American military, as those too were 

surprising in developing military outcomes (i.e. having an 

advanced military capacity, no one would expect such 

outcomes) the U.S aggressive foreign policy manifested 

itself in the format of a military paralysis in the upcoming 

years due to a variety of regional ( field) reasons that are 

beyond our current discussions.   

This section seeks to evaluate in detail the challenges that 

were recorded in Afghanistan by showing the U.S. fail to 

achieve a balance between the strategic objectives and the 

environment. As noted by the authors, the technological 

superiority as well as airpower cannot be used in isolation 

against the offensive asymmetric warfare strategies used by 

the Taliban and other insurgents. The writers of the book 

describe the failures of the United States in the war in 

Afghanistan as chronic, in that they proliferated and 

expanded self-illusions over protracted periods of timevii. 

Trump’s Foreign Policy Strategy 

In the book, Trump’s foreign policy is shown as leavened 

by a mixture of variations of unilateralism and militarism. 

The authors explore the “America First” policy of Trump 

and state how it was a radical change from the existing 

foreign policy of the United States. Despite being politically 

unreliable and placing America’s needs ahead of the 

multilateral cooperative arrangements Trump successfully 

alienated the country from its past foreign policy as a world 

power. The risks associated with such a unilateral strategy 

are further illustrated by how Trump pulled the US out of 

the JCPOAviii (Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action) and 

how belligerent he was towards North Korea. 

This chapter further highlights the case of America’s 

withdrawal from NATO which was borne out of trump’s 

fondness for challenges by bounds of international security 

as per this chapter. Domestically, one could appreciate 

Trump's public remarks against NATO and such structures; 

however, his administration blinked and continued the 

defense political structures and used the forces whenever 

appropriate. The authors contend that the style of foreign 

policy exhibited by Trump was mainly responsive to issues 

emanating from within rather than being rationally 

synthesised around action directed towards diplomacy. 

 

 

Coercive Diplomacy and Military Intervention 

The concept of coercive diplomacy terminative strategies 

comes across as prominent in discussions throughout the 

book. The authors illustrate how military or economic 

coercion became a commonplace practice of Trump’s 

administration while pushing for the attainment of specific 

goals. While this plan was meant to avoid an all-out war, it 

nevertheless raised tensions against hostile nations. 

Regarding the strategy itself, the book presents a clear 

criticism, namely that while the time and resources needed 

for the linear approach are more desperate than those 

needed in coercive diplomacy, odious aggression is likely 

to occur further in most cases. 

Moreover, the authors point out that Trump embraced the 

politics of “coercive diplomacy” as a way of thinking that 

is undergirded by more militaristic tendencies, for example, 

in his promotion of military generals to various positions in 

his administration. They contend that this marked a decisive 

departure from the norms of diplomacy which return to 

militarism in foreign policy with immense effects on the 

climate of the worldix. 

 

CONCLUSION 

“Waking up from an American Dream” is a very detailed 

and evaluative speculation of the U.S. foreign policy under 

President Donald Trump. The authors are exceptionally 

good at balancing the issues of terrorism, immigrants, and 

international relations, putting in new developments and 

past events. The most prominent aspect of the book is its 

capacity to put Trump’s policies in the context of the 

evolution of American foreign relations whereby the reader 

is able to appreciate the consequences of such rational 

policies in the long runx. 

All the same, though the book is excellent in its coverage 

especially with the U.S. policy, it is at risk of being overly 

critical of Trump at some points and in the process failing 

to provide other recommendations or even other contrarian 

strategies. There is no doubt that the authors are able to 

demonstrate the erroneous steps of the Trump 

administration, however, the other upcoming versions of the 

book would benefit from a more constructive assessment of 

the U.S. foreign policy in the coming years. But, for those 

who want to know why these last changes have occurred 

and what has happened with American strategies, political 

and military ones, this book is worth readingxi.  
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Abstract 

The purpose of this thesis is to find the similarities and differences between Catch-22 and A Good Man Is Hard to Find in the 

direction of literary genre in black humor. Based on works in both Chinese and English and a lot of literary criticism, the 

systematical research will be done in aspects of art style, language, the writing technique, major character and theme to 

obtain a more profound understanding of these two novels. According the research, the thesis gets conclusions as following: 

Catch-22 and A Good Man Is Hard to Find are both tragedies, but because of the implicit and calm expression of the two 

authors, both the two works have the effect of comedy. The former subverts the traditional narrative mode by describing 

absurd plots in a spider web structure, and portrays a alienated major character - Yossarian, who wants to escape from 

combat, while the latter uses the traditional linear mode to depict a hypocritical character - Grandma. The two characters 

are both anti-heroes. Nevertheless, Catch-22 mostly uses repetition and symbolism to reveal the cruelty of reality and wars 

and show human alienation, while A Good Man Is Hard to Find tends to use the metaphor to express the theme of original 

sin, violence and redemption. 

Keywords— black humor; Catch-22; A Good Man Is Hard to Find; comparative study 

I. INTRODUCTION 

As an indispensable literary genre, black humor plays a 

pivotal role in the history of modern American literature. 

The sound of laughter is mingled with sadness, and absurd 

stories are told in a cold and implicit tone. Academia 

generally thinks that black humor emerged in the 1960s, 

with Joseph Heller's Catch-22 as his typical work, but in 

fact, as early as the 50s, the famous writer O'Connor 

already used the style of black humor in her works, for 

example, A Good Man Is Hard to Find, whether the plot or 

characters are all filled with the evident color of absurdity. 

In recent years, many scholars have devoted themselves to 

exploring the characteristics of both the two works in the 

use of black humor, but they have tended to study them 

respectively rather than have made a comparative analysis 

of the two works. 

In order to fill the gap of the existing relevant studies, this 

thesis aims to systematically study the similarities and 

differences between the two works in the use of black 

humor, covering artistic style, language, writing technique, 

character and theme, so as to obtain a more profound 

understanding of the literary genre of black humor and the 

two works. There are five parts in the thesis: Introduction 

of the main content, importance and structure of the thesis 

are arranged in the first chapter, the second chapter mainly 

introduces the origin. definition and characteristics of 

black humor,as well as the writing background of the two 

works.The third chapter mainly introduces the similarities 

between the two works in terms of writing style, language 

and plot, while the fourth chapter introduces the 

differences between the two works in terms of writing 

technique and theme. The fifth chapter is the summary and 

reflection of this thesis. 

 

II. ABOUT BLACK HUMOR AND THE TWO 

NOVELS 

This second part of the thesis will review the origin, 

definition, and features of black humor. At the same time, 

different writing backgrounds of the two novels will be 

introduced. 
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2.1 Black Humor 

Black humor is also called comedy of despair." "Black" 

refers to the terrible and dark real world, while "humor" 

refers to a sense of relaxation, which is made by the use of 

comic language or a series of writing techniques, such as 

exaggeration, innuendo, irony, etc. Their aim is to reveal 

the absurd and cruel objective reality. Moreover, it is a 

genre of literary creation that depicts the objective reality 

with sarcasm and helplessness in the contradiction 

between individual free will and social reality. This 

literary style has existed since the 1950s, but it wasn't an 

official genre until 1960s, when the book Black Humor 

was published. 

Regarding its origin, the realistic reasons for the 

emergence of black humor literature genre can be 

summarized into two points. 

At first, the society was in the period of recovery after the 

war. America spent a lot of manpower and material 

resources in World War IⅡ, and suffered serious injuries 

and deaths. All kinds of issues, including minority, racial 

discrimination and the rise of the feminist movement 

happened. Criminal activities also emerged endlessly. 

Social turmoil led to people's pessimism. Americans who 

believed in God and reason began to doubt their beliefs, 

some sensitive writers in particular were so upset that they 

began to try to use a cynical language to express their 

despair of this world. 

Secondly, the rapid development of science and 

technology affected people's material and spiritual life, and 

also had a certain impact on people's values. The life of 

people was full of pop music and fashion clothing, 

material progress ushered in more open mind. However, at 

the same time, highly developed material progress seemed 

to fetter the life of people. The loss of individuality and 

free will was what some authors worried about. Facing the 

disordered and dark world, writers produced much 

profound pessimism because they no longer believed in 

the religion and could not see the dawn of the future. 

As for its writing style, just like its name, it expresses the 

dark and absurd world with humorous and ironic language. 

Generally speaking, it has three characteristics. 

Firstly, the ironic language. Black humor works usually 

use the calm and reserved language. On the surface, the 

author is just stating the facts without any subjective 

attitude, but in fact, the author is mocking everything. 

Secondly, the anti-heroes. Characters in black humor 

literature are often unwilling to follow rules and even deny 

traditional values. In sharp contrast to other characters, 

they feel everyone is drunk and they are the only ones who 

are awake. Finally, the haphazard narrative structure. 

Black humor literature usually disrupts the concept of 

time, space and the conventional narrative mode, taking 

the thought as the guide to form a disorganized plot. 

2.2 Different Writing Backgrounds of the Two Novels 

Although Catch-22 and A Good Man Is Hard to Find 

belong to the same school of black humor literature, their 

writing backgrounds are utterly different A Good Man Is 

Hard to Find, written in 1953, was full of strong southern 

cultural characteristics and religious factors, and based on 

the original sin of human beings. The collapse of the 

southern culture and the decline of traditional culture made 

people's beliefs take a hit. The Catholic Church claimed 

that human were born with evil, with the“original sin," and 

people lived in the world in order to atone for their sins. 

Therefore, when God and religion were doubted, people 

began to find other ways to make atonement for the 

original sin. Only if religious beliefs were awakened, 

people could understand the truth of life. O'Connor wrote 

for readers who thought God has died to arouse their 

religious thoughts. 

But Catch-22 was written based on a very different 

background. It dealt with the most compelling subject of 

that time: war. The World War II just ended at that time, 

and the author. who had served as an Air Force bomber 

pilot in the war and had a deep experience of the 

conditions of war, thereby used this novel to reveal the 

cruelty of war. 

 

III. SIMILARITIES ABOUT BLACK HUMOR 

IN THE TWO NOVELS 

This part will show the detailed information of the 

similarities in the Catch-22 and A Good Men Is Hard to 

Find, including 3 aspects. 

3.1 Comic Description of Tragic Content 

Describing absurd stories with a sarcastic attitude is a 

major feature of black humor literature works. The two 

works studied in this thesis also extensively use the effect 

of comedy to describe pessimistic stories. 

At first, in A Good Man Is Hard to Find, the work of 

Flannery O'Connor, comedy effects are very obvious since 

the opening. In the beginning, the father Bailey decides to 

lead the families to go on vacation in Florida, but grandma 

still tries to change his plan. For some time, families 

bicker and squabble with grandma. The argument finishes 

with the following dialogue. 

"All right, Miss," the grandmother said. "Just 

remember that the next time you want me to curl 

your hair." 

June Star said her hair was naturally curly. 

(O'Connor 2014:1) 

https://theshillonga.com/index.php/jhed


Hang                                                                                                             Journal of Humanities and Education Development (JHED) 

J. Humanities Educ. Dev.- 6(5)-2024 

https://theshillonga.com/index.php/jhed                                                                                                                                        31 

The dialogue sounds ordinary, full of warmth and humor. 

Besides, characters are labeled as animals in the novel: the 

child's mother wears a headscarf like rabbit's ears; the 

father wears a shirt with a parrot on it; there is a monkey 

eating lice outside. During the journey, grandma is lively 

and cheerful, and also specially dresses up and says, "In 

case of an accident, anyone seeing her dead on the 

highway would know at once that she was a 

lady."(O'Connor 2014:2) She holds her granddaughter in 

her arms to play and tell stories about her marriage and the 

life when she was a young lady in order to show her 

charm. After the accident, grandma pretends injury to 

avoid grumble of her son, and gabbles on and on instead of 

being silent when she sees "Misfit". Her old trick seems 

humorous, whereas sending the whole family into the hell. 

In short, her works can always highlight the absurdity of 

words and deeds of the characters. Readers read with a 

little curiosity in the easy story description and get a 

reasonable but unexpected ending. 

The comedy of tragic content is also a major feature of 

Joseph Heller's Catch-22. Many episodes in the novel are 

tragedies that make readers feel sad, but the author uses 

the way of comedy to tell. On the one hand, these episodes 

deepens the reader's mawkishness, on the other hand, they 

deepen the tragedy color of the story content. For example, 

in "the Cellar," the colonel forces the priest to admit guilt. 

"Are you guilt or not guilt?" 

"Innocent, Sir," the chaplain licked dry lips with a 

dry tongue, and leaned forward in suspense on the 

edge of his chair. 

"Guilty," said the Colonel. 

"Guilty," said the major. 

"Guilty it is, then," remarked the officer without 

insignia, and wrote a word on a page in the folder. 

"Chaplain," he continued, looking up, "we accuse 

you also of the commission of crimes and 

infractions we don't even know about yet. Guilty or 

not ? " 

"I don't know, Sir. How can I say if you don't tell 

me what they are?" 

"How can we tell you if we don't know?" 

"Guilty," decided the colonel. 

"Sure, he's guilty." agreed the major. "If they're his 

crimes and his infractions, he must have committed 

them." 

"Guilty it is, then," chanted the officer without 

insignia. (Heller 2010:443) 

The conversation is illogical. The priest is on trial without 

knowing what is going on, but on the contrary, he is not 

imprisoned, the colonel tells him to leave at once. The 

language of this dialogue is really compact and lengthy, 

full of comic effect, but it is easy to see priest's despair and 

fear through the repetitive language. 

The writers of black humor novels make the tragic content 

comedic and make use of the sharp contrast between 

tragedy and comedy to express more desperate feelings. 

3.2 Emotionless and Calm Language 

The emotionless writing attitude means that the author 

does not add any subjective color and does not involve any 

ethical and moral evaluation in the writing process, so that 

readers will not be restricted by any evaluation criteria or 

affected by the author's personal will, they will have their 

own real and profound thinking after reading. In addition, 

the emotionless language often contains the deep and 

ironic meaning. 

In A Good Man Is Hard to Find, Flannery O'Connor writes 

in a very calm attitude. There is no background rendering, 

without any scene foil, just an outsider who tells the whole 

story without any subjective color. For example, in the plot 

of shooting the old lady, the author describes very directly, 

"The Misfit sprang back as if a snake had bitten him and 

shot her three times through the chest. Then he put his gun 

down on the ground and took off his glasses and began to 

clean them." (0'Connor 2014:14) 

There are six verbs in a sentence, but not one adjective, 

which shows the degree of objectivity. Besides, the author 

writes in the end, "She would of been a good woman,' The 

Misfit said, 'If it had been somebody there to shoot her 

every minute of her life." (O'Connor 2014:14) Words 

came to an abrupt end without any moral judgment. The 

same phenomenon also exists in Joseph Heller's Catch-22. 

For example, in the chapter of Mrs. Daneeka, Dr. Daneeka 

is mistakenly presumed dead because his name is kept on 

the list of people in the crashed plane, but in fact, he does 

not board the plane, he is still alive. There is a dialogue in 

the novel. 

"Just look how cold I am right now. You're 

sure you're not holding anything back?" 

"You're dead, Sir,"one of his two enlisted 

men explained. 

Doc. Daneeka jerked his head up quickly 

with resentful distrust. "What's that?" 

"You're dead, sir," repeated the other. 

"That's probably the reason you always feel so cold. 

"That's right, sir. You've probably been 

dead all this time and we just didn't detect it. (Heller 

2010:392) 
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The language of the characters is plain and calm, which 

makes people laugh a lot when they read it. However, 

there is no doubt that after the mockery, they can really 

feel the strong sense of satire, which causes people to think 

deeply about the ruthlessness of the war. 

3.3 Anti-heroes 

Black Humor literature genre is good at creating anti-

hero". "Anti-hero" refers to the contrastive image of 

"hero", marking the publicity of individualism, the decline 

of traditional moral concept and people's doubts about 

ideal and faith. Furthermore, "anti-hero" negates all 

traditional views, and obeys social values in the opposite 

direction. This kind of character image can be seen in 

Catch-22 and A Good Man Is Hard to Find. 

First of all, in the novel Catch-22, Yossarian is a typical 

anti-hero. In the war, people are actively contributing to 

society, but Yossarian, after seeing the selfish ideas of 

superiors and finding that they are doing cruel things with 

lie of patriotism, only wants to survive. He is determined 

to stay in the hospital, not on the front line to fight. He 

rejoices in his stable body temperature of one hundred and 

one degree Fahrenheit, so that he can stay in the hospital. 

As an officer, he should check all the letters of soldiers, 

but Yossarian does not check carefully or responsibly. 

After the first day no curiosity at all. To break the 

monotony he invented games. Death to all modifiers, he 

declared one day, and out of every letter that passes 

through his hands went every adverb and every adjective. 

The next day he made war on articles. He reached a much 

higher plane of creativity the following day when he 

blacked out everything in the letters but a, an and the. 

(Heller 2010:8) 

On the surface, Yossarian is quite absurd and even a little 

irresponsible, but in fact, his behavior reflects the darkness 

and decay of the society and the darkness of the 

bureaucracy from the side. His weird behavior is like a 

distorting mirror to reflect the chaotic world and desperate 

human beings. 

Secondly, in A Good Man Is Hard to Find, the old lady is 

also a typical anti-hero. In order to let Bailey go to the 

house she wants, she pretends that there are vessels of 

silver, but they are never found. She arouses the children's 

curiosity, so Bailey is urged to arrive at that old house. It's 

the beginning of the tragedy, from here it can be seen that 

the old lady is a very cunning woman. When the car turns 

into a roadside ditch, when "Misfit" appears and wants to 

kill them, the old lady is still persuading "Misfit". 

"You wouldn't shoot a lady, would you?" the 

grandmother said and removed a clean handkerchief 

from her cuff and began to slap at her eyes with it. 

Listen, the grandmother almost screamed, I know 

you're a good man. You don't look a bit like you 

have common blood. I know you must from nice 

people." 

"Bailey Boy!" the grandmother called in a tragic 

voice but she found she was looking at The Misfit 

squatting on the ground in front of her. "I just know 

you're a good man," she said desperately. "You're 

not a bit common!" 

"Pray, pray," the grandmother began, pray, pray..." 

(O'Connor 2014:9-12) 

From these descriptions, on the one hand, the old lady is 

urging "Misfit" not to kill her. She keeps reminding 

"Misfit" that he is a good boy, even if she knows that he is 

not, but a man full of sin. She calls out Bailey's name, but 

at this time she cares more about her own life. On the other 

hand, the old lady keeps praying. She believes in 

Christianity, but she is afraid in the face of death, which 

shows that she is not a true believer in Christianity and is 

very hypocritical. Her selfish, hypocritical and absurd 

character image is portrayed incisively and vividly, which 

violates the image of "hero". 

 

IV. DIFFERENCES ABOUT BLACK HUMOR 

IN THE TWO NOVELS 

In this part, the differences between Catch-22 and A Good 

Man Is Hard to Find will be analyzed in the terms of 

narrative technique and themes. 

4.1 Narrative Technique 

The black humor literature cannot be separated from 

successful use of writing skills. 

First of all, the technique of repetition is used in Catch-22. 

There are not only a lot of repetitive words, but also 

several repetitive plots. The word mission" repeats many 

times in Catch-22, 302 times in all. It runs through out the 

whole novel with shorter and shorter intervals, and more 

and more flights required. This repetition makes the 

readers perceive cruelty of superiors, and makes the plots 

more intense. 

Secondly, the repetition of the plot is also obvious. For 

example, the description of the "soldier in white" in the 

novel. "The soldier in white was encased from head to toe 

in plaster and gauze. He had two useless legs and two 

useless arms. Sewn into the bandage over the insides of 

both elbows were zippered lips through which he was fed 

clear fluid from a clean jar, The only thing visible is the 

worn black hole around the top of the cavity. Nurse 

Duckett found the soldier dead until a temperature check." 

(Heller 2010:10) This scene is described three times in all, 
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respectively in chapter 1, chapter 17 and chapter 34. In 

short, as Nicholas Bayley says, "The structure of the novel 

is a recurring plot process. (Bayley 1998:57) And this 

repetition has its specific narrative effect. As Cheng Yanxi 

said, "These recurring themes, together with some 

recurring characters, events and languages make this 

seemingly scattered work have internal cohesion and 

unity." (Cheng Xilin 2006:44) 

Finally, this novel is also good at using symbolic 

technique of expression. The most obvious example is the 

clue throughout the book: Catch-22. The content of the 

Catch-22 is as follows: on the basis of Catch-22, a 

madman can stop flying, but he must have evidence which 

can prove he is a madman, and at the same time, it also 

stipulates that those who can realize the danger of flight 

and make an application for flight exemption should 

continue to perform the flight mission. Moreover, Catch-

22 says that pilots can return home after finishing specified 

times of flying, but the superior gives the pilot more and 

more flights, and they can not defy him because pilots 

must obey orders. Seemingly simple Catch-22 is actually a 

trap that goes round and round, which symbolizes the 

chaotic and unreasonable bureaucracy of the United States 

at that time, and reflects the bitter and desperate life of the 

Americans who can not disobey. 

Whether it is repetition or symbolism, the author intends to 

deepen the absurd color. The sad plots are repeated over 

and over again to strengthen the readers' memory, thus 

forming a dark and melancholy picture in the mind. 

Moreover, they make the readers fall into deep thinking 

after laughing. 

O'Connor is not good at using repetition and symbolism in 

A Good Man Is Hard to Find, instead she uses metaphor. 

For example, the important character "Misfit" in the novel 

is a metaphor for the person who is incompatible with the 

world and is distorted by the injustice of society. Misfit" 

once has faith in god and believes in happiness. However, 

after returning to his hometown after the World War IⅡ, he 

is sentenced to jail, and doctors in the prison say he is in 

jail because he kills his father. "Misfit" can not believe 

such a lie, because his father has died of flu in 1919. 

"Misfit" racks his brain trying to remember exactly what 

he has done, but he can not. He is still unable to 

understand why he is punished, not others. From the plot 

of the story, "Misfit" has experienced various hardships of 

life, which make him begin to question God. The chaos of 

reality and the absurdity of existence make him believe 

that only through madness and violence can modern man 

find the meaning of himself and his existence. 

In addition, this novel also involves many environmental 

descriptions. The woods where the car turns over, for 

example. The author describes the woods just as a dark 

opening mouth, which can engulf them at any time. In this 

woods, the families all die. Therefore, the woods, in fact, 

is the hell, and the families fell into the hell of death. 

The dark humor of A Good Man Is Hard to Find is based 

on these metaphorical plots. The author does not express 

the characters and environment in straightforward 

language but brings out the thought-provoking plots 

through the relaxed and humorous style. Seemingly, the 

author is joking, but actually, she is hinting at a terrible 

ending. 

4.2 Different Theme 

The theme of A Good Man Is Hard to Find is mainly 

divided into two points. The first point is original sin, and 

the second point is violence and redemption. 

At first, A Good Man Is Hard to Find already illustrates 

the theme in its title,which is full of black humor: good 

people are hard to find or there are no good people. This 

point comes from the doctrine of original sin of Augustine, 

meaning "everyone has sin." However, O'Connor does not 

directly use original sin or suchlike similar title to name 

her novel, but naming in another way and at the same time, 

retaining its original meaning. This way of naming is very 

ironic, just like a humorous exclamation for human, but its 

rooted meaning is actually connected with the original sin, 

and aims to satirize people who have lost religious beliefs 

and ignored original sin in that time. The content of 

doctrine of original sin is: because of the fall of Adam, all 

people born in this world have become slaves of sin, and 

no one can fully choose to follow God, and avoid sin or 

receive salvation except by the grace of God. Therefore, 

there is no good man in the world. The people who claim 

that he is a good man will not obtain the redemption, 

because he knows less of his guilty conscience. The only 

way to obtain the redemption is to realize the salvation of 

his sins. 

"On the journey, the old woman smuggled the cat along, 

intend for the cat to be left alone in the house for three 

days because she would miss her too much and she was 

afraid that it might brush against one of her gas burners 

and accidentally asphyxiate itself." (O'Connor 2014:2) The 

old lady pretends to be a good person all the time, but she 

can not help showing her hypocrisy. When the old lady 

sees the black children without pants, instead of feeling 

sorry for their poverty, she says, "Oh, look at the cute little 

pickaninny...Wouldn't that make a picture, now?...If I 

could paint, I'd paint that picture." (O'Connor 2014:3) Her 

pride in her artistic sense and pretended elegance make her 

like a good man." However, the guise or hypocrisy is itself 

a mistake, the grandma can not realize her sins, but 

continues to make mistakes pretending to be "a good 
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man." Her hypocrisy is absurd, her efforts in being perfect 

and gentle are also absurd. The author does not directly 

write her sin, even none of a word about it. On the 

contrary, she still shows how the grandma pretends to be 

gentle, which creates an image of an old brat and lets the 

readers find her sins themselves. 

The second important theme is violence and redemption. 

According to O'Connor, the sinner himself will not 

voluntarily confess his guilt. Only by breaking his fixed 

ideas and pushing him to the edge of helplessness can he 

realize the harm of the sin caused by the weakness of 

human nature and obtain the grace of God. In this novel, 

the violence saves two main characters. The first is the old 

lady. She has claimed to be a true believer of God, and her 

religious beliefs are very strong. She tries to move "Misfit" 

in her own words, and let the "Misfit" pray for the 

salvation of God. But when the "Misfit" is going to kill 

her, she no longer believes in God, because God does not 

intend to save her from death. 

Hiram and Bobby Lee returned from the woods and stood 

over the ditch, looking down at the grandmother who half 

sat and half lay in a puddle of blood with her legs crossed 

under her like a child's and her face smiling up at the 

cloudless sky.(O'Connor 2014:14) 

This part tells that the violence saves the grandma, instead 

of writing plainly. O'Connor describes it implicitly. If 

readers have no religious knowledge, they will feel this 

death position is strange, even ridiculous. And readers may 

question why focus on the death position of the old 

grandmother. This is the characteristic of black humor, 

which hides deep meaning in the depths, allowing readers 

to find deep meaning behind plain words. What's more, in 

order to survive, she strokes "Misfit" like a mother, 

comforts him and encourages him. Although she does not 

escape from death in the end, she becomes a true believer 

and is saved by God through her death. 

The second is the redemption of "Misfit". The "Misfit" is a 

miserable man. The indifference of the world and the 

unfairness of society make him, an honest boy, turn into a 

murderous thug. He has no faith, his life is no fun, and his 

heart is empty. Therefore, he kills people to find the fun of 

living and prove the existence of his own. After killing the 

old woman, an accomplice says: "Some fun!" Misfit says: 

"Shut up. It's no real pleasure in life." (O'Connor 2014:14) 

This shows that "Misfit" has realized that killing can not 

get the fun he wants, and he has to continue to flee in this 

boring world. He understands this truth, and his heart has 

been redeemed, and this redemption is also brought to him 

by violence. The novel concentrates on the description of 

morbid or abnormal characters, which also contributes to 

the formation of the theme, that is to say, the theme of A 

Good Man Is Hard to Find is presented through the 

morbid or abnormal characters. With the unembellished 

language, the novel becomes a successful and 

representative one of black humor novels. 

The main theme of Catch-22 is alienation. It runs through 

the whole novel. First of all, the alienation of society and 

the powerful bureaucracy directly cause the alienation of 

character.The well-known Catch-22 is formulated in the 

army, which asks pilots to absolutely obey orders. It means 

the officers can increase flight number without constraints, 

because the pilot must obey. In addition, madman is 

allowed to stop flying, but the madman will not admit that 

he is. People who admit would not be madmen, then they 

must continue to fly. This irrational and insane system 

deprives pilots of freedom, dignity and life. Besides, the 

interpersonal relationship is not harmonious. 

The most obvious character of alienation is the protagonist 

- Yossarian. Yossarian originally is a kind and honest 

person, full of sense of justice. He has made a lot of 

meritorious military service, which promotes him to be a 

captain. However, when he witnesses all sorts of absurdity 

in the army, he starts to be mad and despairing, trying to 

escape from the mission and return home. As a famous 

officer in the war, Yossarian's alienation is purely caused 

by the darkness and injustice of the system. Facing the 

darkness of society, he does not try to solve it, but flee 

from it. This manner is contrary to the normal human 

nature, which is complete alienation. 

Alienation, in fact, is the result of chaotic society. The 

alienated society does not have strict discipline, the 

alienated Catch-22 lacks logic, and the alienated characters 

become abnormal. They all make the novel absurd. What 

differs from A Good Man Is Hard to Find is that Catch-22 

focuses more on the presentation of absurd facts. On the 

surface, the theme of alienation reflects the abnormality of 

various things, but actually, it satirizes and mocks the 

darkness and decay of the society. The absurd plots, 

preposterous rules, and ridiculous characters are combined 

with plain language to embody the characteristics of black 

humor. 

Although the themes of these two works are different, they 

both embody the meaning of black humor novel: to expose 

the absurd reality. On the basis of reality, the authors turn 

their feelings into words, telling the story of despair and 

helplessness. 

 

V. CONCLUSION 

In view of the comparative study of black humor in Catch-

22 and A Good Man Is Hard to Find, this thesis is based 

on the Chinese and English versions of the two works and 
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a large number of literary criticism. The artistic style, 

language, writing technique, character and theme of the 

two works are systematically studied, readers will gain a 

more deep going understanding of the two works. 

Through the study, this thesis has analyzed the similarities 

and differences of black humor in Catch-22 and A Good 

Man Is Hard to Find. The similarities are: both of the two 

works use the language of comedy to describe the tragic 

stories. The language used by the authors is implicit and 

emotionless. Their main characters are "anti-heroes". Their 

differences are: the two works use different main writing 

techniques. Catch-22 is good at using symbolism and 

repetition, A Good Man Is Hard to Find is good at using 

metaphor. In addition. The main theme of Catch-22 is 

alienation, while A Good Man Is Hard to Find focuses on 

original sin, violence and redemption. 

Obviously, the above findings of this study are of 

remarkable relevance to the comparison between the two 

works. These findings may have the following theoretical 

and experimental implications: There is still insufficient 

research on the similarities and differences between the 

two works. This thesis only mentions three points of 

similarities and two points of differences. But in fact, it 

also has more similarities and differences between them 

ready to be explored. 

At the same time, however, this study also suffers from 

certain limitations such as the following: (1) Due to the 

limitation of space and time and the writer's ability, the 

theoretical exploration of the comparison between Catch-

22 and A Good Man Is Hard to Find is still not adequate 

enough, and needs to be further expanded and improved in 

content and form in the future. (2) Due to the lack of 

conditions and resources, the comparative illustration of 

the structure in terms of black humor between Catch-22 

and A Good Man Is Hard to Find cannot be satisfactorily 

studied, and future studies should explore it. 
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Abstract 

School management are responsible for demonstrating accountability, transparency and delegating financial responsibility. 

The head of school is also responsible for income, expenditure, book-keeping, and other accounting works. This study 

examined the knowledge and impact of heads of schools administrative training on school financial management control in 

public secondary schools in Mbeya rural district. The primary data were collected using questionnaire and interview guide 

from 66 respondets. The sample was chosen from each selected secondary school teachers using simple random sampling 

technique and head of school using purposive sampling techniques. The data were analyzed using Statistical Package for 

Social Science (SPSS ver. 20) for quantitative data and content analysis for qualitative data. The study results revealed that, 

heads of schools have knowledge about procedures of getting school funds as planned. During making school budget staff 

members are involved to make decision as the way of disseminating knowledge and skills on the subject matter. The study 

recommend that school administration should promote teamwork with all essential stakeholders particularly making 

decisions about various school budgetary issues. Government should ensure that heads of schools mainly in most public 

secondary schools undergo effective training about proper management of school financial resources for the sake of general 

school development. 

Keywords— Administration, Budget, Finance, School Management, Training  

 

I. INTRODUCTION 

In a modern world, the educational sector has experienced 

a drastic increase in school management responsibilities 

with the rise of technology applications, abiding by new 

legislations and the pressure of the global economy (Ezeh 

& Ogara 2020). School heads play generous roles in 

improving the quality of secondary school education 

around the world (Robina et al., 2018). Besides their 

tedious responsibilities as school heads, they also work as 

financial managers in their respective schools (Radzi et al., 

2015). The role of school heads as financial managers has 

changed meaningfully from the earliest time to the modern 

era (Espinosa, 2018; Rupia & Musa, 2022). 

In Sub-Saharan Africa, educational institutions require 

proper management of financial resources for survival 

(Wasiche, et al., 2018). Success or failure of any 

educational institution in terms of quality education 

provision rests highly on the effective management of 

financial resources leading to sustainable development 

(Phylisthers et al., 2018). School heads must maintain, 

financial management effectiveness, efficiency, equity, 

responsiveness, relevance, reflexivity focusing on 

sustainability, eventually ensure the quality teaching and 

the learning processing secondary schools (Amos et al., 

2021). Most developing countries in Sub-Saharan Africa 

have a shortage of head of schools with well-honed 

management skills since are often not well prepared for 

tasks they must undertake and is neither given sufficient 

training to perform these tasks (Marando et al., 2022). The 

lack of financial training to the head of schools leads to 

massive corruption and financial mismanagement, whereas 

the lack of financial resources leads to the retrenchment of 

educators. Such as poor performance by head of schools is 
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located in the schools themselves, in the match of goals, 

resources and expertise that enact and deliver educational 

programs (Edmund & Lyamtane, 2018). 

Poor financial management in most of the African schools 

is one of the major reasons that prevent effective 

management of schools due to overspending or under 

spending which can lead to misappropriation and 

mismanagement of school funds (Amirizei & Nwachukwu, 

2018). Incompetency in procurement, inadequate and 

irregular auditing, and lack of accounting supportive 

documents and records and inability to prepare end year 

financial statements are some of the financial problems 

facing school administration in Africa (Ezeh & Ogara, 

2020). Poor financial management lead to derailing of 

school’s operations such as procuring teaching materials, 

remunerating teachers, organizing and executing academic 

tours, among others (Rupia & Musa, 2022). School 

management and school heads are responsible for 

demonstrating accountability and transparency and 

delegating financial responsibility. It becomes imperative 

schools to consider financial management in order to 

enhance their performance and mitigate exposure to 

financial risks (Edmund & Lyamtane, 2018). 

In Tanzania context, the work done by the government 

through the National Framework for teachers of 2020 

which emphasized training of teachers and heads of 

secondary schools on financial management and other 

administrative and working skills was of great help. 

(Ministry of Education,2020). Despite that, yet the 

financial management skills deficiency poses a challenge 

to head of school in financial management in public 

schools (Edmund & Lyamtane, 2018). Any teacher can be 

appointed as head in provided he or she has completed a 

certain number of years of teaching. Such head of school 

are required to ensure acquisition of resources, allocation 

of resources and evaluation of the implementation of plans 

(Lacsa, 2022). Each public school has a savings or current 

bank account and it is only the head of school that is 

eligible to carry out bank transactions. Head of school is 

expected to repair the premises, clean the school, and 

manage energy and office costs (Amos et al., 2021). Apart 

from income and expenditure, the head of school is also 

responsible for income and expenditure, book-keeping, 

and other accounting work regarding. Internal audit is also 

undertaken by the head of school in the school (Radzi, 

Ghani, Siraj & Afshari, 2018).  

The school administrators like heads of secondary schools 

must have financial management skills, learning skills, 

analytical thinking skills, creative thinking skills, problem 

solving skills, communication skills, teamwork skills, 

technological and digital skills, human relation skills and 

moral skills, (Sonsaard & Darbavasu, 2019). The 

capability of the heads of secondary schools in terms of 

skills, knowledge and training in matters related to finance 

as a factor of financial management preparedness is the 

main social concern (Espinosa, 2018; Ezeh & Ogara, 

2020; Rupia & Musa, 2022). Despite the efforts put in 

place, heads of schools continue to encounter challenges in 

the management of school funds. This can be attributed to 

the lack of financial training among heads of schools or 

even the absence of school bursars. The ordinary teachers 

in respective schools have been acting as school bursars. 

Financial management capability may prevail when the 

head of public secondary schools has the knowledge and 

understanding of the basic processes involved in managing 

the accounts of schools, the budgeting process and controls 

that are necessary to ensure that the schools funds are not 

mismanaged. Thus, this paper assesses the knowledge and 

impact of heads of schools administrative training on 

financial management in public secondary schools in 

Mbeya Rural District. 

 

II. LITERATURE REVIEW 

Heads of secondary schools needed training in various 

management areas which included financial management, 

academic management, office management, human 

resource management and general management (Amos, 

Ephrahem & Africanus, 2021). Gender wise comparison 

indicates that male heads needed more training than female 

heads in various management areas. It was also found that 

heads of secondary schools working in Rawalpindi district 

required more training as compared to heads of secondary 

schools working in Islamabad. Rupia & Musa, (2022) 

pointed out that complexity of acquiring and managing 

funds for the operation of the school and the consequences 

of the correct use and control of the available funds 

demand particular knowledge and skills from the Head as 

s/he is the person responsible, according to the law. At the 

same time, a special computer programme for the detailed 

recording, filing and control of the entire school financial 

management task is necessary. The Head should be 

computer literate, that is, in a position to know how to 

work and control the system. The discussion above leads 

to the conclusion that the Head teachers need specialized 

and updated training on school financial management 

issues, a fact that they –themselves‐ discover in practice.  

According to Amos, Ephrahem & Africanus, (2021), 

financial management skills such as mobilizing school 

funds, monitoring, evaluation of budget and auditing skills 

were essential for school financial management. The study 

also found that most of the school heads, bursars, and 

clerks possess insufficient skills in financial management 
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as school managers. Other financial management 

challenges were a shortage of school funds, poor 

monitoring, evaluation and auditing of school finances. 

The study suggests strategies such as capacity building 

among the school heads, bursar and clerks. Also, 

decentralization of financial decision making, relevant 

school mission and vision, enhance effective monitoring, 

evaluation and auditing of financial report as strategies for 

improving school heads’ financial management skills. 

Finally, this study recommends that school heads as prime 

financial managers of schools should demonstrate a 

professional code of conduct with high ethical standards 

by being honesty and trustworthiness in financial 

management to ensure quality education provision in 

secondary schools. 

Wairima & Nasieku, (2019) revealed that financial 

competence, budget control and auditing had statistically 

significant effect on financial management effectiveness in 

secondary schools. The study concluded that these factors 

had a statistically significant effect on financial 

management effectiveness in secondary schools. The study 

recommended that education regulators should ensure that 

accounting officers have adequate knowledge and skills 

necessary to manage school funds through organizing 

periodic relevant training on financial management for the 

principles. Budgeting should be done objectively with 

proper forecasts involving all the stakeholders. Every 

secondary school should have an operational budget in 

place with strong controls in place. Auditors should be 

independent and not have personal interests when doing 

their work. There should be more auditors to enhance 

frequent auditing of schools as the current number is 

seriously in adequate. Principals and accounts 

clerks/bursars should go for frequent training on auditing 

techniques. The study findings will help the government as 

policy makers and financiers of institutions in 

strengthening financial management policies and 

procedures to ensure that the objective of financial 

management is achieved and also enhance financial 

control measures. Also, will help schools’ management to 

improve their financial management. 

The study of Nwafukwa & Aja, (2015), revealed that 

secondary school principals require budgetary skills for 

financial management for the implementation. Financial 

management skills are imperatives for in secondary school 

principals for the implementation of the education 

programme. This is so because, the skills will enable them 

have knowledge on how to budget, audit, report, account 

for all monies meant for the school activities 

implementation. Also, equally help them to check on 

regular basis financial fraud that is ravaging educational 

system. If this is done, monies allocated to Basic 

Education Boards will properly be utilized so that the aims 

of introducing the free education programme will be 

achieved. The study recommended that among others that 

government should organize workshops and seminars for 

junior secondary school principals to update their 

knowledge more on financial skill management. 

Ezeh & Ogara (2020), revealed that principals fund 

management had positive effect on the coordination of 

schools and budget control had positive effect on the 

provision of instructional materials in schools. The study 

concluded that poor financial management is one of the 

major reasons that derail effective management of schools 

due to overspending or under spending which can lead to 

misappropriation and mismanagement of school funds. In 

the same breadth, it is pointed out that incompetency in 

procurement, inadequate and irregular auditing, lack of 

accounting supportive documents and records and also 

inability to prepare end year financial statements are some 

of the financial problems facing school administration in 

Education zone. It was recommended that secondary 

school financial management policy should consider 

funding of instructional materials as a pre-requisite 

towards realization of educational goals in schools. 

Finally, budgetary plans should be made and strictly 

adhered to in terms of implementation. 

Marando et al., (2022), revealed that the heads of schools 

enhance the use of decision making on financial 

management skills in their schools as they were trained but 

they need to improve the use of the skills to involve all 

staffs. The study concluded that the heads of schools 

attended the program enhances the use of decision making 

on financial management skills in their schools as they 

were trained in but only, they need to improve the use of 

the skill to involve both staffs means teaching staff and 

non- teaching staff on decision making on financial 

management. The study recommends that training shall be 

provided to both school managers and heads of schools to 

enable them to achieve school goals of teachers and 

institutions. Ugiriwabo, Tuyishime, Nizeyimana & 

Ntahobavukira, (2023) revealed that school funds are well 

used to avail enough teaching aids, to train teachers in 

different domains, to hire qualified teachers if in need and 

many more which yields in improving students’ outcomes. 

Also, indicates a positive relationship between financial 

management practices and secondary schools’ academic 

performance. The study identified poor academic 

performance in National examination of students in day 

schools. There are other students’ related factors which 

can positively or negatively affect students’ achievements. 

Courses related to financial managements should be 

integrated in schools for pre-service teachers but also the 
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in-service training need more attention for school to be 

effectively managed. 

 

III. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

The target population involved 6 public secondary schools 

within the selected 5 wards in Mbeya Rural District. The 

study employed purposive sampling and simple random 

sampling whereby each person has an equal chance of 

being selected and the required sample size of respondents 

was purposively and proportionally selected from each 

selected secondary school. The sample size involved 66 

respondents. The study employed the concurrent research 

design which is also called Convergent research design as 

a framework to guide the fact under study. Qualitative data 

obtained were analyzed thematically and quantitative data 

were analyzed using frequencies and percentages and 

presented in tables using Statistical Package for Social 

Science (SPSS version 20) 

Findings of the Study 

Knowledge and Skills of Heads of Schools in Effective 

Financial Management  

Training of head of schools on financial management leads 

to effective implementation of school activities. Training 

helps school management to follow guidelines of financial 

managements, by involving others in financial matters, 

recording all expenditures as required they limit 

unnecessary costs and use school funds in way that is 

productive. Training on financial issues leads head of 

schools to use money efficiently to improve the school in 

terms of infrastructures, buying scholastic materials, 

building laboratories which in turn create conducive 

learning and teaching environment. Finally, effective 

financial management practices in schools yields students, 

academic performance in the same school. 

Knowledge on Procedures of Getting Funds 

The study findings (Table 1) show knowledge and skills of 

heads of public secondary schools about financial 

management on procedures of getting funds. In this matter 

50% agreed about the subject matter that heads of 

secondary schools have knowledge about procedures of 

getting school fund as planned.   

Table 1: Procedure of Getting Funds and Financial Assistance 

 Frequency Percent 

 

Strongly agree 13 19.7 

Agree 33 50.0 

Moderately agree 15 22.7 

Strongly disagree 5 7.6 

Total 66                                     100.0 

 

It was mentioned by one respondent that: 

“Most of the heads of schools in public 

secondary schools are aware of financial 

management procedures, statutory 

instruments and operational manuals that 

are used in schools due continues training 

and induction in financial management 

matters which are offered to them except the 

new promoted heads of schools face 

difficult just for few days. Circulars 

pertaining to new procurement procedures 

are yet in schools which are to be 

implemented” (Interviewee, July, 2024). 

Knowledge on Budget Utilization Procedure 

The study findings revealed that, out of 66 respondents, 35 

respondents which is equal to 53.0% strongly agreed that 

heads of schools have knowledge and skills on school 

budget utilization procedures while 13 respondents equal 

to 19.7% agreed and 15(22.7%) disagreed about the 

subject matter (Table 2). This implies that heads of schools 

have strong knowledge and skills on school budget 

utilization tactics which open a room of performing school 

duties related to finance clearly.  
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Table 2: Procedure of manageable utilization of budget 

 

One of the respondents said that; 

“The mismanagement of funds provided by 

government meant for the education of 

children is one of the causes of the 

deterioration of standard of education in 

some schools if the heads of schools do not 

have knowledge on how to utilize it 

properly. It is regrettable that government 

funds provided for the welfare of students 

being embezzled by some heads of schools 

and district financial manager. The future 

and academic performance of students 

depends on the sensible knowledge towards 

managing scarce financial resources” 

(Interviewee, July, 2024). 

Knowledge on Records Keeping 

The findings from (Table 3) implies that heads of public 

secondary schools have strong knowledge and skills on 

how to keep school financial records since they are 

practising every day. The statement is proved by the study 

findings that, out of the 66 respondents interviewed 53 

respondents which is equal to 80.3% strongly agreed on 

the subject matter.  

Table 3: Procedure of maintaining records, income, expenditures and verification 

 Frequency Percent 

 

Strongly agree 53 80.3 

Agree 1 1.5 

Moderately agree 9 13.6 

Disagree 3 4.5 

Total 66                                 100.0 

 

One interviewee made the following remarks:  

“The head of schools were inducted on 

financial management soon after the 

directives that school funds will be directed 

to the school accounts. Always district 

financial officers assist heads of schools in 

financial management strategies whenever 

they come for monitoring. In each season of 

the year heads of schools are trained on 

school financial management issues” 

(Interviewee, July, 2024). 

Knowledge on Managing Petty Cash and Monthly 

Expenditure 

Out of 66 respondents, 32 respondents equal to 48.5% 

agreed while 17 respondents which is equal to 25.8% 

strongly agreed on the subject matter that heads of schools 

have knowledge on managing petty cash as well as 

performing monthly expenditure in an organized manner. 

Table 4: Managing petty cash fund/monthly expenditure bills 

 Frequency Percent 

 

Strongly agree 17 25.8 

Agree 32 48.5 

Moderately agree 15 22.7 

Disagree 2 3.0 

Total 66                                      100.0 

 

 Frequency Percent 

 

Strongly agree 35 53.0 

Agree 13 19.7 

Moderately agree 3 4.5 

Disagree 15 22.7 

Total 66                                  100.0 
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One of the respondents asserted that; 

“I always use knowledge and directives 

given during training to use petty cash and 

daily school expenditure. The simple 

knowledge which I have, I use it to ensure 

school expenditure is performed well and 

organized according to the school 

financial plan”. (Interviewee, July, 2024) 

The findings in (Table 4) implies that heads of schools 

have strong knowledge and skills about school budget 

utilization tactics which open a room of performing well 

concerning school duties. The heads of public secondary 

schools have strong knowledge and skills about keeping 

the school financial records and taking care all daily 

financial activities. 

The study is in line with Amirizei & Nwachukwu, (2018), 

that heads of secondary schools need training in various 

management areas which included financial management, 

academic management, office management, human 

resource management and general management. Amos et 

al., (2021), revealed that financial management skills such 

as mobilizing school funds, monitoring, evaluation of 

budget and auditing skills were essential for school 

financial management. The study also found that most of 

the school heads, bursars, and clerks possess insufficient 

skills in financial management as school managers. 

Decentralization of financial decision making, relevant 

school mission and vision, enhance effective monitoring, 

evaluation and auditing of financial report as strategies for 

improving school heads’ financial management skills. 

Merano, (2023) revealed that most school heads are 

middle-aged with low family income and lack training in 

school financial management. They manage various 

financial resources, with small enrolment and teacher 

populations. In the area of budgeting, accounting, 

procurement, and asset management, most school heads 

are competent, but few are less competent. In this matter 

family income and number of attended trainings are related 

to asset management competence. The study recommends 

that school heads attend training and seminars related to 

school financial management, involving school planning 

teams and community involvement. Effective management 

of school financial resources is crucial for financing all 

school activities. 

The study also is in line with Msoka, Muteti & Lyamtane, 

(2020) who revealed that major study heads of schools 

implemented the capitation grants guideline with little 

adjustments to suit specific needs of the school by using 

little knowledge acquired during training. The study also 

revealed that, in some cases heads of school were not 

effective in managing capitation grants due to the presence 

of many challenges hampering their management of the 

grants. The study recommends that the government should 

timely disburse enough capitation grants to specific school 

equivalent to the number of student’s enrolment. 

Better school financial management skills and knowledge 

bring other benefits, such as better decision making, ability 

to outline specific areas for improvement, ability to 

examine the progress of achieving set targets, timely 

program evaluations, greater budgetary control and 

improved administrative efficiency and mandated 

reporting (Allison, 2015). Comprehensive financial 

planning and records are part of school data that can be 

used to ensure that resources are being used productively. 

Producing the reports may also facilitate better 

communication between school leaders and personnels, as 

well as parents and the wider local community, especially 

in regards to the use of the school’s revenue, which in turn 

increases the transparency of education information. 

Therefore, an appropriate school financial management is 

essential to support education institutions to achieve their 

educational objectives and is essential in improving the 

quality of education in an institution (Ephrahem & 

Africanus, 2021). 

According to Wadasen, (2024) school financial 

management involves the planning and implementation of 

a financial plan, accounting, reporting, and the 

safeguarding of assets from loss, damage, and fraud. In 

order to perform such tasks efficiently and effectively, it is 

important that school heads have professional capabilities 

which may include fiscal or financial management skills. 

The school head’s efficient and effective management of 

financial or material resources is considered one 

significant factor in the attainment of institutional 

objectives (Espiritu 2020). 

Impact of Heads of Schools Administrative Training on 

Financial Management 

Power and Authority Delegation to Staff Members 

The study findings revealed that out of the 66 respondents 

interviewed 28(42.4%) agreed and 19 (28.8%) strongly 

agreed about the subject matter (Table 5). The results 

imply that heads of public secondary schools in Mbeya 

Rural District have culture of delegating other staff 

members on school financial management activities as the 

way of expanding training skills since they may become 

head of schools in the future time. 

 

https://dx.doi.org/10.22161/jhed.6.5.7
https://theshillonga.com/index.php/jhed


Chundu et al.                                                                                               Journal of Humanities and Education Development (JHED) 

J. Humanities Educ. Dev.- 6(5)-202 

https://theshillonga.com/index.php/jhed                                                                                                                                                42 

Table 5: Delegation of power and authority to staff members on financial matters 

 Frequency Percent 

 

Strongly agree 19 28.8 

Agree 28 42.4 

Moderately agree 17 25.8 

Disagree 2 3.0 

Total 66                                         100.0 

  

It was reported by one respondent that; 

“Training on school financial management 

gives me a direction to delegate some 

financial activities to teachers who are 

good and cannot mismanage the school 

fund because other staff members are not 

good in school financial issues they can 

make fraud any time. Delegation allows 

me to perform other school duties in a 

good and organized manner”. 

(Interviewee, July, 2024) 

Involving School Members on Making School Budget 

During making school budget in public secondary schools 

in Mbeya Rural District, other staff members are involved 

as the way of disseminating knowledge and skills. This is 

proved by the study findings in (Table 6) on which out of 

66 respondents 23(34.8%) strongly agreed and 26(39.4%) 

agree about the subject matter.  

Table 6: Involving Staff Members on Making School Budget from Lowest Level 

 

 Frequency Percent 

 

Strongly agree 23 34.8 

Agree 26 39.4 

Moderately agree 8 12.1 

Strongly disagree 9 13.6 

Total 66                                    100.0 

 

The findings converge to the respondents who were 

interviewed about the subject matter by disclosing that; 

“Heads of schools always allow and involve 

teachers to participate in budgeting 

process. When teachers attend the 

budgeting process, it helps to implement the 

financial plan in a peaceful and transparent 

manner” (Interviewee, July, 2024). 

Empowering Staff Members on Financial School 

Activities 

Out of 66 interviewed respondents about the subject matter 

50(75.8%) strongly argued that staff members are strongly 

empowered on school financial management activities and 

13(19.7%) agreed on the same (Table 7). 

Table 7: Empowering staff members on financial school activities 

 

 Frequency Percent 

 

Strongly agree 50 75.8 

Agree 13 19.7 

Disagree 3 4.5 

Total 66                                     100.0 
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One interviewee made the following remarks; 

“I have experienced that involving staff 

members in school financial management 

helps to overcome unnecessary mistakes 

and perform better in controlling school 

financial procedures. So, heads of schools 

always take an advantage of involving 

staff members in each section of financial 

implementation as an advantage of 

improving performance and helping 

teachers to have knowledge even if not 

wider about school financial 

management”. (Interviewee, July, 2024) 

Opportunity to Staff Members in Income and 

Expenditures Procedures 

Heads of public secondary schools in Mbeya Rural District 

have an ability of ensuring equal opportunity to staff 

members about financial management on the matter of 

income and expenditures which helps to disseminate 

knowledge and skills in a wide range. The argument of 

proved by the study findings of 22(33.3%) of the 

respondents strongly agreed and 24(36.4%) respondents 

agreed about the subject matter (Table 8). 

Table 8: Opportunity to Staff Members in Income and Expenditures 

 

 Frequency Percent 

 

Strongly agree 22 33.3 

Agree 24 36.4 

Moderately agree 20 30.3 

Total 66                                     100.0 

 

It was mentioned by one respondent that; 

“In my school teachers are involved in 

discussion about school financial matters 

and its implementation during internal 

meeting. Involving teachers in school 

financial management issues helps heads 

of schools to facilitate the financial 

tracking and do better in implementation 

process”. (Interviewee, July, 2024) 

Solving Different Challenges on Financial Issues 

Knowledge and skills heads of public secondary schools 

have about financial management issues helps to enhance 

and handle daily financial challenges which go 

simultaneously in solving the emerging problems. The 

argument is proved by the respondents whereby out of 66 

interviewed 32(48.5%) strongly agreed and 30(45.5%) 

agreed about the subject matter (Table 9). 

Table 9: Solving challenges on financial issues 

 Frequency Percent 

 

Strongly agree 32 48.5 

Agree 30 45.5 

Disagree 4 6.1 

Total 66                                      100.0 

 

One interviewee commented that; 

“Training which was offered helps to 

overcome simple challenges which come 

across even if not all challenges can be 

solved by the knowledge which I have. Is 

good for the education leaders to provide 

and facilitate training to be able to solve 

all emerging financial challenges because 

investing in comprehensive training 

programs which focus on financial 

management skills will enhance our work 

performance”. (Interviewee, July, 2024) 

During making school budget staff members are involved 

to make decision as the way of disseminating knowledge 

and skills on the subject matter. Head of public secondary 

school have culture of delegating other staff members on 

school financial management activities as the way of 

expanding training skills since some of them they may 
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become head of schools in future basis in which the 

experience obtained will enhance them to pursue their 

activities in strategic manner. 

Head of public secondary school have an ability of 

ensuring equal opportunity to staff members about 

financial management on the matter of income and 

expenditures which helps to widen range of understanding 

the funds utilization procedures. Marando et al., (2022) 

revealed that the heads of schools enhance the use of 

decision making on financial management skills in their 

schools as they were trained but they need to improve the 

use of the skills to involve all staffs. Heads of schools 

attended the program enhances the use of decision making 

on financial management skills in their schools as they 

were trained in but only, they need to improve the use of 

the skill to involve both staffs mean teaching staff and 

non- teaching staff on decision making on financial 

management (Ugiriwabo, Tuyishime, Nizeyimana & 

Ntahobavukira, 2023). 

The study by Espinosa, (2018), revealed that financial 

management practices of the school heads help schools to 

draw up a budget, set objectives, identifies the sources in 

terms of human resource, time allocation, teaching and 

learning materials and appropriate costing. To enable the 

principals, manage financial resources more responsively 

to the performance and instructional needs of the teachers, 

it would be very crucial if school leaders like them get a 

continuous boost of their own professional development 

by acquiring relevant financial skills and abilities required 

to effectively manage resources in the school. 

According to Espiritu, (2020) the indicators under 

accounting and budgeting are categorized as best practices 

of the school heads in their financial management which 

includes collaboration with school focal persons for 

budgetary planning and keeping all financial records in 

safe place. Delayed release of school monthly cash 

advances, fund insufficiency, lack of adequate experiences 

and trainings, numerous bookkeeping tasks, unorganized 

recordkeeping, frequent changing of policies, absence of 

permanently stationed bookkeeper, and adherence to 

complex laws and policies are identified as the most 

common challenges encountered by the school heads in 

their financial management. Heads of schools should make 

sure that all stakeholder sectors are represented during any 

budget allocation activities. In this matter familiarization 

of simplified fund management systems by reviewing 

different mechanisms, procedures and standards for the 

utilization, monitoring and recording of school funds is 

vital strategy. 

Terhile & Ibuh, (2014) revealed that school finances are 

used for the day-to-day running of the organization. It is of 

paramount importance to note that every school manager 

or head teacher needs to plan the school budget either 

termly or annually to achieve optimal school objectives 

and for the effective management of finance. It is solely 

the responsibility of the school administrator to see to it 

that the necessary funds regularly solicited for, meet the 

demands of their schools. The availability of such funds 

helps to handle school projects which is going a long way 

to enhance better learning and teaching. Azzahra & Safira, 

(2022) revealed that school financial management are 

acknowledged as important skill to acquire for head of 

schools in secondary schools. Appropriate school financial 

management is important to ensure school funds are spent 

efficiently and effectively to support the provision of 

quality education services. School financial management 

should incorporate values such as leadership, self-

sufficiency, and proper supervision of resources that are 

necessary to develop schools, supervise teachers and 

education personnel, as well as effectively addressing 

future challenges. 

According to Wadasen, (2024) heads school should take 

advantage of the presence of school board to help improve 

financial planning, as well as collaboration among 

stakeholders. School board can serve as a productive 

partner of the school head in managing the finances of the 

school as well as engaging other external stakeholders for 

support. They may also be able to provide insights in 

decision making, as well as help in supplementing the 

limited funds of the school. Moreover, in order to enhance 

effective participation in decision making, school heads 

should develop a financial management committee for 

creating autonomy in financial decision making and 

support school heads in financial management. 

 

IV. CONCLUSION 

Effective financial management in secondary schools is 

solely depends on huge essential knowledge and skills that 

most of heads of schools have equipped with. The findings 

indicated that, most heads of schools in most of public 

secondary schools in Mbeya rural district have strong 

knowledge and skills about school budget utilization 

tactics which open a road of performing well concerning 

various school duties, not only that but also, keeping the 

school financial records and taking care of all daily 

financial activities which is a good thing. Although in 

some of the other areas, essential skills to most of the 

school heads, bursars and clerks need to be incorporated, 

these skills include: decentralization of financial decision 

making, relevant school mission and vision, enhance 

effective monitoring, evaluation and auditing of financial 

reports good for improving school heads financial 
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management skills. On the other side, in terms of impact 

of heads of schools administrative training on financial 

management, it’s evidenced that, if staff members during 

making school budget are fully involved to make decisions 

as the way of disseminating knowledge and skills on the 

subject matter served as a good asset, since they are the 

one to take positions as future heads of schools, thus such 

an experience will enhance them to perform their duties 

well and in strategic manner. Also, the ability that most 

heads of public secondary schools have in ensuring equal 

opportunity to staff members about financial management 

on the aspect of income and expenditure functions as an 

essential tool to enhance widening range of understanding 

the funds utilization procedures. 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

Based on the findings, this study recommends that: head of 

schools should involve their staff members in budget 

planning and implementation and adhere firmly to budget 

plans in the school. This must go a long way to improve 

the standard and quality of effective secondary school 

administration. School management should ensure 

effective management of all financial resources available 

in schools in order to be able to utilize well the allocated 

budget considering the needs in a particular school. Also, 

school management should ensure essential skills are 

provided to most of the school officials including the 

school heads, bursars and clerks which could function as 

an essential tool to enhance widening of understanding for 

effective funds utilization process. Seminars, conferences 

and workshops on financial management practices should 

be made compulsory for secondary school heads and 

school bursars by the Ministry of Education as well as the 

Secondary Schools Board to enhance their skills in 

financial management and finance for effective 

administration of the public secondary schools. The audit 

section of the Ministry of Education should ensure that, 

the heads of schools recognize the autonomy of the 

internal audits of their schools and allowed to perform 

their duties without undue interference and restriction. 
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Abstract 

This study aims to determine and analyze how the influence of human resources and work commitment on the performance of 

employees of the regional drinking water company mual na tio tarutung. The research approach used is descriptive 

quantitative and supported by secondary data. The type of data used is primary data obtained from the results of 

questionnaire data processing and secondary data obtained from data processing and observation. The data analysis 

technique starts from distributing questionnaires to respondents, then processing the data with validity tests, reliability tests, 

classical assumption tests, correlation coefficient tests, multiple linear regression analysis, multiple correlation coefficient 

significance tests (F-test), and finally drawing conclusions.The results of research and discussion can be obtained that the 

relationship between variable X1 with variable Y is rhiting (0.633) > rtabel (0.226) it is concluded that there is a significant 

relationship between the quality of human resources (X1 ) and employee performance (Y). And based on the guidelines for 

interpreting the correlation coefficient, the coefficient found of 0.633 is included in the strong category. So there is a strong 

relationship between the Quality of Human Resources (X1) with employee performance (Y) at the Regional Drinking Water 

Company Mual Na Tio Tarutung.Vaiabel X2 relationship with variable Y is rhiting (0.633) > rtabel (0.226) it is concluded 

that there is a significant relationship between Work Commitment (X2) with employee performance (Y). And based on the 

guidelines for interpreting the correlation coefficient, the coefficient found of 0.633 is included in the strong category. So 

there is a strong relationship between work commitment (X2) with employee performance (Y) at the Regional Drinking Water 

Company Mual Na Tio Tarutung. 

Keywords— Human resources, work commitment, employee performance, correlation coefficient, multiple linear 

regression. 

 

I. INTRODUCTION 

Human resource issues are still in the spotlight and the 

foundation for companies to survive in the era of 

globalization. Human resources are a determining factor in 

the successful implementation of an effective organization. 

The growing importance of human resources stems from 

increasing legal complexity, the realization that human 

resources are a valuable tool for increasing productivity 

and awareness of the costs associated with weak human 

resource management. Seeing the importance of human 

resources, there are many employees who work seriously 

or behave well (ethically) in a company, but there are also 

those who work out of control so that it can lead 

employees towards bad behavior or unethical behavior. 

Unethical behavior arises because employees feel 

dissatisfied and disappointed with the results they get from 

the company. To create reliable human resources requires 

good management so that employee performance is more 

optimal. The achievement of company goals is influenced 

by the performance of the company's employees 
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themselves. Therefore, companies need potential and 

quality human resources, both in terms of leaders and 

employees in the pattern of duties, responsibilities, in 

accordance with regulations and supervision which are the 

determinants of achieving company goals. Work 

commitment is a condition in which an employee sides 

with a particular organization and its goals and desires to 

maintain membership in the organization (Robbins and 

Judge, 2007: 221). High organizational commitment from 

employees will obtain employees who are loyal and work 

as well as possible for the benefit of the organization. This 

situation is very good for the achievement of 

organizational goals, because the organization gets full 

support from its members so that it can concentrate fully 

on prioritized goals. This commitment can be realized if 

individuals in the organization carry out their rights and 

obligations in accordance with their respective duties and 

functions in the organization, because the achievement of 

organizational goals is the result of the collective work of 

all members of the organization. Regional Drinking Water 

Company (PDAM) Mual Na Tio Tarutung is a company 

engaged in the provision of clean water in the shade of 

Regional Owned Enterprises (BUMD), with office 

location located in the city precisely on jln.KPT 

PATTIMURA NO.1 Tarutung. Mual Na Tio Tarutung 

Drinking Water Regional Company is directly related to 

the people who use the services of the Drinking Water 

Regional Company, so it is required to improve services in 

order to realize customer satisfaction and create its image. 

To realize this, it is necessary for the performance of 

employees and services of the Regional Drinking Water 

Company to the community in order to establish good 

cooperation between service users and the Regional 

Drinking Water Company. Based on the existing 

phenomenon, companies use sophisticated tools for the 

absence system (check clock) so that employees have a 

sense of responsibility and are on time in their attendance 

list. This is done for employees so that they can improve 

their good performance. The performance of employees of 

the Regional Drinking Water Company must also be based 

on having good quality or quality resources in themselves 

and an attitude of professionalism in carrying out existing 

duties and rules, as well as the commitment of employees 

they have to the company to realize company goals. 

1. RQ1  : The problem that then arises is whether 

the quality of human resources partially has a positive 

and significant effect on the performance of 

employees of PDAM Mual Na Tio North Tapanuli? 

2. RQ2 : Does commitment partially have a 

positive and significant effect on the performance of 

employees of PDAM Mual Na Tio North Tapanuli? 

3. RO3 : Do the quality of human resources and 

work commitment simultaneously have a positive and 

significant effect on the performance of employees of 

PDAM Mual Na Tio North Tapanuli? 

 

II. REVIEW OF LITERATURE 

a) Quality of Human Resources 

Suharto (2012: 70) says that the quality of human 

resources is the ability of employees to carry out the 

inspection process as seen from a person's proficiency, 

educational background, requirements that must be 

followed to be able to carry out the inspection process, 

training, professional issues and socialization of 

regulations that have changed. Human resources can be 

said to be of quality when they have the ability to carry out 

the authority and responsibility given to them. This ability 

can only be achieved when they have sufficient education, 

training and experience to carry out the assigned tasks and 

responsibilities. 

b) Work Commitment 

Work commitment is another term for organizational 

commitment, which is a behavioral aspect that can be used 

to assess employee tendencies. Work commitment is an 

employee who favors a particular organization, as well as 

its goals and desires to maintain membership in the 

organization (Robbins and Judge, 2008). Amstong and 

Baron (2010), say that work commitment is about knowing 

the goals and values of the organization, the desire to 

belong to the organization and the ability to strive to 

belong to the organization. Armstrong and Baron also 

explain that commitment can ensure that the organization 

is seen as a "great place to work", then make it a "leader of 

choice". Based on the previous explanation of work 

commitment, it can be concluded that work commitment is 

a strong sense and attitude of attachment to the 

organization or company where he works, both in the 

aspect of company values, the environment and the 

reciprocity provided by the organization. Robbin and 

Judge's explanation is almost in line with that put forward 

by Baron, namely the attachment of individuals to the 

organization in terms of achieving the goals that the 

organization will achieve, while the opinion presented by 

Mowdays emphasizes more on individual involvement 

with an organization. 

c) Performance 

According to Moeheriono (2012: 95), performance is a 

description of the level of achievement of the 

implementation of an activity program or policy in 

realizing the goals, objectives, vision, and mission of the 

organization as outlined through the strategic planning of 
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an organization. Meanwhile, according to the opinion of 

Mangkunegara (2006: 67) employee performance or 

employee performance is the result of work in quality and 

quantity achieved by an employee in carrying out his 

duties according to the responsibilities given to him. It can 

be concluded that performance is the result of employees' 

work for the company that they do to realize the 

company's goals, objectives, vision and mission. So that it 

can be known whether the quality of an employee is good 

or not for the work that has been given by the company 

with the performance carried out by the employee. The 

company must also always monitor or control employee 

work activities so that it can know in depth the results of 

the work carried out by employees, and employees also 

have a high sense of responsibility towards the company to 

achieve a common goal. 

 

III. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

In this study the population was all employees of PDAM 

Mual Na Tio Tarutung, totaling 71 people. Data collection 

techniques are by: Questionnaires and interviews. Types 

and sources of data are primary data and secondary data. 

Data analysis or processing techniques using the method 

This analysis is used to determine the correlation between 

variables X and Y, using the correlation coefficient 

calculation formula (r) with the following formula: 

( ) ( )  ( ) ( ) 2222 Yn.n.

Y)  X)(  (-XY  n
 r



  

−−

=

YXX

 

 

Multiple linear regression test in predicting how much 

influence between variable X on variable Y, the Multiple 

Linear Regression test is used with the Carl Pearson 

formula, namely: 

Y = a + b X b X11 + 22 

Significance Test of Multiple Correlation Coefficient (F 

Test) In order to determine / conclude the results of the 

study, it is necessary to first test whether the r (correlation 

coefficient) that has been determined above is significant 

or not. To determine the significance of the correlation 

coefficient, the F test is used with the formula: 

 

 

IV. RESULT AND DISCUSSION 

Correlation analysis (r) aims to determine the relationship 

between the variables of Human Resources Quality (X1) 

and Work commitment (X2) to Employee Performance 

(Y) using the help of spss version 20.00. as follows: 

Table 4.1 Correlation Coefficient Correlations 

Model Human 

Resources 

Work Commitment Employee Performance 

 

Human 

Resources 

Pearson 

Correlation 

1 .735** .739** 

Sig. (2-tailed)  .000 .000 

 N 71 71 71 

Work 

Commitment 

t 

Pearson 

Correlation 

.735** 1 .850** 

Sig. (2-tailed) .000  .000 

N 71 71 71 

 

Employee 

Performance 

Pearson 

Correlation 

.739** .850** 1 

Sig. (2-tailed) .000 .000  

 N 71 71 71 

Correlation is significant in the 0.01 level (2-tailed). Source: SPSS Processed Data 

 

Based on the table above, we can compare rcount with 

rtabel for decision making where rtabel is obtained 0.226. 

Decision-making criteria are taken by comparing the value 

of rcount with rtabel, if rcount> rtable then it can be 
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concluded that there is a significant relationship between 

variable X and variable Y, otherwise if rcount<rtabel then 

there is no significant relationship between variable X and 

Y. Based on the data above, then: The relationship 

between Vaiabel X1 and Variable Y is rhiting (0.633) > 

rtabel (0.226) it is concluded that there is a significant 

relationship between the quality of human resources (X1) 

and employee performance (Y). And based on the table 

above the guidelines for interpreting the correlation 

coefficient, the coefficient found of 0.633 is included in 

the strong category. So, there is a strong relationship 

between the quality of human resources (X1) with 

employee performance (Y) at the Regional Drinking Water 

Company Mual Na Tio Tarutung. The relationship 

between Vaiabel X2 and Variable Y is rcount (0.633)> 

rtabel (0.226) it is concluded that there is a significant 

relationship between Work Commitment (X2) and 

Employee Performance (Y) And based on the table above 

the guidelines for interpreting the correlation coefficient, 

the coefficient found of 0.633 is in the strong category. So, 

there is a strong relationship between work commitment 

(X2) with employee performance (Y) at the Regional 

Drinking Water Company Mual Na Tio Tarutung. To 

analyze the effect of human resource quality and work 

commitment on employee performance, multiple linear 

regression is used as follows: 

Coefficients 

Model Unstandardized Coefficients Standardize 

d Coefficients 

t Sig. 

B Std. Error Beta 

 (Constan t) 2.211 2.764  .800 .432 

 

 

 

Human Resources  

.126 

 

.123 

 

.221 

 

1.019 

 

.319 

 Work Commitment  

.215 

 

.110 

 

-.422 

 

-1.950 

 

.064 

Dependent Variable: LNY 

 

Based on the table above which is obtained from the 

results of processing and computerization using the SPSS 

version 20.0 program, the equation is obtained multiple 

linear regression as follows: 

Y = a + b X b X11 + 22 =2 ,211 + 0,126X1 + 0,215X2 

The regression equation above can be explained as follows: 

a = 2.211 indicates that if X1 (Quality of Human 

Resources) and X2 (Work Commitment) X=0 this 

indicates that there are indications of other 

variables that affect performance besides the 

Quality of Human Resources and Work 

Commitment. 

b1 = 0.126 Indicates that every change in 1 variable 

Quality of Human Resources (X1) will be offset by 

changes in Employee Performance (Y) of 0.126. 

b2 = 0.215 indicates that every change of 1 variable 

Work Commitment (X2) will be offset by changes 

in Employee Performance (Y) of 0.215. 

 

 

V. CONCLUSION 

Commitment on Employee Performance at PDAM Mual 

Na Tio Tarutung, the following conclusions can be drawn: 

a. The relationship between Vaiabel X1 and Variable Y 

is rhiting (0.633) > rtabel (0.233). It can be concluded 

that there is a significant relationship between the 

quality of human resources (X1 ) and employee 

performance (Y). And based on table 4.33 of the 

correlation coefficient interpretation guidelines, the 

coefficient found of 0.633 is included in the strong 

category. So there is a strong relationship between the 

quality of human resources (X1 ) with employee 

performance (Y). At the Regional Drinking Water 

Company Mual Na Tio Tarutung. 

b. The relationship between Vaiabel X2 and Variable Y 

is rhiting (0.633) > rtabel (0.233) it is concluded that 

there is a significant relationship between Work 

Commitment (X2 ) and Employee Performance (Y). 

And based on the table above the guidelines for 

interpreting the correlation coefficient, the coefficient 

found of 0.633 is included in the strong category. So 

there is a strong relationship between the Quality of 
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Human Resources (X2 ) and employee performance 

(Y). Employee performance (Y). At the Regional 

Drinking Water Company Mual Na Tio Tarutung. 

c. Based on multiple linear regression calculations, there 

is a significant relationship between the Quality of 

Human Resources and Work Commitment to 

Employee Performance with the equation: Y = a + b X 

b X11 + 22 =2 ,211 + 0,126X1 + 0,215X2 

d. The results of hypothesis testing are known through 

the F test. The results of data processing using the 

SPSS version 20.0 program are in accordance with the 

test requirements that Fcount 17.366> Ftabel it means 

that the quality of human resources and work 

commitment simultaneously affect employee 

performance at PDAM Mual Na Tio Tarutung. 
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Abstract 

Education management according to Law No. 20/2003 Article 1 Paragraph 1 includes planning, organizing, directing and 

controlling educational resources to develop human potential holistically, including mental, moral and physical. Character 

education management emphasizes developing learners' characters with moral values such as honesty, responsibility and 

tolerance. The integration of character values in the curriculum aims to create academically intelligent and highly moral 

individuals. In PAUD Tampahan sub- district, the current Curriculum 2013 (K13) focuses more on academic and cognitive 

aspects, while character development and Pancasila values receive less attention. K13, which refers to Minister of Education 

and Culture Regulation No. 146 of 2014, has not been optimal in emphasizing Pancasila-based character education. Based 

on observation, 70% of PAUD teachers felt the need for a more structured curriculum to teach Pancasila values. This 

research aims to: (a) to produce a character education curriculum management design based on the integration of Pancasila 

values in PAUD Tampahan District, Toba Regency, and (b) to find Pancasila values that are integrated and their 

implementation in daily learning. This research is a Research and Development (R&D) that aims to develop and validate a 

character education curriculum based on Pancasila values for PAUD. The curriculum design was developed through four 

stages: (1) Planning: Identifying the need for character education based on Pancasila values, with 70% of PAUD teachers 

stating the need for a structured curriculum. (2) Organizing: Establishing the structure and components of the curriculum, 

including learning objectives, core competencies, and basic competencies. (3) Implementation: Pilot testing of the 

curriculum at Jagung PAUD showed 88% of learners in the "Developing as expected" category and 12% in the "Developing 

Very Well" category, with no learners in the "Not Developing" or "Beginning to Develop" categories. (4) Monitoring: Pre-

test and post-test evaluations showed an increase in learner development, indicating the success of the curriculum.This 

curriculum integrates 10 of the 18 values of national character building according to Syarbaini (2011), namely: Sincerity, 

Unity, Mutual cooperation, Deliberation, Cooperation, Harmony, Patriotism, Simplicity, Dignity and self-respect, and Hard 

work. 

Keywords — Character Education, Curriculum management, Pancasila Values, Early Childhood Development 

 

I. INTRODUCTION 

Education management based on Law No. 20/2003 

Article 1 Paragraph 1 includes planning, organizing, 

directing and controlling educational resources to develop 

human potential holistically, including mental, moral and 

physical aspects. Character education management 

emphasizes moral values such as honesty, responsibility 

and tolerance, as well as the integration of character 

values in the curriculum to create academically intelligent 

and highly moral individuals. Pancasila-based character 

education aims to shape the young generation with strong 

moral and ethical values, using values such as Divinity, 
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Humanity, Unity, Democracy, and Social Justice as the 

foundation. Curriculum is a key element in education 

management, but the current Curriculum 2013 (K13) of 

PAUD still lacks emphasis on children's character 

building and focuses more on academic and cognitive 

aspects. Ministry of Education and Culture Regulation 

No. 146/2014 regulates the core competencies of PAUD, 

but has not specifically emphasized character education. 

In Tampahan sub-district PAUD, the current curriculum 

is not optimal in teaching Pancasila values. Observations 

show that 70% of teachers feel the need for a more 

structured curriculum to teach Pancasila values. Character 

education in PAUD aims to help children understand 

moral values from an early age, which are relevant for 

shaping children's character to face future challenges. 

Research by Mustofa et al. (2022) shows that Pancasila 

includes values relevant in character education, including 

religious, humanist, unity, democratic, and social.The 

identification of problems in this study are: a) The K13 

curriculum in PAUD does not emphasize character 

building, focusing more on academic and cognitive 

aspects, so that children's moral and emotional 

development is less considered. b) K13 has not 

sufficiently emphasized Pancasila values as a moral and 

ethical foundation. c) PAUD children do not know 

Pancasila well. d) The need for research on the 

development of a character education curriculum based 

on the integration of Pancasila values. The problems of 

this research are: a) How is the design of character 

education curriculum management development based on 

the integration of Pancasila values in PAUD Tampahan 

District Toba Regency? b) What are the values of 

Pancasila integrated into the curriculum and how is it 

implemented in daily learning? The objectives of this 

research are: a) Produce a character education curriculum 

management design based on the integration of Pancasila 

values in PAUD Tampahan District Toba Regency. b) 

Find the values of Pancasila that are integrated and their 

implementation in daily learning. 

 

II. REVIEW OF LITERATURE 

Education management is the process of planning, 

organizing, implementing, and controlling various aspects 

of education to achieve set goals (Engkoswara, 2001). 

Curriculum is a systematic plan and arrangement that 

guides the learning process in educational institutions 

(Tyler, 1970). Curriculum development must answer 

questions about goals, learning experiences, learning 

organization, and success assessment (Sudarman, 2019). 

According to Oemar Hamalik (2006), curriculum 

management includes planning, implementation, and 

supervision to achieve educational goals, including 

teaching strategies, evaluation, and provision of 

resources. According to Zubaedi (2011), character 

education is a planned effort that involves all aspects of 

school life to support optimal character development. All 

school components, such as curriculum, learning, 

relationships, discipline, and environment, must play an 

active role (Trisiana et al., 2019). Pancasila, as the 

foundation of the state, reflects the values and principles 

on which Indonesia is based. Syarbaini (2011) states that 

Indonesia's national identity comes from cultural values 

based on Pancasila and "Unity in Diversity". National 

character values include 1) Faith and Piety, 2) Honesty, 3) 

Discipline, 4) Sincerity, 5) Responsibility, 6) Unity, 7) 

Mutual respect, 8) Tolerance, 9) Mutual cooperation, 10) 

Deliberation, 11) Cooperation, 12) Hospitality, 13) 

Harmony, 14) Patriotism, 15) Simplicity, 16) Dignity and 

self-respect, 17) Hard work, 18) Never give up. 

According to the Minister of Education, Culture, 

Research and Technology Regulation No. 7 of 2022, 

Article 1 (4), Early Childhood Education (ECED) is a 

development effort for children aged birth to six years 

through educational stimulation to support physical and 

mental growth, preparing them for the next stage of 

education. The curriculum development aims to improve 

the shortcomings of the old curriculum by adjusting the 

needs of children. The new curriculum design, which was 

designed after collecting theories from various sources, 

including books and interviews, added a 5th Core 

Competency on Character Based on Pancasila Value 

Integration. The old curriculum, Curriculum K13, had 4 

Core Competencies: 1) Spiritual (KI-1), 2) Social Attitude 

(KI-2), 3) Knowledge (KI-3), and 4) Skills (KI-4). The 

curriculum development involved adding the 5th Core 

Competency on Character Based on Pancasila Value 

Integration, as well as making Basic Competencies, RPP, 

RPPM, RPPH, and Learning Evaluation. This study used 

the ADDIE (Analyze, Design, Development, 

Implementation, Evaluation) model for instructional 

design and curriculum development. The ADDIE model 

was chosen because its stages are simple, easy to 

understand, and implementable for the development of a 

character education curriculum that integrates Pancasila 

values. 

 

III. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

This type of research is Research and Development 

(R&D), which aims to develop and validate a character 

education curriculum based on the integration of 

Pancasila values. This research was conducted to 

overcome the shortcomings of the K13 curriculum which 

focuses more on academic and cognitive aspects, with 

less emphasis on the formation of children's character and 
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understanding of Pancasila values. The purpose of this 

development is not to formulate or test a theory, but to 

produce a curriculum product that is effectively used in 

PAUD. The development process involved expert 

validation, field trials, revision, and final product 

evaluation. The study population included all PAUD 

students in Tampahan sub-district, with a sample taken by 

cluster sampling from one PAUD school, PAUD Jagung 

with 32 students. The ADDIE model (Analyze, Design, 

Development, Implementation, Evaluation) 

was used for curriculum development due to its simplicity 

and ease of implementation. Data analysis consisted of 

two stages: qualitative analysis for the curriculum 

development process, and quantitative analysis to assess 

changes in children's character from pre-test to post-test 

by calculating the percentage of change using the 

formula: 

P = 𝐹 x 100 

𝑁 

Description: P = Percentage of the level of change, F = 

Frequency of values obtained by children, N = number of 

children. 

 

IV. RESULT AND DISCUSSION 

A draw was conducted to select one of the seven PAUDs 

as the object of research, and PAUD Jagung was selected. 

PAUD Jagung, established on November 20, 2009 in 

Gurgur Aek Raja Village, Tampahan Sub-district, Toba 

District, is located on the Balige-Tarutung causeway, next 

to the UPT of the North Sumatra Provincial Agriculture 

Office. The vision of PAUD Jagung is to realize early 

childhood that is devoted, healthy, smart, honest, and 

loves the country. The missions include: a. Providing 

service facilities for students. b. Implementing active, 

creative, effective, and innovative learning. c. Educating 

children according to their abilities. d. Increasing 

awareness and participation of the community and 

government towards children.  Increase awareness and 

participation of the community and government towards 

PAUD services. The facilities available are 1 permanent 

classroom, sitting swing, throwing swing, slide house, 

slide, and seesaw. Learning activities take place from 

08.00-11.00 am, Monday-Friday, starting with prayers, 

songs, and circle formation, followed by classroom 

learning. 

A. Results of Character Education Curriculum 

Management Development Based on Integration 

of Pancasila Values 

The product of this development research is a character 

education curriculum management design that integrates 

Pancasila values, because previously there has been no 

development that designs this product. The module 

development process starts from making the initial 

prototype to producing the final module as the final 

product, through several steps modified from the Borg & 

Gall research model, namely the ADDIE Model. To 

ensure that the character education curriculum product 

based on Pancasila values is valid, validation activities are 

carried out on the module, learning tools, and research 

instruments needed. The validity of the character 

education curriculum product that integrates Pancasila 

values is measured based on a rational theoretical 

foundation and consistency between curriculum 

components. Furthermore, to develop a character 

education curriculum based on the integration of 

Pancasila values that is practical and effective, validation 

activities and field trials were carried out through the 

implementation of classroom learning. The following is a 

development procedure using the ADDIE model, 

including several stages, namely: 

1. Preliminary Research Results 

a. Literature review results 

The 2013 Curriculum (K13) for PAUD was born in 

response to social, economic and technological 

developments that require a more relevant and 

responsive curriculum. Previously, Indonesia used 

the Education Unit Level Curriculum (KTSP). K13 

was developed based on regulations such as Law No. 

20 of 2003 and Government Regulation No. 19 of 

2005, with a focus on competencies required in the 

modern era. The development of K13 involved in-

depth research and piloting in pilot schools. 

Revisions were made based on the pilot results to 

refine the core and basic competencies. The 

government trained early childhood teachers to 

understand the K13 philosophy and design 

integrative thematic learning. Implementation is 

gradual, with evaluation to ensure success and make 

improvements where necessary. The K13 curriculum 

continues to be adjusted by the government based on 

feedback from stakeholders to keep it relevant to the 

development of science, technology and community 

needs. The adoption process of K13 in PAUD is done 

gradually with intensive socialization. According to 

Syarbaini (2011), there are 18-character values based 

on Pancasila, of which 8 values are already covered 

in the core competencies of K13, such as faith and 

piety, honesty, discipline, responsibility, mutual 

respect, tolerance, friendliness and perseverance. 

Therefore, there are 10 values that will be integrated 

in the development of character education based on 

the integration of Pancasila values, namely: sincerity, 
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unity, mutual cooperation, deliberation, cooperation, 

harmony, patriotism, simplicity, dignity, and hard 

work. 

b. Needs Analysis Results 

This study involved three children and fourteen 

PAUD teachers in Tampahan sub-district to identify 

the needs of a character education curriculum based 

on Pancasila values. Data were collected through 

interviews and questionnaires. Observations showed 

that the K13 PAUD curriculum focuses more on 

academic aspects, while character building, 

especially the internalization of Pancasila values, 

receives less attention. As a result, children's moral, 

ethical and emotional intelligence development is 

less than optimal. The results of the needs analysis 

from PAUD teachers emphasized the importance of 

developing a more structured curriculum to teach 

Pancasila values in early childhood. Around 70% of 

early childhood teachers who responded to this study 

expressed concerns about the lack of clarity and 

structure in the K13 curriculum for teaching 

Pancasila values. They felt that the curriculum 

emphasized academic aspects such as reading, 

writing and arithmetic, while character building, 

morals and ethics were less accommodated. Teachers 

also feel that they are not equipped with concrete 

strategies to integrate Pancasila values, such as 

gotong royong and love for the country, into daily 

learning. This has led to sporadic and inconsistent 

teaching of Pancasila values, which has the potential 

to hinder children's character development. 

Therefore, the needs analysis emphasized the need to 

develop a curriculum that is balanced between 

academic aspects and the teaching of Pancasila 

values. The curriculum should provide clear guidance 

for teachers on how to integrate Pancasila values into 

daily learning. This is expected to support early 

character building of PAUD children and prepare 

them to implement Pancasila values in their daily 

lives. 

2. Planning stage results 

Based on the design of character education curriculum 

development based on the integration of Pancasila values, 

the planning stage consists of six steps: 

a. Planning for Core Competency-5 (KI-5), which 

is the core competency of character education 

based on the integration of Pancasila values. 

This research analyzes the K13 curriculum in 

PAUD which consists of four Core 

Competencies (KI), namely spiritual, social 

attitudes, knowledge and skills. However, this 

curriculum has not specifically covered character 

education based on Pancasila values. Therefore, 

the researcher designed the addition of Core 

Competency-5 (KI-5), which focuses on 

character education based on 10 Pancasila 

values: sincerity, unity, gotong royong, 

deliberation, cooperation, harmony, patriotism, 

simplicity, dignity and self-respect, and hard 

work. The goal of KI-5 is to shape PAUD 

children into individuals with integrity who 

understand and apply the values of Pancasila. It 

aims to develop character early on, creating a 

generation that is responsible, empathetic, and 

contributes positively to society. 

b. Basic Competency Planning 

The Basic Competencies (KD) planning stage in the 

development of the Pancasila values-based character 

education curriculum aims to formulate the expected 

learning outcomes of the ten-character values. Each 

value is described in the form of attitudes, 

knowledge, and skills relevant to early childhood. 

The following is the KD formulation of each value: 

a) Sincerity: Demonstrate an attitude of helping 

friends without expecting anything in return, Unity: 

Identifying the importance of unity in maintaining 

good relationships with peers, Gotong Royong: 

Participate in gotong royong activities in the school 

environment, Deliberation: Participate in class 

deliberations to solve problems together, 

Cooperation: Demonstrate a cooperative attitude in 

completing group tasks, Harmony: Maintain harmony 

in interacting with friends and teachers, Patriotism: 

Demonstrate patriotism through participation in flag 

ceremonies, Simplicity: Implementing a simple life 

by using goods as needed, Dignity and Self-Worth: 

Respecting oneself and others in daily interactions, 

Hard Work: Demonstrate an attitude of hard work in 

completing assigned tasks. These basic competencies 

are the basis for designing learning activities that 

integrate Pancasila values in the PAUD curriculum. 

c. Learning Implementation Plan (RPP) Planning 

The purpose of the Learning Implementation Plan 

(RPP) is to provide a systematic guide for teachers in 

carrying out learning activities. The objectives 

include: Organizing learning: ensuring competency 

objectives and embedded values are met, Facilitating 

competency achievement: helping teachers design 

activities that support basic competencies, Managing 

effective time: helping teachers manage learning time 

well, Integrating values and characters: embedding 

Pancasila values systematically in learning, Assisting 
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evaluation: providing tools to evaluate learners' 

progress, Improving learning quality: making 

learning more structured and meaningful, Lesson 

plans are linked to relevant themes that make 

learning more contextual for learners. Specific 

subthemes cover attitudes, knowledge, and skills. 

d. Planning Weekly Learning Implementation Plan 

(RPPM) 

The Weekly Learning Implementation Plan (RPPM) 

is an important tool in ECD education that helps 

teachers structure learning systematically, reduce 

improvisation, and ensure each day of the week has a 

clear purpose. It enables learning to be logical and 

continuous, preventing mistakes or unnecessary 

repetition of material to make it more effective. It 

also allows the integration of themes with various 

activities, helping learners understand concepts 

holistically. With lesson plans, teachers can ensure 

all basic competencies are achieved, maintain 

consistency and quality of learning, and provide 

opportunities for learners to develop according to 

their potential. This makes lesson plans an essential 

component of effective classroom management. 

e. Planning Daily Learning Implementation Plan 

(RPPH 

The Daily Learning Implementation Plan (RPPH) is 

an important document in early childhood education 

that helps teachers plan daily learning activities with 

clear objectives. It ensures each activity supports the 

achievement of basic competencies, provides a 

structured framework for managing time, and designs 

activities that are engaging and developmentally 

appropriate. The lesson plan also allows teachers to 

adapt learning materials to children's needs and be 

responsive to classroom dynamics. With careful 

planning, teachers can overcome learning challenges 

more confidently and effectively. In addition, the 

lesson plan serves as a daily evaluation tool to 

monitor the success of learning. 

f. Learning Evaluation Planning 

The learning evaluation plan in the Pancasila values-

based character education curriculum is important to 

ensure character education goals are achieved. 

Evaluation measures students' understanding and 

ability to apply Pancasila values, identifies areas of 

improvement and enables curriculum adjustments to 

improve the quality of education. Evaluation helps 

monitor the successful integration of Pancasila values 

in learning and provides constructive feedback for 

educators and students. It ensures the curriculum 

remains relevant, compliant with national standards, 

and effective in shaping students' character. Learning 

outcome tests are used to measure student mastery 

before and after learning, with the development of a 

grid as part of the test design. 

3. Results of the development stage 

a. Stage of Curriculum Development 

In the era of globalization, education faces great 

challenges, especially in shaping the character of the 

younger generation based on Pancasila values. A 

needs analysis of the K13 PAUD curriculum shows 

that character aspects have not received adequate 

attention, focusing more on academic aspects. As 

many as 70% of PAUD teachers stated the need for a 

more structured curriculum to teach Pancasila values. 

The results of the analysis indicate a gap between the 

current curriculum and the needs of Pancasila-based 

character education. Therefore, it is necessary to 

develop a curriculum that emphasizes character based 

on Pancasila values, such as sincerity, unity, mutual 

cooperation, and others. This curriculum will add one 

Core Competency (KI-5) to focus on Pancasila-based 

character education. 

b. Curriculum tool development stage 

The curriculum tool development stage is an 

important process in overall curriculum development. 

At this stage, the various components of the 

curriculum are organized to ensure the educational 

objectives are achieved. The following are the results 

of the development carried out: 

1. Selecting Instruments: Five types of instruments 

were selected: validation sheet, expert 

assessment sheet, observation sheet, 

questionnaire, and learning outcome test. 

2. Define aspects and Measurement Indicators: 

a. Curriculum Validation Sheet: Assessed 

by instructional material, design, and 

media experts with aspects such as 

material suitability, integration, and 

flexibility. 

b.  Curriculum Content Validation: 

Measures conformity with character 

education objectives, integration of 

Pancasila values, relevance of materials, 

and learner engagement. 

c. Curriculum Construction Validation: 

Assesses the cohesiveness, consistency, 

socio-cultural relevance and flexibility of 

the curriculum. 
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d. Validate lesson plans, lesson plans and 

lesson plans: Ensure learning 

components are well designed, relevant 

and flexible in supporting educational 

objectives. 

e. Validation of Learning Evaluation: 

Measuring test validity, reliability, fit for 

purpose, and development of cognitive, 

affective, and psychomotor aspects. 

f. This brief covers the development of 

instruments and assessment aspects used 

to ensure the effectiveness and relevance 

of the Pancasila values-based 

curriculum. 

4. Results of the development stage 

After the development of the initial prototype (draft 1) of 

the curriculum, it was evaluated in several stages to 

identify shortcomings and improve it: 

a. Expert Evaluation: Four experts assessed the 

validity and quality of the curriculum 

components. Their feedback resulted in revisions 

to draft 2. 

b. One-to-One Evaluation: Three ECD children 

with different abilities assessed the quality and 

practicality of the curriculum. This resulted in 

draft 3. 

c. Small Group Evaluation: Six preschool children 

of different abilities evaluated the product. 

Revisions from this evaluation resulted in draft 

4. 

d. Field Trial:  

This trial involved 23 children from Tampahan sub-

district's Jagung PAUD (1 class) representing the 

actual target population. This resulted in a final 

curriculum that is ready for implementation. This 

process ensures that the curriculum developed is in 

line with the objectives of Pancasila values-based 

character education. In conclusion, this curriculum 

has successfully improved the understanding and 

application of Pancasila values in PAUD children, 

with very positive results. 

Table 4.1: Product Pre-Test Results 

NO Students Name Total Score Categories 

1. Farel Alviansyah 37 Starting to Develop 

2. Berliana Panjaitan 38 Starting to Develop 

3. Cleo O. Napitupulu 35 Starting to Develop 

4. Sela Dearni Purba 39 Starting to Develop 

5. Stefano Hatorangan Pasaribu 39 Starting to Develop 

6. Alexa Simamora 38 Starting to Develop 

7. Joel Alvredo Siahaan 38 Starting to Develop 

8. Bunga Simanjuntak 38 Starting to Develop 

9. Felicia S. Simanjuntak 36 Starting to Develop 

10. Diva Ronauli Silalahi 38 Starting to Develop 

11. Felix Sion Simbolon 38 Starting to Develop 

12. Josia Sihombing 39 Starting to Develop 

13. Ressa Rachelia Napitupulu 39 Starting to Develop 

14. Cana Joevanca Marpaung 38 Starting to Develop 

15. Elia Haifa Sibuea 38 Starting to Develop 

16. Adrian Noel Simanjuntak 35 Starting to Develop 

17. Bastian Imanuel Siahaan 40 Starting to Develop 

18. Aulia Christina 39 Starting to Develop 

19. Christin Samosir 38 Starting to Develop 
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20. Revan Vaber Marpaung 38 Starting to Develop 

21. Arjuna Marpaung 39 Starting to Develop 

22. Luis Daud Frans Tampubolon 38 Starting to Develop 

23. Queen A.B. Simanjuntak G88 37 Starting to Develop 

Total Score 876  

Mean 38 Starting to Develop 

 

The pre-test results of the character education 

curriculum based on the integration of Pancasila values in 

PAUD showed that 2 children were in the "Not 

Developing" category, while the majority (21 children or 

91%) were in the "Starting to Develop" category. No 

children reached the "Developing as expected" or 

"Developing very well" categories. This indicates that 

most children have begun to understand the values of 

Pancasila, but are still in the early stages and require 

further guidance 

 

Table 4.2 Product Post-Test Results 

NO Students Name Total Score Categories 

1. Farel Alviansyah 59 Developing as expected 

2. Berliana Panjaitan 61 Developing as expected 

3. Cleo O. Napitupulu 58 Developing as expected 

4. Sela Dearni Purba 60 Developing as expected 

5. Stefano Hatorangan Pasaribu 61 Developing as expected 

6. Alexa Simamora 58 Developing as expected 

7. Joel Alvredo Siahaan 60 Developing as expected 

8. Bunga Simanjuntak 61 Developing as expected 

9. Felicia S. Simanjuntak 59 Developing as expected 

10. Diva Ronauli Silalahi 60 Developing as expected 

11. Felix Sion Simbolon 60 Developing as expected 

12. Josia Sihombing 66 Developing Very Well 

13. Ressa Rachelia Napitupulu 61 Developing as expected 

14. Cana Joevanca Marpaung 59 Developing as expected 

15. Elia Haifa Sibuea 60 Developing as expected 

16. Adrian Noel Simanjuntak 58 Developing as expected 

17. Bastian Imanuel Siahaan 66 Developing Very Well 

18. Aulia Christina 62 Developing as expected 

19. Christin Samosir 62 Developing as expected 

20. Revan Vaber Marpaung 63 Developing as expected 

21. Arjuna Marpaung 66 Developing Very Well 

22. Luis Daud Frans Tampubolon 60 Developing as expected 

23. Queen A.B. Simanjuntak G88 59 Developing as expected 

Total Score  1.399  

Mean 61 Developing as expected 
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The post-test results of the implementation of the 

character education curriculum based on the integration of 

Pancasila values showed positive development in all 

PAUD children. There were no children in the 

"Undeveloped" or "Beginning to Develop" categories, 

indicating that all children had reached a better level of 

understanding and application of Pancasila values. Most 

children (87%) were in the category of "Developing as 

expected," indicating significant development in line with 

curriculum objectives. In addition, 13% of children were 

in the category of "Developing Very Well," indicating an 

understanding and application of Pancasila values that 

exceeded expectations. 

B. Discussion of Research Results 

This discussion analyzes the development of character 

education curriculum management based on the 

integration of Pancasila values in PAUD Jagung 

Tampahan District. The research produced a curriculum 

product that integrates Pancasila values into early 

childhood character education with the following stages: 

a. Planning: Needs identification was done through 

interviews and questionnaires to teachers and 

children. Results showed 70% of teachers 

needed a more structured curriculum. Out of 18 

Pancasila values, 10 values were selected for 

integration in the curriculum: sincerity, unity, 

gotong royong, deliberation, cooperation, 

harmony, patriotism, simplicity, dignity and self-

respect, and hard work. 

b. Organization: The current K13 curriculum has 

four Core Competencies (KI), but has not yet 

incorporated Pancasila-based character 

education. KI-5 was developed to integrate 

Pancasila values, with the preparation of RPP, 

RPPM, and RPPH.  

c. The development of KI-5 through several stages 

of evaluation and trials resulted in a final 

curriculum that is ready to be implemented. 

Implementation: Pilot testing of the curriculum 

at PAUD Jagung showed that most children 

(87%) were in the category of "Developing as 

expected," and 13% in the category of 

"Developing Very Well." There were no children 

in the "Undeveloped" or "Beginning to Develop" 

categories, indicating a significant improvement 

in the understanding of Pancasila values. 

d. Monitoring: Evaluation of pre-test and post-test 

results showed that the curriculum successfully 

improved children's abilities from the 

"Beginning to Develop" category to "Developing 

as Expected." Supervision ensures that the 

curriculum is implemented effectively and 

achieves the expected results. Overall, the 

character education curriculum based on the 

integration of Pancasila values is feasible in 

Tampahan sub-district's Jagung PAUD. It has 

demonstrated effectiveness in improving 

children's understanding and application of 

Pancasila character values, and can serve as a 

model for developing similar curricula in other 

educational institutions. 

 

V. CONCLUSION 

Character Education Curriculum Design Based on the 

Integration of Pancasila Values in PAUD Tampahan 

District Toba Regency was developed through the stages 

of planning, organizing, implementing, and supervising, 

with the following results: 

a. Planning: Identifying the need for character 

education based on Pancasila values. 70% of 

teachers felt the need for a curriculum that teaches 

Pancasila values in a structured way. 

b. Organization: Establish the structure and 

components of the program, including learning 

objectives, core competencies, and basic 

competencies. 

c. Implementation: The pilot test of the curriculum at 

PAUD Jagung showed positive results, with 88% 

of learners achieving "Developing as Expected" 

and 12% "Developing Very Well", with no learners 

in the "Not Yet Developing" or "Starting to 

Develop" categories. 

d. Monitoring: Pre-test and post-test evaluations 

showed an increase in learner development from 

"Beginning to Develop" to "Developing as 

Expected", demonstrating the success of this 

curriculum. 

e. The curriculum integrates 10 of the 18 national 

character-building values (Syarbaini, 2011), 

namely: sincerity, unity, mutual cooperation, 

deliberation, cooperation, harmony, patriotism, 

simplicity, dignity and self-respect, and hard work. 

Validation by validators and active learning 

methods support the successful implementation of 

this curriculum. 
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Abstract 

This study aims to examine the key issues encountered in teaching Turkish as a foreign language and proposes solutions to 

these problems through a literature review. The research identifies core problem areas such as teaching materials, teaching 

methods, student motivation, language proficiency, cultural differences, and teacher competencies. It also evaluates how these 

problems affect the teaching process. Findings reveal that students face difficulties in language learning when teaching 

materials are not aligned with their level, teaching methods are limited, and teachers lack sufficient training. Additionally, it 

is emphasized that strategies to increase student motivation and cultural awareness must be developed. The proposed solutions 

include adapting teaching materials to students’ language levels, providing in-service training for teachers, increasing the use 

of technology, and promoting cultural integration. 

Keywords— Teaching Turkish as a foreign language, teaching materials, teaching methods, cultural differences, teacher 

competencies, student motivation. 

 

I. INTRODUCTION 

The teaching of Turkish as a foreign language has become 

an important topic globally due to increasing interest in 

recent years. While the teaching of Turkish as a foreign 

language has historical roots, it has gained even more value 

today in terms of academic, commercial, and cultural 

interactions. The growing number of individuals learning 

Turkish has led to the proliferation of academic studies and 

teaching programs in this field. In this context, research on 

teaching Turkish to foreigners has also gained significant 

momentum in recent years (Göçer, Tabak & Coşkun, 2020). 

According to Tunçel (2015), teaching Turkish as a foreign 

language is particularly important in terms of education and 

career opportunities. Studies reveal that among the factors 

motivating individuals to learn Turkish are personal 

development, cultural integration, and job opportunities. 

Learning Turkish is considered a critical skill for students 

who wish to pursue higher education in Turkey, increasing 

their interest and motivation in the language. 

Learning a foreign language is not limited to learning 

grammatical rules; it also requires understanding the 

cultural elements of the target language. Students’ learning 

of the target language's culture facilitates the language 

learning process and provides them with new perspectives 

(Sarıkaya et al., 2023, p. 395). 

Divanü Lügati't-Türk is considered one of the first works in 

teaching Turkish as a foreign language. Although this work 

is referred to as a "dictionary," it offers a rich data source 

for teaching Turkish as a foreign language through its 

inclusion of Turkish dialects, phonetic features, 

morphology, and word analyses (Mete, 2012, p. 103). As 

such, it represents an important starting point for the 

systematic teaching of Turkish as a foreign language. 

Although Turkish is a language that foreigners wish to learn 

today, it is not always possible to claim that it is taught 

systematically with scientific data, methods, and techniques 

(Bulut, 2020, p. 377). This issue also applies to students 

learning foreign languages in Turkey. According to the 

study "Postgraduate Students’ Foreign Language 

Tendencies and the Problem of Foreign Language in 

Academia" by Bayındır and Kara (2019), foreign language 

education in Turkey, from primary to high school, tends to 

be repetitive and lacks practical application. The study 

reveals that participants received superficial, rote-based 

education in schools, leading to a lack of progress in the 

language learning process and causing students to develop 
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prejudices against foreign languages. Particularly, students 

face great difficulties in speaking skills and struggle to 

develop this skill. Additionally, academic language 

proficiency exams like YDS and YÖKDİL focus solely on 

reading comprehension and fail to fully reflect language use 

skills. 

The purpose of this study is to identify the key problems 

encountered in teaching Turkish as a foreign language and 

propose solutions based on existing literature. The study’s 

unique contribution is to present a more holistic perspective 

by addressing the relationships between these problems. 

Issues such as student motivation, teacher competencies, 

teaching materials, and cultural differences have been 

analyzed in terms of how they interact. In particular, this 

study deeply examines the impact of teacher competencies 

on teaching materials and the relationship between student 

motivation and challenges in the language learning process. 

In this context, the research questions are as follows: 

Research Questions 

1. What are the main problems encountered in teaching 

Turkish as a foreign language? 

2. What challenges do teaching materials and resources 

present in teaching Turkish as a foreign language? 

3. How do teachers' methodological deficiencies cause 

problems in teaching Turkish as a foreign language? 

4. How do students' cultural differences affect the 

process of learning Turkish as a foreign language? 

5. What challenges arise from the mismatch between 

students' language proficiency and the curriculum in 

teaching Turkish as a foreign language? 

6. What are the proposed solutions to the problems 

encountered in teaching Turkish as a foreign 

language? 

 

II. LITERATURE REVIEW 

General Overview of Teaching Turkish as a Foreign 

Language: 

The motivation levels of international students learning 

Turkish as a foreign language have been examined. The 

study found that instrumental motivation varies across 

countries, with Iranian students showing higher motivation 

compared to students from other countries. However, 

intrinsic and cultural motivations did not show significant 

differences in terms of country, age, or language level 

(Yağmur, 2021, p. 1637). 

Başar (2018) highlighted the lack of standardization in 

teaching Turkish in Afghanistan, noting that war conditions 

have complicated the process. While the Yunus Emre 

Institute’s "Yedi İklim" series is widely used, there is no 

general standard for language teaching. The study 

emphasized the need for a language teaching policy specific 

to Afghanistan. 

Başar (2020) also developed policy recommendations for 

teaching Turkish as a foreign language in the Islamic 

Republic of Iran. Due to the historical and cultural ties 

between Turkey and Iran, the importance of Turkish 

teaching in Iran has increased, but current programs are not 

coordinated and lack a standard structure. The study 

emphasized the need for different teaching approaches and 

materials for Persian-speaking and Turkish-speaking 

learners and argued that institutions like the Yunus Emre 

Institute should develop a Turkish teaching strategy tailored 

to Iran. 

According to Hasan Fehmi Erol's (2019) study "Readability 

of Texts in Turkish Language Textbooks for Foreigners," 

the texts in textbooks used to teach Turkish to foreigners 

must be appropriate for students' language levels. The 

length of words and sentences, along with word frequency, 

directly affect the efficiency of these texts in language 

teaching. The study calculated readability scores of texts 

from four different Turkish textbooks and found a 27% 

difference in readability, indicating significant variation in 

the readability of texts prepared for the same level. 

Speaking skills are crucial in teaching Turkish as a foreign 

language due to the communicative function of the 

language. Together with listening skills, speaking is one of 

the most commonly used language skills in daily life. 

Therefore, students learning Turkish as a foreign language 

must develop these skills effectively and correctly 

(Günaydın, 2021). 

According to Şen and Boylu (2015), speaking skills are 

particularly challenging for students learning Turkish. 

Students tend to avoid speaking due to anxiety about correct 

pronunciation, which negatively impacts their success. 

Additionally, speaking anxiety does not vary based on 

factors such as age, gender, or educational status, but it has 

been observed that regularly conversing with a native 

Turkish speaker helps reduce anxiety levels. 

In the integration process, language is a fundamental 

condition for adapting to society. Language and integration 

courses in Germany, for example, serve as important tools 

to facilitate the participation of immigrants in society. 

However, it has been noted that short-term courses make it 

difficult to learn complex languages like German (Özbent, 

2008). 

Cultural differences play a crucial role in the language 

learning process. Authentic materials, especially brochures, 

can increase students' interest in the target language by 

conveying cultural elements in language teaching. These 
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materials help bridge language and culture by reflecting the 

lifestyle and values of a society (Tanrıkulu & Çelik, 2019). 

According to Keskin (2024), the competencies of educators 

are crucial in providing effective teaching of Turkish as a 

foreign language. Teaching Turkish as a foreign language 

requires not only grammar instruction but also a 

comprehensive and practical education process aimed at 

developing students' language usage skills. In this context, 

the importance of teacher training programs for educators 

in teaching Turkish as a foreign language is emphasized. 

Problems Encountered in Teaching Turkish as a 

Foreign Language: 

Among the fundamental problems encountered in teaching 

Turkish as a foreign language are the lack of materials, 

inadequacy of textbooks, and the absence of a natural 

language usage environment. Additionally, teachers' lack of 

grammar knowledge and insufficient specialized training 

are other significant factors complicating the teaching 

process. While the use of a common language can 

sometimes cause confusion in communication, the lack of 

expertise in language teaching techniques also negatively 

impacts the process (Mete, 2012, p. 122). 

In his study, İşcan (2020) evaluated various problems in 

teaching Turkish as a foreign language. The absence of a 

dedicated undergraduate program and the shortage of 

qualified instructors are seen as key issues. İşcan 

emphasized the need for a suitable teaching program for 

Turkish as a foreign language, pointing out that the failure 

to develop existing programs based on needs analysis has 

led to problems. Furthermore, the lack of teachers' 

competence in methods and techniques causes difficulties 

for students in their language learning processes. The study 

found that students experience the most difficulty in writing 

and grammar, and it proposed a constructivist approach to 

address these issues. 

According to Tiryaki (2013), there are many challenges in 

developing writing skills when teaching Turkish as a 

foreign language. The structure of the Turkish language, 

particularly the differences in syntax, creates significant 

obstacles for foreign learners. For example, while the word 

order in English is subject+verb+object, in Turkish it is 

subject+object+verb. This difference causes students to 

make mistakes when forming sentences. Additionally, the 

difficulty in developing sufficient vocabulary and the 

proper use of grammatical structures create major barriers 

to improving writing skills. Students struggle to construct 

meaningful and coherent paragraphs and find it challenging 

to express their ideas logically at the text level (Tiryaki, 

2013). 

According to Balcı and Melanlıoğlu (2020), the main issues 

encountered in the process of teaching Turkish as a foreign 

language include the quality of instruction, lack of 

materials, and inadequacy of content that meets students' 

learning needs. In this process, the lack of specific standards 

for Turkish and insufficient content stand out as major 

problems. 

Derya and Demet Yaylı (2014) indicated that one of the 

main challenges faced by students learning Turkish as a 

foreign language is focusing solely on the structural features 

of the language. Traditional language teaching tends to 

focus heavily on grammar and spelling rules, while 

neglecting contextual factors. This makes it difficult for 

students to understand how the language is used in real 

communication contexts. Students learning Turkish 

struggle not only with following the rules of the language 

but also with using it naturally and fluently in 

communication. 

In their study, Halime Barış and Ülker Şen (2019) examined 

the writing anxiety of university students learning Turkish 

as a foreign language. The study indicated that anxiety is 

associated with negative emotions like fear and worry. 

Writing anxiety is particularly high in foreign language 

learning, and this anxiety negatively affects students' 

success. The research found no significant impact of gender 

on writing anxiety, but students' environment-related 

anxieties were higher than task-related anxieties. 

Additionally, it was observed that as students increased the 

frequency of their writing practice, their anxiety levels 

decreased. 

According to Emek and Feyzioğlu (2024), students learning 

Turkish face the most challenges in speaking and listening 

skills. Additionally, difficulties in accessing materials such 

as dictionaries, workbooks, and films pose significant 

barriers in the Turkish learning process. The lack of 

materials for learning Turkish in Algeria and the failure of 

teaching programs to fully meet students' needs are other 

issues. Students, in particular, experience inadequacies in 

learning how Turkish is used in everyday life. The lack of 

technology-based materials (e.g., computers, electronic 

dictionaries) is also cited as a factor hindering the learning 

process. 

According to Tunçel (2015), one of the main problems 

faced by students learning Turkish is high anxiety levels. 

High anxiety negatively impacts students' motivation to 

learn. Students who experience anxiety about attending 

language classes and preparing for lessons encounter 

significant difficulties in their language learning processes. 

It was also noted that male participants exhibited higher 

motivation towards learning Turkish compared to females. 

The challenges in teaching Turkish include grammar 

instruction, speaking and listening skills, and writing skills. 

It has been noted that learning Turkish suffixes is difficult, 
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that non-native speakers particularly struggle with listening 

and speaking skills, and that creative and academic 

activities play a key role in the development of writing skills 

(Özdemir, 2023). 

Recommendations Regarding the Teaching of Turkish 

as a Foreign Language 

İnal (2023) emphasizes the need to shape the teaching of 

Turkish as a foreign language according to the pedagogical 

needs of different age groups. The learning styles, needs, 

and expectations of different age groups create significant 

differences in the design of teaching programs and 

materials. İnal highlights the importance of developing 

teacher competencies and teaching methods according to 

the age group. 

In his study, Zeyrek (2020) emphasizes the importance of 

teaching not only the rules but also the cultural elements in 

teaching Turkish as a foreign language. This enables 

students to learn the language more effectively. 

Akay, Bağlar, Uslu, Sorgu, and Bağlar (2024) point out that 

pronunciation training improves students' speaking skills 

and prevents misunderstandings. Additionally, they 

highlight the importance of pronunciation training due to 

the differences between Turkish phonetics and the students' 

native languages. 

According to Şen and Boylu (2015), the most effective 

strategy for improving speaking skills is to create 

environments outside of classroom activities where students 

can use the language in their daily lives. These practices are 

noted to be effective in reducing students' speaking anxiety 

and improving their success in language learning. 

Furthermore, a certain level of anxiety is said to be 

motivating in language learning. 

Şeylan (2013) argues that grammar should be taught 

simultaneously with the five core skills (speaking, listening, 

reading, writing, and comprehension) in teaching Turkish 

as a foreign language. He focused on teaching the present 

tense at the A1 level and suggested that it is the most 

appropriate tense for beginner students. Şeylan also notes 

that using visual tools such as gestures, facial expressions, 

and dramatization can make learning easier. 

Özbal (2020) emphasizes the importance of ensuring that 

self-learning materials are simple, clear, and 

understandable. These materials should guide the student's 

learning process through appropriate language levels, 

content organization, and evaluation sections. 

Benzer (2020) underscores the importance of adopting a 

functional approach to teaching grammar in Turkish as a 

foreign language. This approach aims to enable students to 

use the language in real communication situations rather 

than merely teaching grammar rules. 

Türkben (2018) states that higher quality teaching materials 

need to be developed for teaching Turkish as a foreign 

language. In this regard, new research should be conducted, 

and strategies that facilitate language learning should be 

developed. In conclusion, Türkben suggests that both 

quantitative and qualitative research in the field of teaching 

Turkish as a foreign language should be increased, and the 

studies should be approached from a broader perspective. 

Özdemir (2023) emphasizes the need to use appropriate 

teaching materials to overcome grammatical challenges, 

adopt activity-based approaches, and use technology 

effectively as a teaching tool. Materials should be suitable 

for students, simple, and understandable, and exercises 

should be meaningful and interactive to enhance language 

learning success. He also highlights the importance of 

technology as a supportive tool in language teaching. 

According to Tiryaki (2013), writing education should be 

conducted through a gradual process. These stages include 

teaching the alphabet, words, sentences, paragraphs, and 

text creation. Additionally, teachers should guide students 

during the writing process and provide feedback appropriate 

to their level. Various text types and writing methods should 

be used to improve students' writing skills. 

 

III. METHODOLOGY 

This study was conducted using a review model with the 

aim of identifying the problems encountered in teaching 

Turkish as a foreign language and evaluating potential 

solutions. The review model is a method that involves 

examining the existing literature to compile and evaluate the 

knowledge accumulated on a particular subject. The 

methodological steps of the study are detailed below: 

Literature Selection and Review Process 

In this study, national and international research related to 

the main problems and solution suggestions in teaching 

Turkish as a foreign language was reviewed. These studies 

were selected from articles, book chapters, and conference 

papers published especially in the last 10 years. The 

literature compiled from academic databases like DergiPark 

formed the foundation of the study. The relevance of the 

selected literature was determined through keyword 

searches (e.g., “teaching Turkish as a foreign language,” 

“teaching materials,” “teacher competencies”). 

Data Collection Method  

In the literature review, specific inclusion criteria were 

taken into account when determining the studies to be 

included. For example, being directly related to the teaching 

of Turkish as a foreign language and focusing on 

methodological problems in language teaching and their 

solution suggestions were among the criteria. The reviewed 
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literature was used in the qualitative data collection process 

and systematically categorized for the purpose of analyzing 

the problems (e.g., teaching materials, teaching methods, 

cultural differences). 

Data Analysis Method 

In analyzing the collected data, the content analysis method 

was used. The findings from the literature were grouped 

around specific themes (e.g., lack of materials, teacher 

competency issues, student motivation), and solution 

suggestions were evaluated accordingly. Moreover, the 

results of each study were thoroughly examined, and 

findings that aligned with existing problems were 

identified. These findings were discussed in more detail in 

the conclusion section of the study. 

Limitations 

Since this study is literature review-focused, it is limited to 

the sources found in the literature. Access to all studies in 

the field may not have been possible, and therefore, some 

research may have been overlooked in more comprehensive 

studies. Additionally, the results of the study are not 

supported by data from practical applications; thus, further 

field research on problems encountered in practice may be 

needed. 

Findings 

This research, based on a literature review, grouped the 

fundamental problems encountered in teaching Turkish as a 

foreign language under various headings. 

Lack of Teaching Materials and Resources 

The inadequacy of textbooks and other materials in 

matching students' language levels negatively affects the 

learning process (Başar, 2018; Erol, 2019). This issue is also 

directly related to teacher competencies. When teachers are 

not sufficiently trained to use materials efficiently, this 

deficiency prevents them from offering appropriate lesson 

content to students. This deepens the problem concerning 

both teacher competence and the effectiveness of the 

teaching materials. 

Shortcomings in Teaching Methods 

Teachers' lack of mastery over modern language teaching 

methods also reduces student motivation during the 

language learning process (İşcan, 2020). Students may lose 

interest in traditional methods used in the classroom, which 

can hinder the development of their language skills and 

negatively affect their motivation. Furthermore, a decline in 

student motivation, combined with the inability to enrich 

teaching methods, can escalate the problem. 

Student Motivation and Anxiety: 

A lack of motivation negatively affects student 

performance. However, this deficiency is not only 

dependent on the student's internal motivation; it is also 

directly related to language level, the teaching materials 

used, and teacher competence. When the student's language 

level does not match the materials or the teacher is unable 

to provide adequate guidance, the student may lose interest 

in learning the language (Yağmur, 2021; Tunçel, 2015). 

Cultural Differences and Integration Issues: 

Cultural differences among students are significant factors 

that influence the language learning process (Zeyrek, 2020). 

If teachers do not consider these cultural differences or if 

the materials lack cultural context, student motivation can 

decrease, leading to problems in the teaching process. 

Therefore, it is essential for teachers to develop cultural 

awareness and to adjust the teaching materials accordingly. 

Language Level and Curriculum Mismatch: 

The lack of materials suitable for students' language levels 

prevents teachers from developing appropriate teaching 

strategies (Balcı & Melanlıoğlu, 2020). The misalignment 

between the curriculum and student needs negatively 

impacts both teachers and students, hindering the language 

learning process. 

Teacher Competencies: 

Teacher competency deficiencies directly impact the use of 

teaching materials and student motivation. Teachers who 

have not received adequate training may struggle to use 

materials effectively and fail to provide the necessary 

support to students (Keskin, 2024). This situation reduces 

the quality of teaching and slows down students' language 

learning processes. 

Lack of Technological and Material Support: 

The limited use of technology-based learning tools is 

related both to teacher competencies and the need to update 

teaching materials. A lack of technological tools can 

prevent teachers from enriching classroom activities and 

reduce students' interest in the language learning process 

(Emek & Feyzioğlu, 2024). 

These findings show that the fundamental problems 

encountered in teaching Turkish as a foreign language span 

a wide range, from teaching materials and methods to 

student motivation, teacher competence, and cultural 

differences. 

INDENTATIONS AND EQUATIONS 

The first paragraph under each heading or subheading 

should be flush left, and subsequent paragraphs should have 

a five-space indentation. A colon is inserted before an 

equation is presented, but there is no punctuation following 

the equation. All equations are numbered and referred to in 

the text solely by a number enclosed in a round bracket (i.e., 

(3) reads as "equation 3"). Ensure that any miscellaneous 
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numbering system you use in your paper cannot be confused 

with a reference [4] or an equation (3) designation. 

 

IV. CONCLUSION 

This study examines the fundamental issues encountered in 

teaching Turkish as a foreign language through existing 

literature, revealing that these problems stem from various 

factors. Key issues include the inadequacy of teaching 

materials, limited teaching methods, differences in student 

motivation and anxiety levels, the impact of cultural 

differences on the language learning process, and the 

insufficient qualifications of teachers. Additionally, a lack 

of technological and material support creates significant 

obstacles in students' language learning journeys. 

Addressing these challenges is critical for enabling learners 

of Turkish as a foreign language to have a more effective 

and productive learning experience. 

Recommendations: 

Rather than offering general solutions to the challenges in 

teaching Turkish as a foreign language, more specific 

strategies need to be developed. The following 

recommendations outline concrete steps for each problem 

area: 

1. Teaching Materials and Resources: 

Teaching materials must not only be adjusted to the 

students' language levels but also incorporate the cultural 

context of the target language. Readability analyses should 

determine the appropriateness of textbooks, and programs 

to develop leveled materials should be implemented. 

Additionally, e-learning platforms should be established to 

develop digital teaching materials and interactive content, 

making them easily accessible to students. A 

comprehensive needs analysis should be conducted 

regularly by gathering feedback from students to ensure 

materials are developed in line with their needs. 

2. Teaching Methods: 

Teachers should move away from grammar-based 

instruction and adopt methods that focus on developing 

communicative and functional language skills. In-service 

training programs should be organized, introducing 

interactive teaching techniques, student-centered 

approaches, and modern methods such as gamification in 

language learning, supported by practical training. To 

expand the reach of these methods, teacher mentoring 

programs should be implemented. Experienced teachers can 

guide new colleagues to address methodological 

shortcomings. 

 

 

3. Student Motivation and Anxiety: 

To increase student motivation, it is important to provide a 

learning environment that emphasizes not only grammar but 

also cultural elements. Language learning activities (such as 

film viewings, language workshops, and cultural trips) 

should be organized to foster students' integration into the 

target language and culture. Additionally, a special training 

program for teachers on anxiety management should be 

developed. These programs should teach strategies for 

reducing students' anxiety during the language learning 

process. Motivation-boosting practices, such as regularly 

acknowledging and rewarding student achievements, 

should also be incorporated into the learning process. 

4. Teacher Training: 

Long-term teacher training programs must be organized to 

ensure that teachers are proficient in modern language 

teaching techniques. These programs should not only focus 

on grammar instruction but also cover cultural integration, 

enriching teaching methods with technology, and planning 

lessons for various language levels. The training should be 

modular, with certification processes to evaluate teacher 

performance at the end of each module. Teachers should 

also be encouraged to participate in international language 

teaching conferences, where they can learn about new 

teaching strategies and methods. 

5. Technological Support: 

To enhance the use of technological tools in language 

teaching, classroom technological infrastructure needs to be 

improved. Each classroom should have at least one smart 

board, internet access, and applications designed for 

language learning. Students should be given constant access 

to mobile language learning apps and e-learning platforms, 

and teachers should receive training on integrating 

technology effectively into their teaching. Additionally, 

online language conversation clubs can be established to 

provide students with more opportunities for practice. 

6. Cultural Integration: 

Language learning materials should not focus solely on 

teaching grammar or vocabulary but should also aim to 

enhance students' cultural awareness. Cultural activities, 

language clubs, and international student exchange 

programs should be integrated into the language learning 

process. Moreover, a learning environment that respects 

students' own cultural backgrounds should be created, 

turning these differences into learning opportunities within 

language teaching. 
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Abstract 

Germany’s effort to develop AI and make progress in this field became coherent and systematic after the publication of the 

German National AI Strategy in 2018. Germany’s effort in AI development has four trends, namely the integration of AI in 

society and economy, building and maintaining the AI ecosystem, strengthening the country in terms of infrastructure and data, 

and finally research and development, which constitutes the essence and backbone of all the other trends. To drive its efforts 

forward in each trend, Germany should overcome the respective challenges. Furthermore, due to the novelty of the subject of 

AI and its fast-developing nature, AI has posed some challenges and issues in legal, political, and social fields that need to be 

addressed swiftly. Germans dominantly address these challenges either on national or European levels and mainly resort to 

research and academia, their mighty industrial sector, and legislation on federal and European levels to do so. 

Keywords— AI, foreign policy, Germany , Regional Studies, Technology and international relations  

 

I. INTRODUCTION 

Due to its vast applications in various fields like health care, 

transportation, finance, and national security, and also 

because of its rapid development, Artificial Intelligence is 

viewed as a transformative entity and a novel subject. 

Therefore, we witness international competition over 

resources related to AI, and different countries are devising 

plans and strategies to gain the upper hand in developing AI 

and benefiting from it. Germany has joined the league of 

countries that devised and published their plans and 

strategies for AI development in 2018, to strengthen its 

position in the global competition over AI, guarantee the 

development of AI responsibly and ethically, and facilitate 

the proliferation of its application in the society and 

economic sectors in a way that is in line with European 

values (Die Bundesregierung, 2018c). Germany has a rich 

record of innovation and vast industrial and scientific 

infrastructures and resources. There has been a research 

center in Germany dedicated to research in the field of AI 

for more than three decades, which is called DFKI1, and 

makes this country one of the pioneers of AI research 

 
1 Deutsches Forschungszentrum für Künstliches Intelligenz 

(DFKI). Although Germany is one of the pioneers of AI 

research and has a strong position in terms of industrial and 

academic strength to support research and development of 

AI and facilitate its application and use in society and 

economy, it is not considered a leading actor in the 

international arena in terms of research, development, and 

use of AI, nor has been successful in harvesting the benefits 

of AI compared to other countries that have similar 

technological, financial, and political status as Germany 

(BMBF, 2023). In this paper, we will go through the official 

documents, reports, and official websites of the German 

government, the EU, and non-governmental organizations 

in Germany that are active in the field of AI and technology. 

we examine these documents using the method of archival 

research and aim to answer the following questions: 

Main Question: What are the challenges and 

problems that hindered Germany’s progress in 

the field of AI? 

Sub Question: How the German 

government is addressing these problems 

https://dx.doi.org/10.22161/jhed.6.5.11
https://theshillonga.com/index.php/jhed
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and challenges to push Germany’s progress 

in the field of AI forward? 

 

II. LITERATURE REVIEW 

From the perspective of the European Economic and Social 

Committee, AI as the key concept in this research, has no 

single and precise definition, rather AI is a general main 

concept that includes several sub-concepts. Among these 

sub-concepts, we can mention ‘Cognitive Calculation’, 

‘Machine Learning’, ‘Augmented Intelligence’, and 

‘Robotic AI’ (EESC, 2017). According to the European 

Commission, AI is a system that possesses some level of 

authority and independence and can demonstrate intelligent 

behavior following an analysis and scan of the surrounding 

area, to achieve a certain objective (European Commission, 

2018). Now that we understand, what is meant by AI in 

general from the perspective of official European 

documents, it is reasonable to look at the definition that 

“Desouza” has provided as he defines AI concerning 

government, which we believe is very relevant to this 

research, based on its scope and research question. AI in 

government refers to the design, construction, use, and 

evaluation of cognitive computing and machine learning to 

improve the management of government organizations and 

the decisions of leaders, to design and implement public 

policies, and to improve related governance mechanisms 

(Desouza, 2019).  

There is high competition internationally between different 

countries to gain the upper hand and leading position in AI. 

Countries like China, the US, the UK, and Germany are in 

this competition (Savage, 2020). Discussion over AI is no 

longer limited to computer scientists and AI specialists, 

rather politicians and sociologists assert the importance and 

transformative nature. For example, the Russian president 

in 2017 said that whoever takes the lead in Artificial 

Intelligence will dominate the world (RT, 2017). Angela 

Merkel in 2018 said that AI is vital for Germany’s growth 

and prosperity (Die Bundesregierung, 2018a). Furthermore, 

the German government recognizes AI as the key to the 

future world. Therefore they aim to turn Germany into a 

globally competitive actor in the field of AI research, 

development, and use (Die Bundesregierung, 2020). The 

first nation that publish an AI national strategy was Canada 

in 2017. Germany published its AI national strategy in 2018 

and now we have more than 17 countries worldwide that 

published their strategies (Radu, 2021). Before publishing 

 
2 Deutsches Forschungszentrum für Künstliche Inteligenz, 
German research center for AI, created in 1988 
3 The Berlin Institute for the Foundations of Learning and Data, 
created in 2019 
4 Munich Center for Machine Learning, created in 2018 

their national strategy for AI, Germans’ rhetoric about 

governance and policy-making regarding AI was scattered. 

The publication of this document helped make Germany’s 

efforts in governing and devising policies in the field of AI 

more coherent (Lemke et al., 2023). Through this strategy, 

the Germans aimed to allocate more support to developing 

AI in Germany and Europe and implement specific features 

based on European values to its development (Die 

Bundesregierung, 2018b).  

There was a significant amount of research and 

development efforts in the field of AI in Germany, even 

before the publication of this country’s national AI strategy. 

Devising this document helped Germany to stabilize and 

improve its position in AI research, development, and 

proliferation by introducing mechanisms for investment in 

this field, funding research, and acting in a more coherent 

way towards achieving Germany’s goals in the field of AI 

(Savage, 2020, European Commission, 2021a). 

Implications of the effect of this strategy on Germany’s AI 

development financially is that Germany invested 500 

million euros in this sector in 2024, which shows an 

increase in investment that amounts to 200 million euros 

compared to the year before (Matthews, 2023). There is a 

network of six progressive national AI competence centers 

in Germany that includes DFKI2, BIFOLF3, MCML4, The 

Lamarr Institute for Machine Learning and Artificial 

Intelligence5, SCADS.AI6, and TÜAI7. Apart from DFKI 

which was established in 1988, all the other centers have 

been created as a direct result of Germany’s national AI 

strategy. This demonstrates the commitment of the Germans 

to make progress in AI technology. The Network of 

National Centers of Excellence for AI Research creates the 

foundations for the development of a futuristic AI in 

Germany (BMBF, 2022b). Another implication of the effect 

of the strategy and approach of Germany in AI policy-

making nationally and internationally is Germany’s effort to 

implement democratic values and human rights as main 

principles in AI development (Radu, 2021). Based on a 

collective view of the accessible documents regarding AI in 

Germany, one can claim that Germany’s ultimate goal is to 

mobilize AI and all the efforts related to its development and 

proliferation to the benefit of public interests in this country. 

Furthermore, policy-making and governing AI in Germany 

follows a pattern of strategic investments, moral and value 

considerations, and international cooperations. 

 

5 Created in 2022 
6 Center for Scalable Data Analytics and Artificial Intelligence, 
created in 2019 
7 Tübingen AI center, created in 2023 
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III. METHODOLOGY 

According to Weber, a government or state is a bureaucratic 

and administrative facility, in which political decisions and 

executive processes, which include legislation, orders, and 

policies, can be monitored and tracked (Weber, 1980). 

Therefore, to highlight the challenges and problems that 

hindered Germany’s progress in the field of AI from the 

perspective of official documents and to understand how the 

German government is set to alleviate the problems archival 

research is the appropriate method because it is 

concentrated on the investigation of the effects and 

activities of a bureaucratic system, like a government, think 

tanks, or non-governmental foundations and associations, in 

a particular country, in a specific field (Friedrich, 2022). In 

this essay we investigate the effects and activities of the 

bureaucratic systems, like the EU, the Bundesregierung8, 

think tanks, and non-governmental foundations and 

associations, in Germany, about AI, its development, the 

problems and challenges related to it, and the measures 

taken by the bureaucratic system to alleviate them. 

Therefore, archival research perfectly fits the research 

agenda in this essay. Archival research is a systematic 

method, through which one can analyze high volumes of 

unprocessed documents regarding a specific subject to 

create a framework, which serves the purpose of tracking, 

categorizing, and comparing policies in a given field. In 

archival research, one investigates first-hand materials and 

documents, which decreases bias and error in analysis and 

increases the quality of the study (Friedrich, 2022). To 

understand the challenges and problems that hindered 

Germany’s progress in the field of AI from the perspective 

of official documents and to look into the policies and 

measures that the German government and non-

governmental actors have taken to alleviate the problems, 

we study the documents that the German government, 

federal ministries, the Bundestag9, related think tanks, 

research organizations and universities, trade associations, 

specialized unions, and the European Union have published 

regarding AI and its governance through archival research.  

 

IV. RESULTS: CHALLENGES AND 

MEASURES TO OVERCOME 

Integration of AI in Society and Economy, Challenges and 

Measures to Overcome 

Despite that the number of newly funded AI startups in 

Germany is growing, which is the result of having reliable 

digitized infrastructure and production processes on one 

hand and prestigious universities and research centers in 

Germany on the other hand, this country has not been able 

to achieve a considerable economic success internationally 

compared to its rivals (Sharbaf, 2022, BMBF, 2023, 

Stanford University, 2024, Stanford University, 2023, 

Stanford University, 2022). 

 

Fig.1: Expanding AI startup ecosystem in Germany 

 

 For instance, Germany ranks ninth globally after countries 

like Japan, India, France, Canada, the US, the UK, and 

 
8 German government 

China in terms of the number of startups active in the field 

of AI (BMBF, 2023, Stanford University, 2024).  

9 German parliament 
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Fig.3: Global Comparison of the Number of AI Startups, 2013-2023 

 

In terms of attracting private investment in the AI sector 

until 2023, the UK has invested twice as much, China 10 

times, and the US has invested 32 times the amount that 

Germany has invested in this sector (Stanford University, 

2024) 

 

 

Fig.4: Global Comparison of Private Investment in AI, 2013-2023 

 

In the following charts, we demonstrate the yearly private 

investments that the prominent countries that are active in 

the field of AI have made from 2018 to 2023, to compare 

their financial efforts in developing AI and demonstrate the 

gap between most of these countries and China and the US 

according to the data available in the Artificial intelligence 

index reports (Stanford University, 2024, Stanford 

University, 2023, Stanford University, 2022, Stanford 

University, 2021). 
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Fig.5: Yearly private investment in AI, 2013-2023, comparing Germany with China and the US 

 

 

Fig.6: Yearly private investment in AI, 2013-2023, comparing Germany with prominent countries other than the US and 

China 

 

With regard to AI patents, Germany ranks 5th to 7th 

globally after countries like China, the US, Japan, and South 

Korea (BMBF, 2023). Therefore, we can say that 

Germany’s economic AI performance is mediocre and does 

not match its potential. According to an assessment by the 

Federal Ministry of Education and Research, the reason 

behind this relative lack of success is related to the 

challenges regarding the transferability of AI research 

results to economic and industrial sectors and the systematic 

and human-centered integration of AI technology in society 

and businesses (BMBF, 2023). To solve this problem, the 

efforts of the public and private sectors are put in motion. 

In line with the efforts of the German government to make 

progress towards AI development and proliferation, federal 

ministries have been taking actions to integrate AI in the 

field of their specific duties, to facilitate the execution of 

their tasks through harvesting the benefits of AI.   
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The Federal Ministry of Education and Research10 was one 

of the ministries that was involved in the creation and 

publication of the national AI strategy in Germany. This 

ministry has contributed to the development and creation of 

the necessary hardware for AI systems in Germany, 

establishing AI service centers, promoting the use of 

artificial intelligence in small and medium enterprises, and 

promoting AI applications to solve problems. One example 

of the latter is the establishment of AI application centers11, 

where AI is put to use to solve problems like reducing the 

amount of garbage and promoting a circular economy 

through AI-assisted recycling (BMBF, 2021). The Federal 

Ministry of Education and Research is also focused on 

training and recruiting experts for research and 

development purposes to increase the application of AI even 

further. Among its efforts, we can point out the creation of 

100 university professorships in the field of artificial 

intelligence, the establishment of AI labs, and designing and 

implementing different projects centered on artificial 

intelligence in the educational and research environment 

(BMBF, 2022a).  

In 2013, the Federal Ministry of Transportation and Urban 

Development in a decree by Angela Merkel was required to 

include the tasks related to digital and data policies as well 

as digital communications among its assigned tasks and 

take over the affairs related to the digital field. 

Subsequently, its name was changed to the Federal Ministry 

of Transportation and Digital Infrastructure12. Ever since, 

this ministry's objective has been to expand digital 

infrastructures in Germany, devise plans and policies to 

support innovation and entrepreneurship, speed up digital 

development, and improve Germany’s digital governance 

and competitiveness internationally (BMDV, 2022). These 

new tasks have been in accordance and aligned with this 

ministry’s traditional tasks. This ministry actively promotes 

research, development, and experimentation of new AI-

based technologies in transportation and urban development 

fields, on one hand, to save resources and achieve 

environmentally neutral transportation, on the other hand, 

to improve connections between population centers, 

overcome traffic, and improve safety (BMDV, 2018).  

The Federal Ministry of Environment13 has introduced an 

initiative called AI- lighthouses14, which intends to counter 

environmental challenges with the help of AI. This ministry 

advocates the design and development of sustainable AI 

 
10 Bundesministerium für Bildung und Forschung, BMBF 
11 Anwendungshub 
12 Bundesministerium für Digitales und Verkehr, BMDV 
13 Bundesministerium für Umwelt, Naturschutz, nukleare 
Sicherheit und Verbraucherschutz, BMUV 

systems and harvests the benefits of AI to promote the 

protection of the environment and climate (BMUV, 2022).  

The Federal Ministry of Food and Agriculture supports 

research efforts that help ensure sustainable agriculture and 

management of agriculture and food sources. This ministry 

believes that harvesting the benefits of AI can help it 

achieve its goals, therefore at the moment it supports 36 

joint research projects with a value of 44 million Euros to 

promote the application of AI in farming, food chain, and 

healthy nutrition management, and the development of rural 

areas. Through the integration of AI in the field of 

agriculture, innovative ideas for the improvement of 

agriculture and development of rural areas can be put into 

action and sustainable jobs and new services can be created, 

which in turn improves public welfare services and also 

ensures biodiversity (BMEL, 2022). 

The Federal Ministry of Economy15 belongs to the group of 

federal ministries that created Germany’s national AI 

strategy; therefore, it has a key role in promoting the 

application of AI in different industrial and economic 

sectors in this country. This ministry advocates the 

integration of AI-related innovations in Germany’s national 

economy and specifically focuses on supporting the 

numerous SMEs16 to access and benefit from the 

opportunities that AI has to offer (BMWK, 2020).  

The Ministry of Labor and Social Affairs has introduced 

initiatives like AI-observatory and AI-Studio to direct the 

development and application of AI in this country. AI 

observatory is an essential tool for the implementation of 

national AI strategy, monitors and analyzes the effects of AI 

on the field of work and society to orient AI design to 

maximum compatibility with public interests and facilitate 

its integration and application in work and society in a 

responsible manner (BMAS, 2020, KI-Observatorium). In 

the AI studios, the employees and workers are encouraged 

to receive training to use AI, share their experience of using 

AI with the developers, and contribute to the design and 

development process. The purpose is for the employees and 

workers to trust AI and view it as their support (BMAS, 

2023).   

Industries and private economic enterprises also contribute 

to the further integration of AI in society and the economy 

by injecting their funding and investments in research and 

development projects in AI and other technological fields. 

In return, they benefit from the breakthroughs resulting 

from these research projects. We can call this relation a 

14 KI-Leuchttürmen 
15 Bundesministerium für Wirtschaft und Klimaschutz, BMWK 
16 Small and medium-sized enterprises 
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profitable mutualism, which boosts the transferability of 

research results to the society, businesses, and industrial 

sectors, and in turn, increases economic growth, creates 

business opportunities, and makes further research and 

innovation possible (BMBF, 2022a). SMEs create about 35 

percent of total corporate turnover in Germany and 59 

percent of job opportunities in this country (BMWK, 2019). 

Despite the considerable share they hold in the German 

economy, only 15% of SMEs have declared AI applications 

in their activities (Seifert et al., 2018). The reason is that 

they do not possess sufficient resources to test out the 

opportunities, limits, and risks associated with AI 

applications on their own. While the SMEs due to scarcity 

of their resources prefer not to approach untested areas such 

as AI, the government has sufficient resources and motifs to 

support the SMEs in this regard. Production technology 

center located in Leibniz University in Hannover is one of 

the facilities, where SMEs can benefit from state support 

and test out the application of AI with low costs to 

eventually integrate it into their businesses 

(Produktionstechnischen Zentrum Hannover, 2022). 

Building and Maintaining AI Ecosystem, Challenges and 

Measures to Overcome 

Despite that the rapid growth and development of AI 

globally offers vast benefits, it also creates challenges for 

the German economy and society, because Europe is 

lagging behind in developing AI models. In particular, for 

Germany, this means that safety in the technology arena has 

lower standards, and data sets have lower quality. 

Therefore, German enterprises become mere users of AI 

foundation models instead of contributing to their design. 

Consequently, Germany is on the verge of falling down a 

spiral of dependency. To avert this risk and contribute to the 

design of foundation models of AI, there needs to be 

massive computational capacities, which Germany 

currently lacks. According to a feasibility study by 

Germany’s federal AI association, this country needs to 

establish computational infrastructure for the specific 

purpose of AI development, the creation of AI foundation 

models, and their application in the economy (KI 

Bundesverband, 2023a). To deal with this challenge and 

catch up in the global AI competition, Germany increases 

its support of initiatives like Cyber Valley. Cyber Valley is 

Europe's largest research consortium in the field of artificial 

intelligence, which was established in 2016 to bring 

together academic and industrial actors to cooperate in AI 

research and the commercialization of research results as 

marketable services and products. Cyber Valley is a regional 

artificial intelligence ecosystem with global appeal, and in 

 
17 KI Bundesverband 
18 Große KI-Modelle für Deutschland 

2018 it became an important part of Germany's national 

artificial intelligence strategy. Cyber Valley is a key 

component in increasing Europe’s AI competitiveness, 

especially against the US and China (Max-Planck-

Gesellschaft, 2020). Besides Cyber Valley, Germany also 

hosts DFKI, which is one of the largest and oldest AI 

research facilities internationally, which together with 

numerous AI startups contribute to AI development in this 

country. 

Data and Infrastructure, Challenges and Measures to 

Overcome 

Compared to other countries that are actively planning and 

investing to make progress in AI, Germany faces many legal 

barriers to collecting and storing the data that is necessary 

for AI research. Due to the importance of research efforts in 

the field of AI in general and the fact that the research results 

affect AI policy-making and the agility of policymakers in 

reacting to the latest developments in this field depends on 

the outcome of the researchers’ efforts, experts highlight the 

importance of prioritizing research interests over other 

important factors like data protection and therefore praise 

the Research Data Act (GCEE, 2023, RatSWD, 2024). Data 

is a key factor and a very important resource in developing 

AI systems. Yet there are legal and infrastructural barriers 

preventing German actors from fully benefiting from this 

key resource. There is a large amount of data being 

produced on a continuous basis from the daily activity of 

people and enterprises. The problem is that the collection, 

storage, and use of data should legally be done in 

accordance with people’s privacy and rights, which can be 

restricting to AI developers. Besides, the collected data are 

not standardized and not stored centrally. Furthermore, a 

large portion of the produced data goes unnoticed. Apart 

from that private and public sectors do not have enough 

motivation to share the data that each of them can access, 

because the regulations in this matter are ambiguous and the 

benefits are not clear. To solve these problems the German 

government agreed to the initiative proposed by the federal 

AI association17 called Big AI Models for Germany18. 

Based on this initiative and in the data institute project19, 

Germany created a high-performance data center, where the 

data are stored efficiently and without redundancy under the 

data and privacy regulations and in a standardized fashion. 

The data are categorized and made visible, so the research 

institutes and developers can access them more easily. 

Furthermore, the data institute provides consultation and 

guidance for the startups that want to access data, so their 

activity in AI development and application would not go in 

violation of German and European laws and regulations in 

19 Dateninstitute 
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this regard (KI Bundesverband, 2022, KI Bundesverband, 

2023a). 

Legal and Political Framework, Challenges, and Measures 

to Overcome 

he main framework for artificial intelligence laws and 

regulations in Germany is determined by the country's 

constitution and the European Union's Charter of 

Fundamental Rights (Deutscher Bundestag, 2020). Besides 

federal legislation, European laws have a direct effect on AI 

regulation and governance in Germany. EU AI law, which 

is the world’s first comprehensive legal framework for 

artificial intelligence, is a good example. On March 13th, 

2024, the European Parliament passed the EU AI Act and 

recognized it as a law. The full implementation of the EU 

AI law is required from all member states within 24 months 

(Yakimova and Ojamo, 2024). Europe’s main factor for 

policy-making and devising regulations for AI is for these 

policies and regulations to be human-centered and 

respectful of European values (European Commission, 

2021b).  

 

Fig.7: Schematic view of the factors in motion to form the AI Regulations and Laws 

 

It is considered politically expedient to refer to European 

ethical guidelines and values for European policy-making 

in the field of AI. Because on the one hand, non-European 

forerunners in the field of AI and big technology companies 

that enact regulations and principles in this area, do so 

without consideration of European principles and values. 

On the other hand, the lack of governance and dominance 

regarding data and AI infrastructure on the side of the 

Europeans leads to further dependency of Europe to 

American and Chinese technology and service providers 

that do not necessarily abide by European laws and values 

(Bal and Gill, 2020, Henning Kagermann and 

Ulrich Wilhelm, 2020). Apart from keeping European 

countries and AI enterprises from being completely overrun 

by non-European giant technology firms, like Meta, 

Microsoft, Baidu, and Alibaba, etc.; the most significant 

advantage of the EU AI law, due to its value-based and 

human-centered essence is legally stopping unclear and 

discriminatory applications of AI and preventing its 

destructive effects. The downside of this legislation is that 

it can potentially slow down AI-related economic growth 

and hinder innovation through overregulation (Algorithm 

Watch, 2023, Applied AI Institute for Europe, 2022, KI 

Bundesverband, 2023b). 
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Social Matters, Challenges, and Measures to Overcome 

AI-based systems can affect people’s behavior and 

perception in various fields in society and have the potential 

to direct the collective sentiments and conducts in society 

(Deutscher Bundestag, 2020, Deutscher Ethikrat, 2023). 

Artificial intelligence can potentially transform societies 

positively, although there is a serious concern that the use 

of new tools by public and private organizations will have a 

negative impact on human and personal rights, freedom, 

liberties, and other fundamental values (Article 19, 2018). 

To be able to lean toward AI and leverage it to make 

progress, the government, society, and businesses should 

cooperate to identify the positive and negative points of AI. 

Therefore, the German government constantly creates and 

expands research capacities in the field of AI, supports the 

creation of education and training centers, and allocates 

state funding to research and training in AI systematically 

(BMBF, 2022a). An example of these efforts is the 

establishment of AI-Observatory under the direction of the 

Ministry of Labor and Social Affairs.  

The effects of AI have wide social implications. It can affect 

the labor force and employment. AI can address the need for 

labor forces in certain areas through automatization. In 

countries like Japan and Germany that are suffering from an 

aging population, this can be viewed as a solution to keep 

the economy sustainable and growing (Acemoglu and 

Restrepo, 2019). Despite the common belief, the 

automatization and the use of AI-based systems do not have 

a significant effect on the overall level of employment, and 

the loss of some job opportunities in the production sector 

is compensated by increasing profit and productivity that 

facilitate the creation of new job opportunities in the service 

sector and other sectors. We are witnessing the balance of 

job opportunities and displacement of human labor in 

industries that use robots and artificial intelligence. 

Automatization of the production processes reduces labor 

income and increases productivity and profit, which leads 

to higher job security for the workers. However, the 

decrease in the income of workers and the increase in the 

income of businesses, widens the income gap between 

workers and managers further, which strengthens social 

inequality (Dauth et al., 2018). Inequality in the labor 

market is not always reflected in the loss of jobs and 

income, but rather the quality of work and employment 

conditions in the new jobs that are created due to the 

proliferation of AI matters. In the digital, internet, and AI 

related job market, working is usually remote and online, 

which makes the employment of people from less 

developed regions outside the EU possible. Therefore, this 

labor market is dominantly unclear, not following labor 

 
20 GDPR 

laws in Europe, and is made up of contracts that are not 

permanent and impose harsh working conditions on the 

employees (Bird et al., 2020). AI facilitates the unfair 

distribution of power and profit, as it can act as a means to 

concentrate technological, economic, and political power in 

the hands of a few significant internet and technology 

giants, namely Google, Meta, Microsoft, Apple, Tesla, 

SpaceX, and Amazon. Through wielding this great power 

and influence, they can affect and even direct governments, 

lawmakers, social communities, and political parties. 

Financially they are capable of making heavy investments 

to increase their social and political influence, buy off new 

innovative ideas and startups, and create or direct public 

discourse, especially through social media that they own, to 

be in line with their interests (Nemitz, 2018). 

AI and technology developers should pay attention to 

safeguarding privacy, personal rights, and human dignity as 

they design their systems. AI can violate people’s privacy. 

Autonomous AI-based systems are equipped with sensors 

that collect information and data from their surrounding 

without the consent of the people in their vicinity. AI can be 

used to identify people, who like to remain unknown. 

Besides, with the help of AI, data and information that are 

inherently public and non-sensitive can be deduced and 

used to create sensitive information about people. There are 

valid concerns about people’s privacy being violated 

through their digital devices, like smartphones, that 

continuously listen and record their conversations and 

collect their data. Furthermore, data mining software 

combined with machine learning can help to discover the 

interests, habits, and political and social tendencies of 

people in a society. Implementing machine learning on big 

data can lead to discovering new patterns and extracting 

people's information (Article 19, 2018, Manikonda et al., 

2018, European Parliament, 2016). To address these 

concerns, the EU has passed the General Data Protection 

Regulation20. This regulation generally applies to data and 

pieces of information that are inherently personal and in 

many cases can not address the concerns and ethical issues 

regarding privacy that we face today (Bird et al., 2020). 

Artificial intelligence is used to make decisions based on 

collected information. These decisions have different 

consequences and sometimes significantly affect people's 

lives. Artificial intelligence systems alone are not capable 

of making ethical decisions and cannot independently 

evaluate and judge their decisions in terms of ethical 

standards and values. Therefore, it is necessary to consider 

the ethical requirements and integrate these considerations 

into the fabric of the AI system as they are being developed 

(Article 19, 2018, Hirsch-Kreinsen and Krokowski, 2023). 
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Additionally, according to Article 14 of the EU AI Act to 

keep the function, decisions, and assessments of AI systems 

in conformity with social values and people’s rights, there 

needs to be a human oversight function in place (European 

Commission, 2024). An example of a potentially harmful 

AI application is its use for surveillance and detection of 

troublesome people in society. The positive side of using AI 

in this regard is that it helps the police enforce the law, 

maintain security in society, and prevent crime. The 

negative side is that such application of AI can violate 

personal and fundamental rights of people. Besides, one 

poor or biased assessment by the AI can ruin someone’s 

background and destroy a natural person’s life. Therefore, 

to prevent bias and discrimination, the EU AI law in its 

article 5 categorizes the application of AI for social scoring 

and profiling to predict the probability of conducting a 

criminal offense as strictly prohibited. Furthermore, the use 

of AI systems by law enforcement according to Article 6 

and Annex III of the EU AI Act is categorized as high-risk 

and based on Article 13 and Article 26 of the EU AI Act 

must be subject to strict limitations, transparency and 

ongoing assessments by proper technicians and 

organizations (European Commission, 2024). 

Pre-requirement of liberty is privacy and one of the most 

fundamental rights in democratic societies is freedom of 

speech. These rights can be affected and violated by AI 

(Article 19, 2018, Bird et al., 2020). Artificial Intelligence 

is used to counter hate speech, fundamentalism, and 

misinformation campaigns. The automatic detection and 

elimination of such content that is assessed as illegitimate 

by the AI increases the threat of censorship of content that 

is basically OK, especially since this screening operation is 

managed by private contractors that can be easily influenced 

by governments and big enterprises. Apart from the unfair 

distribution of power, which was explained before in this 

article, AI can pose a threat to democracy via two other 

structural issues, which are data collection and monetization 

of these data by big enterprises and the fact that the reality 

of the world in which people live and interact with each 

other can be determined through algorithms and artificial 

intelligence. Through surveillance and assessment of 

people’s data and behavior online, their tendencies and 

interests can be discovered and used to create a profile for 

the relative user. These profiles and data will be sold to other 

enterprises to create personalized, and highly efficient 

commercials to target the relative people, who most 

probably will be subdued and purchase the product or 

services offered to them. This is called surveillance 

capitalism (Owen, 2018). This method can also be used to 

target a political message to the people most likely to be 

 
21 German federal government 

affected by it and spread fake news in a targeted manner 

among those, who most probably believe it. Additionally, 

algorithms determine what people see and with whom they 

interact based on their interests, as they are surfing the web 

or scrolling through their social media (Harambam et al., 

2018). In the age of AI, the internet, and technology this can 

shape the reality of people’s world. The determination of 

people’s interaction mostly with other likeminded people 

and framing the content they see and hear based on their 

interests and agreeableness of the content, which is made 

possible through AI and algorithms, traps people in a 

chamber of echo, which in turn intensifies the ideational 

polarization of the society that can endanger social 

solidarity and integrity. 

 

V. DISCUSSION 

Germany does not possess large technology corporations 

like the US or China and the amount of funding and support 

for AI development, research, and proliferation that can be 

provided in Germany from its government or private sector 

like technology companies is far less than what the 

Americans or Chinese can mobilize for this purpose (KI-

Observatorium). Unlike the US that can leverage the 

massive technical, infrastructural, and financial potential of 

its technology companies including Alphabet, Amazon, 

Apple, Meta, and Microsoft, or China that not only 

leverages its most prominent technology firms like Baidu, 

Alibaba, Tencent, and Xiaomi but also benefits from the full 

and coherent support of Chinese government, the Germans 

have to rely on other assets to push AI development forward 

and stay in the global competition. Germany’s assets are on 

the one hand its robust industrial and economic power and 

on the other hand its prominent academic centers and 

universities. Besides, unlike the US, China, and other 

competitors in the field of technology and AI, Germany is a 

part of a larger community of countries that more or less 

share its values, goals, and interests. This community is the 

European Union and its member states share a common 

understanding that they need to act collectively and 

coherently in various fields including AI, if they wish to 

make progress and benefits and stay in the international 

competition.  

We can confidently claim that Germany is an international 

actor in the field of AI. Germany’s approach to mitigate and 

solve the problems and challenges that hinder its progress 

in the AI arena is to offer a combination of national and 

European measures. On the national level, we see that 

Germany resorts widely to the capacities of the 

Bundesregierung21 by mobilizing federal ministries and 
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offering funds and support for non-governmental actors and 

SMEs to expand their technological and AI competencies. 

The government also encourages private enterprises to 

invest their money and facilities into research efforts to 

benefit from the results of the research in the form of new 

innovative approaches or cutting-edge technologies in their 

businesses later. Most notably Germany uses these 

capacities and potentials to address challenges that hinder 

the integration of AI in society and economy and also 

address the matters related to data and infrastructure. 

Considering that Europe, Germany included, compared to 

the US and China is underdeveloped in terms of 

investments, technology, and technological infrastructure, 

Germans took a more communal approach to develop and 

maintain a globally competitive and significant AI 

ecosystem at a European level. Germany hosts centers like 

DFKI and Cyber Valley and also has more sophisticated 

academic centers and a stronger and richer economy. 

Therefore, in this communal effort, Germany assumes the 

leadership role and with the cooperation of France pushes 

Europe’s progress in AI forward. In legal and political 

matters regarding AI, Germany’s approach is again 

communal at a European level. Yet this time instead of 

leading the effort, Germany has a more susceptive tendency 

and regulates its effort based on European regulations like 

GDPR and EU AI Law. Through this approach, Germany 

will be able to assert its influence and values globally 

through the European Union. The social effects of AI are 

more or less similar globally. Although the efforts of 

Germany to mollify AI’s harmful social side effects and 

harvest its benefits for society take place in a European 

communal setting, they are applicable in other countries as 

well. 

 

VI. CONCLUSION 

In this research we have investigated the official documents 

and websites in Germany and Europe, using the archival 

research method, to find out about the challenges and 

problems that hindered Germany’s progress in the field of 

AI and realize how the German government is addressing 

these problems and challenges to push Germany’s progress 

in the field of AI forward. According to our findings, 

Germany’s efforts in AI development can be categorized 

into four trends. These trends are as follows: 

1. Integration of AI in society and economy 

2. Building and maintaining AI ecosystem 

3. Strengthening the country in terms of 

infrastructure and data 

4. Research and development, which constitutes the 

essence and backbone of all the other trends.  

To drive its efforts forward in each trend, Germany should 

overcome the respective challenges. Furthermore, due to the 

novelty of the subject of AI and its fast-developing nature, 

AI has posed some challenges and issues on legal, political, 

and social levels that need to be addressed quickly and 

swiftly, so that it wouldn’t jeopardize society, value 

structure and way of life, and humanity in general. An 

overview of some of these challenges as reflected by the 

German and European official documents and their 

respective solutions is presented in the Table.1.s 

Table 1: An overview of the problems and solutions regarding AI and its development in Germany 

domains Problem Solution 

In
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c
o

n
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m
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 Mediocre economic performance globally 

concerning AI technology 

• Mobilization of the Facilities and capabilities of the 

federal ministries and making them integrate AI in their 

fields of action and duties 

• Supporting research and monitoring efforts in the field 

of AI by the government 

• Encouraging the private sector to invest their money and 

facilities in research efforts and then integrate and apply 

the results into their field of work. 

Transferring AI research results to economic and 

industrial sectors 

Systematic and human-centered integration of AI 

in society and businesses 

B
u
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d
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th
e 

A
I 
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o
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Lagging behind in the development of AI models • The foundation of Cyber Valley in Germany and 

increasing the support offered to it. Cyber Valley is the 

largest European research consortium in AI and a key 

component in Europe’s international competition over 

AI against the US and China. 

• Creating a network of six progressive national AI 

competence centers in Germany including DFKI, 

BIFOLF, MCML, The Lamarr Institute for Machine 

Learning and Artificial Intelligence, SCADS.AI, and 

TÜAI 

Lower quality of data and technology standards in 

Germany than international counterparts 

Germany is at risk of becoming a dependent user 

of AI products, services, and infrastructures of 

foreign origin 

Lacking enough computational capacity and 

infrastructure for AI purposes in Germany 
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Legal barriers and limitations in Germany for 

collecting and storing the data necessary for AI 

research 

• Prioritizing research efforts over other values and 

limitations and passing the Research Data Act in 

Germany to make it official 

• Proposing and executing the initiative called Big AI 

Models for Germany by the federal AI association to 

create high-performance data centers and provide 

consultation 

Infrastructural barriers regarding data 

accessibility and use for AI developers in 

Germany 

L
eg

a
l 

a
n

d
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o
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l 

m
a
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Lack of governance and dominance regarding AI 

infrastructure and data in Europe 

• Referring to European ethical guidelines and values to 

make policies in the field of AI and protecting the 

Europeans by stopping unclear and discriminatory 

effects of AI 

• Resorting to a value-based and human-centric approach 

in creating laws and regulations and influencing AI laws 

and regulations globally through the Brussels Effect. 

The threat of becoming dependent on Chinese and 

American products and being forced to abide by 

their regulation and terms, which may contradict 

the German and European ones 

S
o

ci
a

l 
m

a
tt

er
s 

Personal rights, freedom, and liberty of people 

being undermined through the application of AI 

• More investment by the public and private sector in 

Germany on establishing and expanding AI research 

capacities to identify positive and negative aspects of AI 

and address them by creating more sophisticated 

education and training means and measures. 

• Using the surplus profit created through automatization 

and application of AI to create new job opportunities and 

increase job security for employees 

• Integrate values such as respect for privacy, personal 

rights, and human dignity into the design of the AI 

systems 

• Apply legislative means such as GDPR and EU AI Law 

to safeguard privacy and other values 

• Devise more legislation to protect democracy and ensure 

social equality and fairer distribution of power and profit 

Increase in social inequality 

Unfair distribution of power and profit through AI 

application 

Social profiling and violation of privacy 

Undermining democracy and violation of freedom 

of speech 
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Abstract 

Even though federal government of U.S play the primary role in managing the nations various systems such as fiscal policy, 

healthcare, defense and welfare, the existence of different political ideologies plays a part in national and international 

stability1 , in sense that each ideology strategy in managing economic issues reach a different conclusion, proved by the 

numerous economical tragedies such as the greater recession , implements the bases of each ideologies perspective on 

government's role in reducing economic inequality, addressing job displacement due to technological change, and striking a 

balance between free market principles and government intervention during economic crises.1 To discuss the economical view 

of each side, one must fully understand in clarity the differences between two ideologies, in simplest form liberalism is 

described by the government's sole responsibly in preserving freedom protections its citizens individual liberty while also 

minimizing  its intervention in its citizens lives, on the other hand, conservatism allows the government vast influence thus to 

conserve the established norms and institutions such as the cultural and religious traditions of its nation. While this is nearly 

the correct definition of what each ideology stands for, such political movements do tend to abuse power through the 

ideological privileges they stand for. Furthermore, the existence of the federal government is crucial in interfering with 

conservative or liberal administrations when their policies threaten economic stability. Federal governments’ regulatory 

agencies such as federal reserves and the Environmental protection agencies exist to act as checks on extreme economic 

policies. Under a conservative administration that Favors deregulation and reduced taxes, the federal government may 

intervene to prevent excessive corporate power or environmental harm that could arise from such policies.2  Conversely, in a 

liberal administration pushing for expansive social programs or aggressive tax hikes, the federal government’s budgetary and 

constitutional frameworks can limit excessive spending or prevent overreach that may stifle economic growth. 3  Thus, 

regardless of the political ideology in power, the federal government ensures a balanced approach to economic management 

by safeguarding essential public interests while keeping national economic stability.  

Keywords— Think Tanks, U.S Foreign Policy, U.S domestic policy, Finance Management, Economy  
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3 https://www.pewresearch.org/politics/2017/10/24/5-views-of-the-economy-and-the-social-safety-net/ 

https://dx.doi.org/10.22161/jhed.6.5.12
https://theshillonga.com/index.php/jhed
mailto:ellagh@amu.edu.pl
https://orcid.org/0009-0001-9238-056X
mailto:Niafamo­_aeh@students.vizja.pl
https://orcid.org/0009-0001-9695-1833
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-8669-4685
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://blogs.stthom.edu/cameron/conservatives-vs-liberals-the-economic-debate/
https://doi.org/10.1596/978-1-4648-0057-3


Dehnavi et al.                                                                                              Journal of Humanities and Education Development (JHED) 

J. Humanities Educ. Dev.- 6(5)-202 

https://theshillonga.com/index.php/jhed                                                                                                                                Page | 83  

I. INTRODUCTION 

Economic power, as one of the components of power for 

governance and society, in addition to internal 

strengthening, also causes authority and influence in the 

international arena. Perhaps, ahead of military and political 

power, the economic power of the United States of America 

can be considered as the main component of this country's 

power in creating a hegemonic order at the international 

level.  At the same time, the observation of facts such as 

widespread poverty, class gap and income inequality, etc., 

creates doubts in the foundation of this country's economic 

power.  The indicators of economic measurement are very 

diverse and numerous, but the indicators can be expressed 

in three general categories. These three categories include 

macro indicators, livelihood indicators and economic 

satisfaction indicators. 

A detailed assessment of the economic situation of the 

American society and the explanation of the economic 

power of the United States of America is realized by 

providing statistics, the economic realities of the United 

States in all three groups of calculation, livelihood and 

economic satisfaction indicators. It is after a comprehensive 

review of these indicators that the statement of America as 

the most powerful world economy can be validated.  In the 

meantime, US think tanks can play a useful role in choosing 

efficient economic strategies. The purpose of this study is 

to investigate the influence of the role of think tanks in the 

United States in adopting efficient economic strategies. 

 

II. LITERATURE REVIEW 

So far, many studies have been conducted on the strategies 

and policies of the United States in various fields, and in 

this section, the most important ones are introduced and 

analyzed. 

In one of the studies conducted in this field, the redefinition 

of US foreign policy through US immigration, security and 

diplomacy in the Trump era has been discussed. In this 

regard, topics such as terrorism, immigration and 

international relations in relation to hostile countries have 

been examined. The results of this survey have shown that 

the aforementioned policies have been implemented in the 

form of the so-called "Jackson" policy by the Trump 

 
4  Dehnavi, E. A. (2024). The Trump Doctrine: Redefining US 

Foreign Policy through Immigration, Security, and 

Diplomacy. International Journal of Humanities and Education 

Development (IJHED), 6(5), 26-28. 
5 Dehnavi, E. A. (2024). An Analytical Examination of Iran-USA 

Relations Post-Islamic Revolution: Extended Scientific 

Review. International Journal of Humanities and Education 

Development (IJHED), 6(5), 23-25. 

administration, as well as various types of containment 

policies, regarding the foreign policy of the United States.4 

However, in this study, the economic policies and strategies 

of the United States have not been considered. In addition, 

the role of think tanks in the formation of these policies has 

not been investigated. 

In another study, the relations between the United States and 

Iran after the Islamic Revolution have been analyzed. In this 

regard, the historical, ideological and geopolitical 

characteristics of the relations between the two countries 

have been examined. The relations between the two 

countries have been analyzed based on the analysis of the 

chaotic situation of international and domestic policies.5 

Although the development of relations between the two 

countries and the role of the United States in the Iran-Iraq 

war have been analyzed, the role of think tanks in adopting 

the policies of this country has not been evaluated in this 

study. 

The strategy based on the use of proxy forces in regional 

wars has been proposed as one of the important strategies 

by think tanks, the purpose of which is to create deterrence. 

Accordingly, Iran exerts influence on these territories by 

strategically deploying armed groups throughout Iraq, Syria, 

Lebanon and Yemen. The results of this study have shown 

that the adoption of this style in Iran's political structure is 

not only to maintain security, but to confront the 

implementation of American policies in the Middle East 

region and to curb the power of this country has also been 

considered by think tanks.6 Despite the study of the role of 

think tanks in policy-making, their influence on economic 

policies has not been studied. 

The role of think tanks in the exceptionalism of the United 

States in the foreign policy of this country is studied based 

on the literary work Adventures of Two Captains' Trilogy. 

The results of this study have shown that this literary work 

can help in the correct understanding of global policies. 

Also, global think tanks work regularly with a dynamic 

policy mechanism and help to adopt optimal strategies to 

improve the international relations of the United States.7 

However, in this study, only the influence of the role of 

think tanks in international relations and the strategies used 

in this field has been discussed, and the economic aspects 

have not been examined. Some studies have also examined 

6 Dehnavi, E. A., & Safavipour, A. (2024). Decoding Iran’s Proxy 

Strategy: Determent or Destabilization? A Review and Scientific 

Commentary. International Journal of Humanities and Education 

Development (IJHED), 6(5), 1-6. 
7 Dehnavi, E. A., & Fiedler, R. (2024). Adventures of Two Captains’ 

Trilogy and US Exceptionalism in their Foreign Policy: 

Manifestation of Think Tanks in a literary work. 
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the strategies and options of the United States regarding 

interaction with Iran in the future. The logic of the US 

policy towards Iran includes things such as gradually 

weakening Iran, preventing the increase of national 

financial resources, banning foreign investment, postponing 

national development, intensifying inefficiencies, etc. In 

addition, the challenges related to the geopolitical landscape 

of the Middle East and the issues related to Iran with the 

involvement of Russia and China, as well as the challenges 

related to the proxy war have been examined from the 

perspective of think tanks. The results have shown that think 

tanks are able to provide effective policies and strategies 

regarding the interaction of the United States with other 

countries, including Iran.8  

In the second volume of the book Styles in American 

Politics, the role of conservative think tanks and their 

foreign policy has been investigated. In this regard, using 

the method of narrative analysis, the existential philosophy 

of American think tanks has been examined. Also, a general 

analysis about the role of conservative think tanks in 

shaping the foreign policy of the United States is presented. 

In addition, the most influential conservative think tanks in 

the political history of the United States have been 

identified.9  

Think tanks have also presented strategies for examining the 

challenges of Mexican immigrants entering the United 

States. In this regard, a descriptive-analytical study based 

on the library method has been conducted. The results show 

that Mexican immigrants have a favorable view of 

American soil due to incompatibility with Anglo-Saxon 

culture. Reluctance to learn English and speak Spanish and 

sense of identity has created a cultural and identity divide in 

America. Therefore, according to these think tanks, the 

number of Mexican immigrants in the United States should 

be gradually reduced.10 However, these think tanks have not 

investigated the economic effects of the presence of these 

immigrants in the United States. 

The most important changes and indicators of Trump's new 

immigration policy program, which are derived from the 

experiences and opinions of US think tanks, have been 

analyzed. In this regard, a descriptive-analytical research 

has been conducted. The results show that Trump's 

 
8 Fiedler, R., & Dehnavi, E. A. (2024). Navigating Engagement with 

Iran: Exploring US Strategies and Options: A Futuristic Scenario 

and Review. 
9 Fiedler, R. A., & Dehnavi, E. A. (2024). The Styles in the American 

Politics Volume II, Conservative Think tanks and their Foreign 

Policy: A Booklet. ResearchGate . 
10 Ali, A., Ellias, D. A., & Mobin, K. (2020). Mexican immigrants 

challenges for American Identity. Journal of Critical Reviews, 7(6), 

945-950. 

immigration policies are adopted very hastily and according 

to the effects of the US electoral climate and are mainly 

political and discriminatory. This plan was met with 

domestic and international reactions as well as legal 

challenges, one of which is its contradiction with the 

approvals of the Congress, which prohibits any racial 

discrimination in immigration to the United States. 

Gradually and with the intervention of think tanks, Trump's 

immigration plan was formulated in accordance with the US 

policy, which emphasizes indicators such as competence 

and adaptability of the workforce. This shows the important 

role of US think tanks in providing efficient strategies to 

solve existing challenges.11  

The book, from containment to Americanism, examines the 

national security strategies of the presidents of the United 

States of America after World War II. In this regard, a 

descriptive analytical study based on interviews and library 

sources has been conducted. Research has shown that each 

American president had a national strategy in the post-

World War II era, and in the post-World War II era, the US 

national security strategy has always had a global 

approach.12 Although the strategies of the United States in 

the field of national security have been examined in this 

study, the role of think tanks in adopting these strategies has 

not been considered. 

The future study of basic problems in the course of Iran-US 

negotiations and the role of think tanks in this area have also 

been examined. The most important factors causing 

problems in the mentioned path include the non-

proliferation lobby, the human rights lobby, the financial 

affairs lobby, the regional and global lobby, the set of Israeli 

lobbies, etc. Based on this, scenarios such as negotiations or 

a weak agreement (regardless of the JCPOA) and revival of 

the JCPOA in its  

current form or a stronger and longer agreement have been 

examined.13  

The principles and positions of American foreign policy 

against terrorism and the role of think tanks in these policies 

have been examined. The research method is descriptive-

analytical. The method of collecting information is library. 

The data collection tool is taking notes. The data analysis 

11  Ellias, D, Daheshiar, H. (2020). Changes and indicators of 

trump's new immigration policy plan, Journal of Economics and 

Administrative Sciences, 1- 10. 
12  Dehnavi, E., Alizadeh Jamal, Mohammad, (2020). From 

Containment to Americanism, TRD Gmbh. 
13 Dehnavi, E. A., & Adami, A. (2022). Futuristic research of basic 

problems in the way of negotiations between Iran and the United 

States: 10.2478/bjlp-2022-002064. Baltic Journal of Law & 

Politics, 15(3), 888-899. 
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method is qualitative. The results have shown that terrorism 

has always been used as a tool to advance American foreign 

policy. American foreign policy has been able to fill the 

vacuum of American foreign policy that was created by the 

end of the Cold War with the fight against terrorism. This 

country at least uses the concept of terrorism to label its 

opponents and actually supports terrorist groups to advance 

its interests. This strategy can be considered as one of the 

biggest effects of the intervention of this country's think 

tanks in the American foreign policy.14  

The policies and strategies of governments in different 

fields are a function of individual variables, government 

variables, social factors and environmental variables. 15 

Therefore, the think tanks also present their policies to the 

governments by considering the mentioned cases in such a 

way that they can have the highest level of effectiveness. 

As can be seen, in all the studies conducted around the 

adoption of effective strategies and policies by countries or 

the role of think tanks, it has not been considered. If 

considering the influence of think tanks in these policies, 

only areas such as foreign policy, international relations and 

immigration policies have been considered. Therefore, the 

role of these think tanks in determining efficient economic 

strategies has not been studied. Therefore, the purpose of 

this study is to investigate the influence of US think tanks 

in providing economic strategies. 

Income Inequality and Wealth Distribution  

Slower than expected economic growth, unfavorable 

economic indicators such as inflation, lack of economic 

diversity and inequality of income and distribution of 

wealth are among the most important economic problems, 

which has made the need to provide efficient strategies in 

this area even more necessary.16  

17Conservatives support policies that encourage individual 

success, under the belief that these measures will lead to 

wealth creation that eventually helps all levels of society—

a concept known as "trickle-down economics". In contrast, 

liberals often advocate for progressive taxation and robust 

social programs as tools to address and reduce income 

 
14  Dehnavi, E. A., & Tabatabaei, S. M. (2021). Principles and 

positions of US foreign policy against terrorism. EFFLATOUNIA-

Multidisciplinary Journal, 5(2). 
15  Dehnavi, E., Zargarbashi, S. R., (2020). Factors affecting 

Canada's Foreign Policy, Conference: BASIC AND APPLIED 

RESEARCHES IN the MODERN WORLDAt: St. Petersburg, 1-7. 
16 Dehnavi, E. A., & Nourmohammadi, M. (2023). Factors of the 

prevalence of authoritarianism and the push on democratization 

in the Middle East. 
17 https://www.investopedia.com/terms/i/income-

inequality.asp 

disparities. They believe these policies can lead to fairer 

distribution of wealth.17 

Capital-Driven Growth vs. Demand-Driven Stimulus  

The main growth driver for conservatives is nothing but 

capital, and capital is the factor that is controlled by wealthy 

industry leaders. In addition, the conservatives point to the 

slowdown in business planning and criticize it because of 

frequent changes in economic policies and regulations. 

These people argue that regulation should be reduced in 

order to increase competition, but the important point is that 

this may lead to higher monopoly risk and lower returns, 

which conservatives ignore. Because if it is like this, instead 

of expanding or competing, businesses will focus on 

maximizing their profits, which will definitely not have 

good consequences.1 In this regard, there are policies that 

are often used with appropriate purposes, but are ultimately 

considered incorrect because they may lead to long-term 

negative effects afterward. Such policies include increasing 

home ownership, setting minimum wages, and 

implementing loose monetary policies.1 

Liberals, on the other hand, argue that the main driver of 

economy is demand and not the capital. They emphasize the 

importance of empowering middle- and lower-income 

earners to stimulate growth. Furthermore, they believe that 

to keep a competitive and fair market, sophisticated 

regulations should be implemented to avoid the emergence 

of monopolies.1 They argue that private sector activities, 

including leverage and speculation are more prone to cause 

recurring booms and busts, causing government bailouts 

and stabilization policies.1 

Social safety nets vs welfare programs  

18The debate over social safety nets and welfare programs 

revolves around differing views on government 

involvement in supporting individuals in need. 

Conservatives generally advocate for a limited welfare state 

to promote personal responsibility. They argue that 

extensive welfare programs can create dependency and 

reduce incentives for self-reliance. Conversely, liberals tend 

to support more comprehensive social safety nets, including 

https://fee.org/articles/the-new-trickle-down-theory-of-

economics/ 
18 https://www.brookings.edu/articles/the-state-of-the-social-

safety-net-in-the-post-welfare-reform-era-with-comments-and-

discussion/ 

 

https://www.pewresearch.org/politics/2017/10/24/5-views-of-

the-economy-and-the-social-safety-net/ 

 

 

https://theshillonga.com/index.php/jhed
https://www.investopedia.com/terms/i/income-inequality.asp
https://www.investopedia.com/terms/i/income-inequality.asp
https://fee.org/articles/the-new-trickle-down-theory-of-economics/
https://fee.org/articles/the-new-trickle-down-theory-of-economics/
https://www.brookings.edu/articles/the-state-of-the-social-safety-net-in-the-post-welfare-reform-era-with-comments-and-discussion/
https://www.brookings.edu/articles/the-state-of-the-social-safety-net-in-the-post-welfare-reform-era-with-comments-and-discussion/
https://www.brookings.edu/articles/the-state-of-the-social-safety-net-in-the-post-welfare-reform-era-with-comments-and-discussion/
https://www.pewresearch.org/politics/2017/10/24/5-views-of-the-economy-and-the-social-safety-net/
https://www.pewresearch.org/politics/2017/10/24/5-views-of-the-economy-and-the-social-safety-net/


Dehnavi et al.                                                                                              Journal of Humanities and Education Development (JHED) 

J. Humanities Educ. Dev.- 6(5)-202 

https://theshillonga.com/index.php/jhed                                                                                                                                Page | 86  

unemployment benefits, healthcare, and housing aid. They 

believe such programs are essential for providing a safety 

net for vulnerable populations, reducing poverty, and 

addressing social inequality.18  

Rules vs. Flexibility  

19 Conservatives prefer automatic policy rules over 

discretionary actions, as their support for this action could 

be tied to their belief in supply-side economics, The idea 

from the Laffer curve theory that tax cuts for the wealthy 

will stimulate growth aligns with their preference for 

predictable and consistent policies like fixed money supply 

growth rates and balanced budgets. However, supply-side 

economics has faced criticism for not always producing the 

intended results.19  

1Contrarily, Liberals believe that modern economies are 

susceptible to various shocks—such as wars, technological 

advances, and commodity price fluctuations—requiring 

flexible and responsive policy measures rather than rigid 

rules.1 They argue that automatic rules cannot account for 

situations like markets that naturally lack competition.  

Economic Stabilization Tools  

20  Conservatives believe that a factor such as monetary 

policy is a precise tool for managing inflation and 

supporting economic growth, and they state their reason as 

such that this factor is controlled by central banks that use 

tools such as interest rates and money supply control. In 

addition, these people state that due to the decisions made 

in government spending and taxes, fiscal policies are a 

factor in which most of the abuse is raised.20 1 In this regard, 

conservatives note that the factor that can increase the 

budget deficit and national debt is nothing but financial 

interventions as this will eventually lead to the loss of 

private investments. In this regard, it is important to refer to 

the liberals because their argument is that monetary policy 

is insufficient to manage the sudden decrease in aggregate 

demand. They argue that lower interest rates during a 

downturn may not be effective if borrowers are reluctant to 

incur more debt. Liberals support boosting public spending 

on infrastructure, education, and unemployment benefits to 

stimulate demand and aid recovery.1 

Inflation  

21 Inflation, from the conservative point of view, is due to 

the existence of too much money in the economy compared 

 
19 

https://www.investopedia.com/terms/l/laffercurve.asp#:~:text=

The%20Laffer%20curve%20shows%20the,disincentivizes%20wo

rkers%20from%20earning%20wages. 

https://www.americanprogress.org/article/the-failure-of-

supply-side-economics/ 

to the number of goods available. In this regard, it has been 

stated that expansionary monetary policies will cause 

inflationary pressure, especially when the central bank has 

injected more money into the economy in order to deal with 

the economic recession in order to stimulate economic 

growth. But conservatives argue that such a thing can have 

the opposite effect because of facing increase in prices and 

reduction of buying power. In this regard, liberals believe 

that the mentioned case is not the only result of excessive 

monetary expansion and state that inflation is often caused 

by the increase in production costs rather than the excessive 

abundance of money. In addition, regarding the issue that 

an increase in money supply does not necessarily lead to 

high inflation, there are historical examples that support this 

view.21 

It is worth noting that an important factor that plays a 

fundamental role in shaping public policy debates, 

providing research and influencing laws is the participation 

of US think tanks in economic policy making. The 

mentioned think tanks are generally classified into two 

ideological groups involving conservative and liberal. 

However, it should be noted that their impact is different 

based on the supported economic principles and their 

proximity to government decision makers and the public 

discourse they create is not the same. 

Here’s a general breakdown of the comparison between 

conservative and liberal think tanks in U.S. economic 

policymaking: 

Key Conservative Think Tanks: 

1. Heritage Foundation 

2. American Enterprise Institute (AEI) 

3. Cato Institute 

4. Hoover Institution 

Key Liberal Think Tanks: 

1. Brookings Institution 

2. Center for American Progress (CAP) 

3. Economic Policy Institute (EPI) 

4. Roosevelt Institute 

Focus of Conservative Think Tanks: 

• Tax Policy: Conservative think tanks generally 

advocate for lower taxes, often supporting tax cuts 

20 https://www.investopedia.com/ask/answers/100314/whats-

difference-between-monetary-policy-and-fiscal-policy.asp 
21https://www.investopedia.com/terms/i/inflation.asp 

https://blogs.stthom.edu/cameron/conservatives-vs-liberals-

the-economic-debate/ 
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for corporations and higher-income individuals 

with the argument that this stimulates economic 

growth. 

• Regulation: There is typically a strong push for 

deregulation, including relaxing environmental, 

financial, and labor market rules, as a way to foster 

business investment. 

• Spending Cuts: They often support reducing 

federal spending, particularly on social welfare 

programs, with a focus on reducing the deficit. 

• Free Market Solutions: Advocating for policies 

that reduce government intervention in the 

economy and promote free-market capitalism. 

Focus of Liberal Think Tanks: 

• Tax Policy: Liberal think tanks generally advocate 

for more progressive taxation, aiming to increase 

taxes on higher earners and corporations to reduce 

income inequality and fund social programs. 

• Government Spending: They often support 

expanded government spending on social programs, 

healthcare, education, and infrastructure, arguing 

that these investments promote long-term economic 

growth and reduce inequality. 

• Regulation: There is typically an emphasis on more 

stringent regulation, particularly concerning 

environmental policy, labor protections, and 

corporate governance, aimed at promoting 

sustainability and fairness. 

• Social Equity: Liberal think tanks often focus on 

addressing economic inequality, arguing for policies 

that redistribute wealth and provide greater economic 

opportunities for marginalized groups. 

 

III. COMPARISON ANALYSIS 

It is considerable that, presenting a framework for the 

domestic economic strategies of the United States is 

something in which think tanks play a significant and 

fundamental role. These think tanks wield their influence 

through research, publications, and recommendations 

aimed at policymakers, legislators, and the general public 

across various sectors related to the economy. These issues 

include tax policies, healthcare reforms, welfare programs, 

and labor market policies. 

Prominent think tanks are important in this regard because 

they provide insights that lead to the determination of 

government decisions as well as long-term strategies in the 

field of sustainable economic growth. For example, we can 

refer to important think tanks such as Brookings Institution, 

Heritage Foundation, and American Enterprise Institute. 

The pie chart provides appropriate information in this field 

and shows the distribution of think tank concentration in 

different areas of US economic policy, which is considered 

important in all areas: 

 

Figure I: 

 

The bar chart below provides a comparative analysis of how various think tanks influence specific U.S. domestic economic 

policies: 

Figure II: 
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1. Tax Policy: 

o Conservative think tanks argue for a supply-side 

approach, where tax cuts, particularly for the 

wealthy and corporations, are seen as a way to 

promote growth. 

o Liberal think tanks promote a demand-side 

approach, emphasizing higher taxes on the wealthy 

to fund social programs and reduce inequality. 

2. Economic Regulation: 

o Conservative institutions tend to view regulation 

as a barrier to business and advocate for its 

reduction. 

o Liberal think tanks support regulation to address 

social inequities, promote environmental 

sustainability, and protect consumers. 

3. Government Role in the Economy: 

o Conservative think tanks advocate for a smaller 

government footprint, believing the private sector 

can deliver more efficient outcomes. 

o Liberal think tanks argue for a more active 

government role in managing the economy, 

particularly to address market failures and 

inequities. 

4. Influence: 

o Conservative think tanks like the Heritage 

Foundation have played key roles in shaping 

Republican economic policy, particularly during 

the Reagan era and under Trump. 

o Liberal think tanks such as the Center for 

American Progress have been influential in 

shaping Democratic policy agendas, particularly 

under the Obama and Biden administrations. 

 

Influence of Think Tanks in Policymaking: 

In order to get a comprehensive understanding of the 

undeniable role of think tanks in shaping the domestic 

economic policies of the United States, several political 

theories can be mentioned in this field. It should be noted 

that each of these theories presents a different perspective 

on how these institutions influence the decision-making 

process in important and vital fields. In the following, some 

political theories are mentioned which are related to the 

essential role of think tanks in shaping the economic policy 

and help to describe this issue: 

1. Elite Theory 

What is proposed in the theory of elites is that a small group 

of elites, which includes individuals and institutions, have 

the most power and influence considering public policy. 

These elite actors in the political system are the same think 

tanks that are often financed and supported by wealthy 

individuals, corporations and foundations which depend on 

these institutions to exert their influence. These institutions 

provide content that is aligned with the interests of political 

and economic elites. Content including research, reports 

and policy recommendations. Think tanks often play their 

role in the domestic economic policy framework of the 

United States in a way that favors corporate elites or 

wealthy individuals, often benefiting from tax reform, 

deregulation, and economic policies in this direction. 

Application to Think Tanks: 

• Think tanks like the Heritage Foundation and 

American Enterprise Institute are influential in 

promoting pro-business policies. 

• Their research and advocacy efforts can shape 

economic policies like tax cuts, deregulation, and 

labor laws in ways that align with the preferences 

of elites. 
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2. Pluralism 

Pluralism perceives politics as a struggle between various 

groups of interests and the distribution of power among 

numerous organizations. This view holds that think tanks 

are just one of many interest groups that influence the 

debate of public policy.  Within the framework of pluralistic 

activities, think tanks can influence economic policies, but 

in order to do so, they must provide research that serves 

different ideological or interest-based positions. They 

compete with other actors such as lobbyists, media, and 

political parties to shape public policy.  

Application to Think Tanks: 

• Think tanks such as Brookings Institution or 

Urban Institute represent different ideological 

perspectives on economic issues. 

• They engage in the marketplace of ideas, providing 

policymakers with competing viewpoints on tax 

reform, healthcare policy, and labor regulations. 

3. Bureaucratic Politics Model 

In another political model called the bureaucratic policy 

model, the results of competitive processes, negotiations 

and compromises between different bureaucratic actors are 

considered to be the results of politics. In this context, think 

tanks play a vital role by providing specialized knowledge 

and shaping the preferences of various government agencies. 

However, it is important to note that these think tanks are 

outside the government, but they will have their impact. 

Policymakers within bureaucracies often rely on think tanks 

to justify decisions or provide alternative perspectives that 

align with their department's goals. 

Application to Think Tanks: 

• There are numerous examples of think tank research 

being used by government officials to support their 

preferred economic policies. In other words, in the 

direction of preferential interests, we can point to the 

example that a sector focused on economic growth may 

rely on think tanks that defend deregulation or free 

market principles. 

• Think tanks can also have an impact on government 

bureaucrats' agenda regarding economic policy, 

particularly while it comes to developing long-term 

plans for social welfare and economic regulation. 

4. Groupthink 

Another theorist named Irving Janis proposed a theory 

called groupthink theory and through it showed that 

decision making in interconnected groups can lead to the 

adaptation of ideas. Furthermore, it has been argued that this 

potentially stifles alternative views. Think tanks, especially 

those ideologically aligned with specific administrations or 

political parties, can fall into a form of groupthink by 

promoting a unified set of policy recommendations. This is 

especially evident when think tanks have direct access to 

policymakers and influence discussions without sufficient 

external critique. 

Application to Think Tanks: 

• Conservative think tanks may consistently produce 

research that aligns with Republican economic 

strategies, while liberal think tanks might do the 

same for Democratic policies. 

• Groupthink within think tanks can limit innovative 

solutions or a broader range of economic policy 

options if alternative viewpoints are not 

adequately considered. 

5. Neoclassical Realism 

The factor that leads to combining the insights of structural 

realism with domestic-level variables is nothing other than 

neoclassical realism, and in this context, it demonstrates 

that both external constraints and internal factors are also 

influential in shaping foreign and domestic policy decisions. 

Although this theory is primarily employed in the 

framework of foreign relations, it can also be used to 

explain how domestic politics—including the influence of 

think tanks—might affect U.S. economic policies. In this 

framework, think tanks play a critical role in defining the 

domestic interests that influence national policy, including 

economic strategies. 

Application to Think Tanks: 

• Think tanks provide the domestic-level analysis 

needed to navigate international economic issues, 

such as trade policies, which are influenced by 

both global market structures and domestic 

economic priorities. 

• They help mediate between external economic 

pressures (such as globalization) and internal 

political considerations (such as job creation and 

tax policies). 

6. Constructivism 

Another theory has been proposed that emphasizes the 

importance of ideas, beliefs and norms in shaping political 

behavior and results. This theory is called constructivism 

theory. In this regard, think tanks are mentioned as 

important players who play a significant role in building 

narratives and guiding norms of economic policy. These 

people have played a significant role in the process of 

forming public understanding of economic issues and draw 

a clear framework in the field of discussion around tax 

reforms, health care, and welfare. Therefore, in this way, 
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they influence what is considered "acceptable" or 

"desirable" economic policy in this regard. 

Application to Think Tanks: 

• Think tanks construct and disseminate ideational 

frameworks for economic policies, such as the idea 

that "free markets lead to prosperity" or that 

"government intervention is necessary for social 

equity." 

• Organizations like the Cato Institute promote 

libertarian ideals, influencing economic debates on 

minimal government intervention in markets, 

while institutions like the Economic Policy 

Institute advocate for policies rooted in fairness 

and labor rights. 

7. Two-Level Game Theory 

The well-known theoretician named Robert Putnam also 

introduced Two-Level Game Theory, according to which 

political leaders should balance two important factors, 

domestic and international considerations, when making 

political decisions. Think tanks influence the domestic level 

by shaping public opinion and providing policy 

recommendations that align with domestic political needs, 

which then inform international economic strategies. 

Application to Think Tanks: 

• Think tanks help bridge the domestic and 

international realms by offering strategies that 

balance U.S. economic policies with global 

economic challenges like trade agreements, tariffs, 

or international financial regulations. 

• Their research on domestic economic concerns 

often influences how the U.S. negotiates and 

engages in global economic policymaking. 

8. Policy Network Theory 

The interdependence of different actors in the policy-

making process, such as think tanks, governmental agencies, 

and private sector groups, is highlighted by policy network 

theory. Think tanks are part of complex policy networks 

where they interact with legislators, lobbyists, government 

officials, and industry experts to shape economic policy 

outcomes. 

Application to Think Tanks: 

• Think tanks exert their influence on U.S. domestic 

economic policy by being parts of broader political 

networks and coalitions. In addition, the influence 

on the formulation of economic strategies is done 

through reports, discussion and their cooperation 

with other influential institutions. 

• For instance, there are two institutions, named the 

Council on Foreign Relations and Center for 

American Progress, which cooperate with 

policymakers so that they can match and align 

domestic economic policy with broader strategic 

goals in order to exert better influence. 

Overall, it is possible to characterize the function of think 

tanks in offering a framework for US domestic economic 

policies, which is highly significant when taking into 

account all political issues, by looking at a number of 

political theories, including elite theory, pluralism, 

neoclassical realism, and policy networks. These 

institutions contribute to the framing of economic debates, 

provide intellectual justifications for various vital policies, 

and often employs its intermediary role between political 

elites, government officials, and the public. Their influence 

is particularly evident in areas like tax reform, labor market 

regulation, and social welfare, where their research is 

regarded as a key factor to shape both public opinion and 

legislative action. 

In general, it can be said that conservative think tanks have 

played a crucial role in promoting economic policies such 

as tax cuts (like the 2017 Tax Cuts and Jobs Act), 

deregulation (especially in the energy and finance sectors), 

and welfare reform. It should also be noted that liberal think 

tanks have influenced many policies that have been debated, 

such as the Affordable Care Act, stimulus packages during 

the Great Recession, and recent calls for a higher minimum 

wage, health care expansion, and infrastructure spending 

has been under the financial support of the Biden 

administration. 

Figure III:  
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The figure, is the radar chart comparing the influence of 

conservative and liberal think tanks on U.S. economic 

policy across four key areas: tax policy, regulation, 

government spending, and economic inequality. 

Key Insights: 

Tax Policy: Conservative think tanks tend to have a much 

stronger influence, pushing for tax cuts and lower taxes. 

Regulation: Both groups are influential in different ways; 

conservatives advocate for deregulation, while liberals push 

for more regulatory oversight. 

Government Spending: Liberal think tanks tend to 

promote more government spending on social programs, 

while conservative think tanks favor spending cuts. 

Economic Inequality: Liberal think tanks focus more on 

reducing economic inequality, with policy 

recommendations centered on progressive taxation and 

wealth redistribution. 

This chart illustrates the differing levels of influence that 

each ideological group has in shaping these key policy areas 

Figure IV: 

 

Here is the bar chart comparing the influence of liberal and 

progressive think tanks on U.S. economic policy across four 

key areas: tax policy, regulation, government spending, and 

economic inequality. 

This comparison shows that while both groups share similar 

goals, progressive think tanks often push for more radical 

and far-reaching policy changes than their liberal 

counterparts. 
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Abstract 

This study examined the effectiveness of online interactive modules in improving mathematical proficiency among Grade VI 

students in Phuentsholing Primary School, focusing on the concepts of ordering fractions and rotation. The mixed-methods 

approach was used where 27 students participated in  three-week intervention involving online learning tools. Data were 

collected through pre-tests and post-tests, surveys, and observations. The results were analyzed using Statistical Package for 

Social Sciences (SPSS version 22) and it demonstrated significant improvement in students' understanding, with mean test 

scores increasing from 2.00 to 4.96 for ordering fractions, and from 0.63 to 4.63 for rotation. Surveys indicated a positive shift 

in students' perceptions towards using digital tools for learning, with increased engagement and enjoyment. Qualitative 

analysis was derived through thematic coding and it revealed that dynamic simulations and instant feedback were key elements 

in facilitating understanding. Despite overall gains, some students continued to find the rotation concept challenging, as 

reflected in the higher post-test score variability. The study highlighted the potential of online interactive modules to enhance 

mathematical learning, suggesting further exploration into differentiated support for complex topics. These findings have 

implications for integrating technology in educational practices in Bhutan. 

Keywords— Mathematical Proficiency, Ordering Fractions, Online Interactive Modules, Rotation, Technology Integration 

 

I. INTRODUCTION 

Mathematics has always been a part of the lives of human-

beings. It is concerned with not only the everyday problems 

but also with using imagination, intuition, and reasoning to 

find new ideas to solve puzzling problems (Khan, 2015). 

These mathematical proficiency are a crucial component of 

primary education which forms the foundation for future 

academic success and practical life skills in students. The 

mathematical skills range from every little thing in their 

lives, from counting the number of potatoes to make fries to 

equating the number of words and numbers in their schools, 

exams, and daily lives.  

With the change of the educational landscape and 

the needs of the time, the way students and teachers engage 

in the teaching and learning process has also drastically 

transformed. The long-lasting traditional method has long 

been encouraged to be discarded, especially in Bhutan, and 

more engaging methods are being recommended. In this 

light, the online interactive modules come alive. With the 

rise of technology in education, online interactive modules 

present an eminent strategy to enhance mathematical 

learning. It also leverages technology to provide a more 

personalized learning and allows a targeted intervention 

(NCTM, 2023). 

While many researches show promising findings, there is a 

need to investigate how this method will unfold in the 

Bhutanese context. Hence, this research has investigated the 

effectiveness of the online interactive modules in improving 

the mathematical proficiency of grade VI students in 

Phuentsholing Primary School by intervening through the 

subject topics on ordering fractions and rotation. 

 

II. BACKGROUND / PROBLEM STATEMENT 

In addition to the importance of mathematics in an 

individual life, mathematics is a significant subject in 

Bhutanese education system. It is treated as a main subject, 

where not acquiring the required score in this subject fails 
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the students despite excellent score in other subjects. The 

Bhutanese mathematics curriculum has undergone 

numerous transformation due to the changing needs of the 

Bhutanese students and the global standards (Dorji & 

Tshering, 2020). It derives its significance from its innate 

quality of unlocking opportunities in Science, Technology, 

Engineering and ensuring competitiveness in the fast-

changing world by instilling the mathematical skills. 

Mathematics skills comprise computation, reasoning, 

problem-solving, and clear communication of mathematical 

concepts (Ministry of Education and Skills Development, 

2023). While it is important to master the skills of 

mathematics, it is equally difficult to comprehend these 

skills by the students in primary education.  

                Grade VI Students in Phuentsholing Primary 

School frequently encounter problem with the procedural 

knowledge of the mathematics. While they comprehend the 

conceptual knowledge during the teacher-led learning, 

however when the time comes to do it independently, they 

struggle to apply the learned concept, leading to a loss of 

confidence and an inability to connect and solve problems 

efficiently. Especially in the mathematical concepts like 

ordering fractions and rotation of shapes. These concepts 

require students to visualize the abstract concepts and then 

apply it in their solution. The fraction concepts require a 

strong grasp of the numerical value and is size-relationship, 

and the process of converting the fractions to a common 

denominator from the mixed and improper fractions can be 

challenging. Moreover, the concept of rotation poses a 

cognitive load on the students to remember and visualize the 

original position and then its shape when rotated.   

To address these challenges, the mathematics 

teachers employ hands-on activities and intensive problem-

solving exercises. However, given the large class size and 

time constraints, this strategy appears inadequate and 

ineffective. Consequently, leveraging technology in our 

digitalized world seems like a more promising approach to 

helping students develop their mathematical skills. The 

dynamic visual, auditory, and instant feedback features of 

online interactive modules can provide assistance in 

cementing the conceptual knowledge in their procedural 

knowledge. Moreover, it can help provide an opportunity 

and experience to students to try out the concepts in ways 

that would be impossible in the classroom setting. Thus, this 

research investigated the effectiveness of the online 

interactive modules in addressing these issues of 

mathematical proficiency by incorporating a mixed-method 

approach of the research.  

Research Questions 

The key questions this study will try to investigate are as 

follows: 

1. How do the online interactive modules impact 

students’ proficiency in specific mathematical topics like 

ordering fractions and rotation? 

2. Which features of the modules, such as dynamic 

simulations, instant feedback, or interactive games, most 

enhance students’ understanding of ordering fractions and 

rotation? 

Research Objectives  

The specific objectives of this study are as follows: 

1.  To assess the effectiveness of online interactive 

modules in enhancing the mathematical proficiency of 

Grade VI students by comparing pre-test and post-test 

results on the topics of ordering fractions and rotation. 

2. To identify and analyze, through observations open-

ended survey questionnaires, the specific elements of the 

online interactive modules (e.g., simulations, quizzes, 

games, feedback mechanisms) that significantly contribute 

to the improvement of mathematical proficiency among 

Grade VI students. 

3. To analyze the perceptions of Grade VI students 

towards the use of online interactive modules, using survey 

responses and thematic analysis of observations and open-

ended survey questionnaires, to understand their 

engagement, motivation, and perceived learning benefits. 

 

III. SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY 

The aim of this study is to investigate the effectiveness of 

online interactive tools in enhancing mathematical 

proficiency in grade VI students. Through this study, the 

researchers built and provided a concrete analysis and an 

action of the ways technology can be used in teaching and 

learning process of mathematics. Through this, it provided 

an opportunity to students to explore and reach their 

potential by experimenting and constructing mathematical 

concepts. Moreover, on a minor note, it also helped students 

learn the right and productive use of technological tools for 

learning. It provided an insight to teachers to explore online 

interactive modules to teach mathematical concepts 

efficiently and effectively. On the broader part, this study 

also served as a useful document to the stakeholders in their 

decision-making process in terms of integrating 

technologies in the education system. Addressing issues 

related to the mathematical concepts is an important 

component in the academic growth and quality of education 

and would go a long way in proving the standards of the 

Mathematics in Bhutan and hence, a quality education.  
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IV. LITERATURE REVIEW  

Technology in Mathematics Education 

Mathematics is the backbone of many disciplines such as 

engineering, science, business, and computer science (Yong 

& Gates, 2016), and the use of technology is important in 

making sense of mathematical concepts (Akkaya, 2016). 

Technologies have been available in the western school’s 

mathematics classroom since the introduction of simple 

four-function calculators in the 1970s (Goos, 2010). 

Teachers are often expected to use digital technology to 

improve teaching and learning (Loong & Herbert, 2018). 

Technology is a partner when it provides access to new 

kinds of tasks or new ways of approaching existing tasks to 

develop understanding, explore different perspective, or 

mediate mathematical discussions (Goos, 2010). 

Introducing technology into the mathematical education 

transforms the learning ecology so that the new 

mathematical knowledge and practices may emerge 

(Steinbring, 2015). However, it can be seen that although 

technologies have significant potential in teaching and 

learning process of mathematics, the uptake of technologies 

is deemed disappointing and the grand visions are not 

realized (Joubert, 2012). Even in the Bhutanese context, the 

only form of technologies used in education is for 

Information and Communication Technology (ICT) classes, 

where students get to explore twice a week. Some factors 

such as the lack of access to digital devices, parent’s socio-

economic background, and teachers’ inadequate knowledge 

that hinders the uptake of technologies in teaching and 

learning process in Bhutan (Dhendup & Sherab, 2023).  

The use of technology in teaching and learning is widely 

accepted to have gathered sufficient quality data in 

education (Hegedus et al., 2017; Kerres, 2020). It has the 

potential to improve the teaching and learning of 

mathematics, leading to gains in higher order thinking skills 

as well as student achievement and self-efficacy (Cullen, 

Hertel, & Nickels, 2020). The National Curriculum of 

Teachers of Mathematics (2023) asserts technology as 

essential in teaching and learning mathematics and it 

enhances students’ learning.  

Online Interactive Modules 

The online interactive modules are the interactive 

educational tools that enables learners to actively engage 

with the learning content. It is creative, innovative, and 

adaptive teaching and learning method that helps students 

feel comfortable and learn effectively and efficiently 

(Wijaya & Vidianti, 2019). The online interactive modules 

are the educational online games, quizzes, and puzzles 

which provides an engaging experience through its aspects 

of multi-medias, simulations, and feedbacks. These are 

easily accessible to students where ever they dwell. For 

instance, dynamic geometry software has provided 

opportunities, especially in teaching geometry, in 

visualization, dynamic drawing of geometry shapes and 

exploring various geometric relationships (Akkaya, 2016).  

Students’ Perceptions and Engagement 

Students’ perception, belief and feelings towards 

mathematics and use of technology are important 

determinants in reinforcing or weakening their mathematics 

learning. Research has indicated that students’ attitude 

towards mathematics learning with technology is greatly 

influenced by their attitude towards the subject itself and 

technology in general (Yong & Gates, 2016). Students’ 

motivation to learn mathematics is built based on their 

interest, self-efficacy, and attributions (Ifinedo et al., 2020). 

To motivate students in mathematics learning, many efforts 

and innovations have been put forward in recent years by 

integrating digital technology such as video or computer 

games into mathematics education (Chang, 2019). 

Similarly, in Bhutan, the National Education Curriculum has 

integrated incorporated every aspect and features of 

technology in the lesson plans. Moreover, technology can 

change the nature of school mathematics by engaging 

students in more active mathematical practices such as 

experimenting, investigating, and problem-solving that 

bring depth to their learning and encourage them to ask 

questions rather than only looking for answers (Goos, 

2010).  

The literature reviews of various research papers 

and books depicts tremendous recommendation for the use 

of technological tools in teaching and learning mathematical 

concepts. It has also provided insights on the cautions to be 

taken while integrating technological tools in teaching and 

learning process. 

 

V. METHODOLOGY 

For this action research study, the mixed-method research 

approach  was employed to investigate the effectiveness of 

online interactive tools in enhancing mathematical 

proficiency in grade VI students. The detailed methodology 

plan for the use of qualitative and quantitative data 

collection tools are presented below. 

Study Sample and Participants 

The sampling method for this research is the purposive 

sampling. The students who could not achieve their pass 

mark in the mid-term written exam was selected for this 

research. As per the mid-term result, the student participant 

totals up to 27 grade VI students from sections A to G. The 

student participants will be referred to as pseudonym R1, 

R2, R3, and so on till R27. 

Data Collection Tools  
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The research method and framework adopted for this study 

was the mixed-method under which tests, survey and 

questionnaires, and observations were being used.  

Baseline Data Collection Tools 

The baseline data collection tools that were used in this 

study are as reflected below.  

Pre-Test 

The aim of this study was to investigate the effectiveness 

and bring out improvement in the students, therefore as a 

yardstick to measure and analyze the present and the latter 

level of performance of the students through the 

intervention, the pre-test was used.  

A written test was done on the mathematics topics 

of ordering fractions and rotation. The test papers were 

developed as per the standard of the grade and in 

consultation and validated with their mathematics teachers. 

Survey  

The student participants were asked to fill an online survey 

questionnaire. They were asked on their perception, 

familiarity, and opinion with the mathematical concept of 

ordering fraction and rotation and the online interactive 

modules.  

Observation 

Observation was mainly used during the intervention 

period. The researchers maintained an observational sheet 

to note the process, engagement, and interaction of the 

students while they learned about ordering fractions and 

rotation concepts through the online interactive modules.  

 

Intervention 

The intervention process used in this study involved 

students engaging in online interactive modules to explore 

on the mathematical concept on ordering fractions and 

rotation for the period of three weeks with four sessions of 

40 minutes each week. The Information and 

Communication Technology(ICT) lab of the school were 

used during the conduct of the interventions.  

The process involved first a brief initial lesson on 

the mathematical topic on ordering fractions and rotation 

delivered by the mathematics teacher (the researcher) which 

covered the fundamental concepts which set the foundation 

for further exploration by the students. This was then 

followed by a short instruction on which online interactive 

modules to use and how to use it by the researchers. 

The online interactive modules comprised of the online 

manipulative, simulations, videos, games, and quizzes 

found online on the given topic. Some of the names of the 

sources of these online interactive modules and the 

mathematics topic associated are; 

1. Toytheater.com, Mathgames.com, 

Mathlearningcenter.org, Khanacademy.com, 

teacher.desmos.com, mathsbot.com and abcya.com for the 

lessons on ordering fractions 

2. Geo-Gebra, Math Playground, and IXL for the 

lessons on rotation.  

Post-Intervention Data Collection Tools  

Post-test 

Similar to the pre-test, to see the impact of the intervention 

and for a comparative analysis, the post-test was conducted 

on the same topic with the same questions of the grade’s 

standard. This helped the researchers comprehend and 

analyze the effectiveness more efficiently.  

Survey Questionnaires 

Students were asked to fill the survey questionnaires after 

the intervention to know their perception on the use of the 

online interactive modules and the impact it had on their 

learning process of the mathematical concept.  

Data Analysis Method 

The research approach being mixed-method, the qualitative 

part of this study was analyzed using thematic coding and 

the quantitative part was analyzed using SPSS22 (Statistical 

Package for the Social Sciences). The themes derived from 

the questionnaires provided along with the survey and the 

observation were further interpreted through validation of 

the information. The data from the surveys and tests were 

entered in the SPSS and then analyzed thereafter.  

Ethical Consideration  

To conduct this study, prior permission and consent from the 

school, teachers, and parents of the participants were 

requested and the identity of the participants and their 

results during this study were kept confidential.  

 

VI. FINDINGS 

The data collected through-out the course of this study was 

analyzed according to the guiding questions:1.  How do the 

online interactive modules impact students’ proficiency in 

specific mathematical topics like ordering fractions and 

rotation? 2. Which features of the modules, such as dynamic 

simulations, instant feedback, or interactive games, most 

enhance students’ understanding of ordering fractions and 

rotation? The online interactive modules used focused on 

the mathematical concept on ordering fractions and rotation 

of shapes. The data were collected from 27 students through 

pre-tests, post-tests, observation and survey questionnaires 

to capture both quantitative  and qualitative improvements.  

https://theshillonga.com/index.php/jhed


Chhetri and Penjor                                                                                      Journal of Humanities and Education Development (JHED) 

J. Humanities Educ. Dev.- 6(5)-202 

https://theshillonga.com/index.php/jhed                                                                                                                              Page | 97  

Test Results  

The test was a necessary tool and a yardstick to measure the 

efficacy of the intervention. Table 1 displays the mean mark 

of the pre-test and post intervention test on ordering 

fractions and rotation respectively.  

Table 1: Mean mark of Pre-test and Post intervention test (n=27) 

 N Mean Std. Deviation 

Pre-test on Ordering Fractions 27 2.00 .877 

Pre-test on Rotation 27 .63 1.275 

Post intervention test on Fraction 27 4.96 .854 

Post intervention test on Rotation 27 4.63 1.115 

Valid N (listwise) 27   

 

In the pre-test on Ordering Fractions, the low mean mean = 

2.00 and moderate variability in the standard deviation = 

0.87 indicate that, prior to the intervention, students 

struggled with the concept of ordering fractions. Many 

students performed below the expected proficiency level. 

However, the post-test on ordering fraction’s scores with the 

mean = 4.96, standard deviation = 0.854 shows a substantial 

increase in performance, with the mean near the maximum 

possible score (5.00). This indicates that students developed 

a much stronger understanding of the concept after the 

intervention. The relatively low standard deviation also 

suggests that most students performed consistently well.  

For the pre-test on rotation, the extremely low 

mean, mean = 0.63,combined with a high standard 

deviation, standard deviation = 1.275, suggests that students 

initially struggled with this concept even more than with 

ordering fractions. Nevertheless, there was also significant 

variation in student performance, meaning some students 

understood the concept slightly, while others found it very 

difficult. In the post-test on rotation, after the intervention, 

the mean score improved drastically, mean = 4.63, and the 

standard deviation = 1.115  remained higher compared to 

the fraction’s post-test, indicating that some students still 

faced challenges with this concept, the overall improvement 

reflects the effectiveness of the intervention in teaching and 

learning through online interactive modules. 

The substantial improvement in both areas of 

mathematical concept demonstrates that the online 

interactive tools were highly effective in enhancing students' 

understanding of both fractions and rotation. However, the 

slightly higher standard deviation in post-intervention test 

in rotation suggests that the concept of rotation is more 

challenging for students to grasp, even after intervention.  

For further understanding on the results derived from the 

tests, one-sample t-test on each of the concept on ordering 

fractions and rotation were analyzed and are presented in the 

following tables respectively.  

Table 2: One-Sample Test on Pre-test and Post intervention test on Ordering Fraction 

 

Test Value = 0 

t df Sig. (2-tailed) Mean Difference 

95% Confidence Interval of the 

Difference 

Lower Upper 

Pre-test on Ordering 

Fractions 
11.84 26 .00 2.00 1.65 2.35 

Post intervention test on 

Ordering Fraction 
30.19 26 .00 4.93 4.63 5.30 

 

The results from the one-sample t-test strongly 

suggest that the online interactive modules had a significant 

positive impact on the students' ability to order fractions. 

The large increase in both the t-value (from 11.84 to 30.19) 

and the mean difference (from 2.00 to 4.93) between the pre-

test and post-test demonstrates a substantial improvement in 

students' performance after the intervention. The statistical 

significance (p < .05) in both tests indicates that these 

improvements are unlikely to be due to chance. 

Furthermore, the relatively narrow confidence intervals, 

particularly in the post-test, suggest consistency and 

reliability in the results. Overall, the data provide strong 
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evidence that the interactive modules effectively enhanced 

students' mathematical proficiency, with the substantial rise 

in test scores reflecting a meaningful improvement in their 

understanding of ordering fractions. 

 

The results from the one-sample t-test on table 3 

offer strong evidence that the online interactive modules 

significantly improved students' understanding of rotation. 

Initially, the pre-test t-value of 2.56 and a modest mean 

difference of 0.63 suggest that students had a limited grasp 

of the concept, demonstrating only a basic level of 

proficiency. However, the substantial increase in the post-

test t-value to 21.54, alongside a mean difference of 4.63, 

indicates a meaningful and significant enhancement in their 

knowledge following the intervention. Both tests show 

statistically significant results, reinforcing that the observed 

improvements are not random. Additionally, the narrow 

confidence intervals, particularly in the post-test, reflect the 

consistency and reliability of the results, providing further 

validation of the intervention’s effectiveness. 

In summary, the data with the substantial rise in test 

scores reflected a meaningful improvement in their 

understanding of ordering fractions and rotation. It clearly 

demonstrate that the interactive modules successfully 

addressed the initial gaps in students' understanding of 

rotation, resulting in a marked improvement in their overall 

proficiency. The robust statistical outcomes, combined with 

the tight confidence intervals, underscore the effectiveness 

of the modules in boosting students' comprehension of 

rotational concepts. 

Survey Data 

The survey questionnaire was conducted twice, one before 

the intervention and one after the intervention. In the survey 

questionnaire before the intervention, the open-ended 

questions were included to capture the detailed perception 

on their mathematical learning and their prior idea, use, and 

perception of online interactive modules. 

The open-ended questions asks the students on their 

perception on the challenging aspect of mathematical 

concepts and using online interactive modules, the teaching 

module and the online interactive module they preferred. On 

these questions, most students listed fraction as the difficult 

concept and one students, R1 stated that the most 

challenging part while learning mathematics in class is the 

concepts of geometry. Not only this, while R1 stated that the 

online interactive modules makes it visually easy to learn 

the concept, R1 would prefer teaching and learning in the 

class with the teacher so as to be able to clear the doubts. 

Moreover, when asked about their knowledge and use of 

online interactive module for education, it can be seen that 

the students  had very little idea on the various online 

interactive modules and has only used the facility of 

YouTube videos as a mean to learn mathematics concepts. 

Nevertheless, all students stated their willingness and 

enthusiasm in using various online interactive modules for 

learning. 

The table below, Table 4, statistically displays the 

quantitative description of the survey questions which used 

the likert scale; 1- Strongly Disagree, 2- Disagree, 3-

Neutral, 4-Agree, 5-Strongly Agree. After the analysis of the 

survey response data in the SPSS, it was found that most 

students when asked if  the online interactive modules made 

their learning mathematics more enjoyable, the mean score 

on this response was 4 meaning that most students 

responded as to Agreeing with the statement. 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 3: One-Sample Test on Pre-test and Post intervention test on Rotation 

 

Test Value = 0 

t df Sig. (2-tailed) 

Mean 

Difference 

95% Confidence Interval of the 

Difference 

Lower Upper 

Pre-test on Ordering 

Fractions 
2.56 26 .016 .63 .13 1.13 

Post intervention test on 

Fraction 
21.54 26 .000 4.63 4.19 5.07 
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Table 4: Comparative Descriptive Statistics on Survey Questions 

 N Minimum Maximum Mean Std. Deviation 

Perception on Interactive Module 

before intervention 
27 17.00 40.00 29.22 5.14 

Perception on Interactive Module after 

intervention 
27 26.00 45.00 35.92 4.50 

Valid N (listwise)      

 

This data from table 4, suggests that the 

intervention—using online interactive modules—had a 

positive impact on student perceptions. The increase in the 

mean score(difference of 6.7) and the narrower spread of the 

standard deviation(difference of 0.64) in the responses in the 

post-intervention indicate that students generally felt more 

favorably toward the modules after they had used them. The 

improvement in both the minimum and maximum scores 

post-intervention indicates that students who were 

previously less positive about the module became more 

favorable after using it, and those who already had positive 

views either maintained or slightly increased their positivity. 

Overall, the intervention seems to have contributed to a 

significant enhancement in student perception, suggesting 

that the interactive modules were well-received and 

potentially effective in improving mathematical proficiency 

through increased engagement. 

Key Interactive Features of Online Interactive Modules 

that Enhanced the Conceptual Understanding  

In analyzing the specific features within the online 

interactive modules that helped enhance the student’ 

learning and understanding, data from open-ended survey 

questionnaire and observations provide valuable insights. 

The prominent themes derived through coding the data from 

these two sources were mostly, improvement, engagement, 

peer collaboration, individualized learning, and attitude 

towards learning mathematics. Through observation, it was 

also revealed that during the use of interactive games on 

ordering fractions, students were more engaged, often 

discussing strategies with peers and showing increased 

enthusiasm. The frequency of students asking doubts to the 

teacher freely were higher than in the normal class setting. 

Not only this, while using the online manipulatives, students 

were seen becoming more enthusiastic and goes on to 

explore more fraction and rotation problems on their own.  

              Through the open-ended question, one student 

commented: 

“I like the online interactive modules that we used so far as 

it helps us understand properly through the simple ways on 

solving the problem through the blocks that we can carry 

and shuffle around. ” 

This clearly depicts the level of engagement and 

the attitude toward learning mathematics that the online 

interactive modules provided. Moreover, the students were 

seen comparing and validating their understanding through 

the visual representation on the screen and learning on their 

own pace but with a progressive speed through the games. 

Some students were even observed exploring and using 

other features of the online interactive modules that were not 

mentioned by the researchers.  

 

VII. DISCUSSION 

The findings of this study indicate a significant 

enhancement in students’ understanding and performance 

on the concept of ordering fractions and rotation following 

the intervention of online interactive modules, evidenced by 

both quantitative test scores and qualitative observation and 

survey responses. 

The pre-test results highlighted a concerning lack 

of proficiency in both mathematical concepts, with means 

of 2.00 for ordering fractions and 0.63 for rotation. However, 

post-intervention data showed a remarkable increase in 

mean scores, reaching 4.96 for fractions and 4.63 for 

rotation. These results not only reflect the efficacy of the 

online interactive modules but also underscore the potential 

of technology to transform mathematical learning 

experiences. The statistical analyses, including one-sample 

t-tests, further validate these improvements, revealing 

significant gains that are unlikely to be attributed to chance. 

Students engagement and perceptions of learning 

through the salient features of the online interactive modules 

emerged as critical factors in this study. The qualitative data 

from open-ended survey questions and classroom 

observations indicated that the online modules fostered an 

environment of active learning. Students reported feeling 

more comfortable with the content, as the interactive 

features, such as dynamic simulations, allowed for 

individualized pacing and collaborative exploration. The 

enthusiasm observed during peer discussions and 

interactions with the modules suggested that online 

interactive modules not only enhances comprehension but 

also promotes a more engaging and collaborative learning 
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atmosphere. This findings is in accordance with the existing 

literature, which showed that students’ attitude towards 

mathematics learning with technology is greatly influenced 

by their attitude towards the subject itself and technology in 

general (Yong & Gates, 2016).  

Interestingly, while the overall results indicate 

strong improvements, the higher standard deviation in post-

test scores for rotation suggests that this concept remains 

more challenging for some students. This variance 

highlights the necessity for further study, ongoing support 

and differentiated instruction, even in technology-enhanced 

learning environments. Some students still struggled with 

rotation despite significant overall gains, pointing to the 

complexity of spatial reasoning tasks and the need for varied 

teaching strategies to address diverse learning needs. 

The data also reflected that although students 

seemed skeptical and lacking in using online interactive 

modules to learn mathematics concept, there was a shift in 

students' attitudes toward mathematics. The increase in 

mean scores from the pre-test to post-intervention survey 

indicates a positive change in perceptions regarding the use 

of online interactive modules, with students expressing 

greater enjoyment and engagement in their mathematical 

learning. This shift is crucial, as student attitudes and self-

efficacy are strongly linked to their overall academic 

success in mathematics. 

 

VIII. IMPLICATION 

This study has implications for policymakers, curriculum 

developers, education and school administrators, teachers, 

and students. These findings encourage and provides 

opportunity to think and act in the global standards and use 

technology to its full potential for the learning process of 

our students. It provides as a support to curriculum 

developers, administrators and teachers to provide time and 

opportunity for students to explore technology within the 

concept learning.  

 

IX. LIMITATION AND FURTHER RESEARCH  

There were several limitation to this study. First the small 

sample size may limit the generalizability of the study’s 

findings. Second, the open-ended question data collected 

were self reported through the form  by the participants 

which may have limited their expression. Third, our study 

only focused on two concept of mathematics, which limits 

validating its effectiveness in other areas. Hence, further 

studies could use a larger sample, conduct in-depth 

interviews, and study on other areas of mathematical 

concepts.  

 

X. CONCLUSION  

In conclusion, this study underscored the transformative 

potential of integrating online interactive modules into 

mathematics education. By enhancing student engagement, 

improving proficiency, and positively influencing attitudes 

towards learning, technology serves as a vital ally in the 

quest to develop deeper mathematical understanding. Future 

research could explore long-term impacts on mathematical 

proficiency and strategies for addressing remaining 

challenges, particularly in complex topics like rotation. This 

study provides valuable insights for educators seeking to 

implement technology effectively in their teaching practices, 

emphasizing the need for a thoughtful approach that 

considers both the strengths and limitations of technological 

tools in the classroom. 
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Abstract 

The aims of school management are to promote organization, mobilization and expression of both human and material 

conditions essential to school instructive processes that endorse the learning activities of students. This study examined the 

contribution of school management and its effectiveness in supervision in enhancing students’ academic performance. The 

primary data were collected using questionnaire tool from 256 respondents. The study applied linear regression analysis, 

binary logistic regression model, and simple random sampling technique in respondents’ selection. The data were analyzed 

using Statistical Package for Social Science (SPSS ver. 20, IBM, USA). The study findings revealed that students’ academic 

performance in any secondary school set up depends primarily on the proper orientation of school management strategies. 

Furthermore, the findings revealed that when school management ensure effective supervision by promoting good teachers’ 

payment, teacher professional development, democratic decision-making system as management strategies leads to increase 

students’ academic performance. The study recommended that, democratization of planned school management strategies is 

vital not only because many conflicts emanate from unequal involvement in implementation of school strategies, but also 

because school administration, as advocates of school management democratic ideas and school plan, need to practice what 

they preach in different school meeting.  

Keywords— Administration, Democratization, Head of Schools, Students, Teachers 

 
I. INTRODUCTION 

Management strategies in schools play a crucial role in the 

education sector development worldwide, since they 

influence students' academic performance. Schools which 

significantly improve educational and student academic 

performance often have strong management strategies 

(Jacob & Thilagaraj, 2022). However, as noted by 

Kemenanabo, (2019), even with a good learning 

environment in schools, such as the presence of modern 

libraries and teaching equipment, students from schools 

lacking effective managerial practices exhibit poor test 

scores. According to UNESCO, (2014) and Amadi & Edu, 

(2020) suggest that academic performance and social 

outcomes reflecting students' commitment and 

involvement in schools are effectively promoted in 

institutions with established lines of authority and strong 

collaborative organizations. Through control, as a 

managerial strategy, staff attitudes are thoroughly 

controlled in their interactions with students, including 

teaching, grading, punctuality, and other duties (Amadi 

and Edu, 2020). Strength of school’s management 

strategies influence discipline and order among teachers 

which improve their performance since poor performance 

is considered unacceptable and may be viewed as mis-

behavior (Islam & Tasnim, 2021).  

In Tanzania school management strategies includes 

performing different functions in order to manage 

students’ academic performance; these functions include 

control students’ discipline, involving parents in students’ 

learning process and improving teaching and learning 

environment (Mabula & Mkulu, 2022). Such leaders are 

more likely to witness improvements in students' academic 

performance. School management should be a collective 

effort shared by teachers and other staff members, 

fostering connections between them, rather than being 

limited to formal job titles (Turyatunga et al., 2023). When 

management practices provided to school leaders with 

greater autonomy in areas they value highly, lead to 
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improved students’ academic performance (Nghonoli, 

2017). Academic performance serves as a benchmark for 

the effectiveness of school management, which is crucial 

in motivating teachers and other staff to be effective in 

their instruction, ultimately impacting students' 

achievements (Omari & Kiwonde, 2022). The level of 

accountability of the heads of secondary schools has been 

questioned due to dynamic academic performance of 

students in each year (Mabula & Mkulu, 2022).  

According to results of Certificate of Secondary Education 

Examination (CSEE) in Tanzania over the last five years 

(2014-2019) as reported by the National Examinations 

Council of Tanzania (NECTA), apprehensions have been 

raised about the effectiveness of school internal 

management structures in achieving high academic 

performance expectations. These concerns extend to the 

methods used for controlling internal procedures for 

successful teaching and learning in Tanzanian. 

Management issue to the secondary school level is vital for 

effective teaching-learning and improvement of students’ 

academic performance (Kemenanabo, 2019, Islam and 

Tasnim, 2021). Management issue as an act of getting 

things done using people and material resources also stand 

as the process/structure through which the school 

supervisors such as head of school, second master, 

academic master and classroom teachers effectively plan, 

direct, control and manage the available school resources 

in order to enable the students perform well academically 

(Eze, Sunday & Inegbedion 2015 and Kalagbor, 2016). 

The debate about the role of school management strategies 

in contributing to a school’s academic performance has 

been strong discussion in comparing student’s academic 

performance in private and public secondary school 

(Kalagbor, 2016). Students’ academic performance in 

Tanzania stand as the final grade which students get after a 

systematic and comprehensive measurement and 

evaluation of the individual student in a school setting 

through national examination for the purpose of making 

decision/judgment on his/her cognitive, affective and 

psychomotor domains (Mabula & Mkulu, 2022). 

However, despite the fact that students’ academic 

performance is very important for decision making, 

especially on the admission of students into institutions of 

higher learning, observations and studies in recent times 

have shown that the academic performance of secondary 

school students in public and private school there is still 

gaps in the performance of students (Mortuza & Salim, 

2018). In this matter due to the fact that syllabus, 

curriculum, examination structure and guidelines are the 

same whereby public and private secondary school abide 

to the same nature but the performance is still very poor in 

public secondary school compare to private secondary 

school which pose a question what are the causes of this 

difference. Thus, studies such as (Nghonoli, 2017; 

Mortuza & Salim, 2018 and Kemenanabo, 2019) have 

investigated several factors influencing students’ academic 

performance in various areas, but it seems that not much 

empirical research have been conducted on management 

factors and students’ academic performance, especially in 

Iringa Municipality since all secondary schools abide to 

the same education policy. The management factors that 

can cause changes in strategic school management could 

be internal or external. 

There is higher number of students performing between 

Division I and III compared to those falling into Division 

zero and IV in private secondary school compared to 

public secondary schools (URT, 2021). This trend raises 

doubts about the managerial accountability of heads of 

schools regarding their daily responsibilities, with a 

particular focus on the control aspect of school 

management in public compared to private secondary 

schools since there is a difference in academic 

performance. There is little reservation that management 

factors influence students’ academic performance in 

secondary schools to some extent in Iringa municipality. 

However, it seems that adequate thoughtfulness has not 

been given to the influence of management strategies 

affecting academic performance of students in secondary 

schools in Iringa municipality, hence the need for this 

study. 

Over the years, students’ academic performance in 

examinations such as National Examination organized by 

National Examination Council of Tanzania in Tanzania 

generally which Iringa Municipality is non-exceptional 

have been different in each year (URT, 2021). Tanzania 

education policy has been implemented in ensuring that 

school management perform their duties as planned. The 

focus of education policy has been to ensure management 

strategies in secondary schools are in a good control in 

solving school and students related problems and hereby 

improving academic performance. The implementation of 

school management strategies is in line with the current 

move of promoting the adoption of good and friendly 

managerial ways including proper resource utilization with 

the view of improving study environment as perceived to 

increase students’ academic performance.  

espite the potential benefit of school management 

strategies; there is limited empirical evidence on the 

influence of school managerial strategies towards students’ 

academic performance. The lack of research insight limits 

and questions the assessment of school management 

strategies and its effectiveness in supervision towards 

ensuring students’ academic performance. The literature is 

rich of knowledge on management strategies used by the 
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head of schools to ensure students’ academic performance 

in general (Kalagbor, 2016; Nghonoli, 2017 and 

Kemenanabo, 2019), but there is paucity of knowledge on 

the contribution of school management strategies and its 

effectiveness in supervision in secondary schools towards 

students’ academic performance since its performance 

varies each year. 

 

II. MATERIAL AND METHODS 

The target population for a study was the entire set of units 

for which the survey data was used to make inferences. 

For this study the population comprised secondary 

schools’ students, teachers, and head of schools. The study 

applied linear regression analysis, binary logistic 

regression model. Also, the study employed simple 

random sampling whereby each person had an equal 

chance of being selected and the required sample size of 

respondents was proportionally selected from each 

selected secondary school. The sample size involved 256 

respondents. The sample size was calculated based on the 

formula described by Kothari, (2004). Data were collected 

from secondary school: mainly Teachers, Students, and 

Head of Schools using interviews questionnaire. Both 

descriptive and quantitative analysis were employed. 

Statistical Package for Social Science (SPSS ver. 20, IBM, 

USA) was used to statistics findings.  

2.1. Research Approach 

The study used mixed method which comprised 

quantitative and qualitative whereby qualitative was 

applied in relatively small compared to quantitative 

method. In this approach, the gathered information was 

scrutinized by both positivism and constructivism in order 

to provide a better understanding of research problems in a 

single study. This approach helped a researcher to 

overcome the weaknesses of each approach since it 

provided a clear report as long as one approach in data 

collection may not be enough for better findings. As 

Almalki, (2016) states that mixed research method enables 

the researcher to investigate the issue under study using 

both words and numbers.  

2.2. Research Design 

This study employed the convergent parallel design as a 

framework to guide the fact under study. The convergent 

parallel design was preferred to this study since it employs 

both quantitative and qualitative data but analyses each 

approach independently and compares them and uses the 

results to make the research problem clearly understood. 

Also, convergent parallel design enabled the researcher to 

ensure validation of data, to prioritize the method equally, 

to keep the data analysis independently and to look for 

similarities, differences, contradictions and relationships of 

two sources of data. In that way, the use of parallel design 

helped the researcher to minimize time and financial 

resources because both of the two data gathered at the 

same time and the researcher required awareness, 

especially on how to combine the two types of approach 

since it needs equal balance. Furthermore, the convergent 

parallel design in this study enabled triangulation during 

data interpretation and discussion by directly comparing 

the quantitative and qualitative findings. 

2.3. Research Participants  

The study population comprised secondary schools’ 

students, teachers, head of schools and education officers. 

From this population the researcher got a required data to 

understand the study under the subject matter. 

There was a rational method of estimating the sample size. 

Thus, in establishing the required sample size, the first step 

was to decide how large an error to tolerate in the estimate 

and the second step was to express the allowable error in 

terms of confidence intervals. The confidence interval 

depended on whether the estimate is a population mean or 

a population proportion. According to Berenson et al. 

(2002), if the interest is in population proportion, then the 

sample size, n, can be estimated as follows: 

……………………………………… (1) 

Where: Z is the abscissa of the normal curve that cuts off 

an area at the tails (1 - equals the desired confidence level, 

e.g. 95%), e is the desired level of precision and p is the 

estimated proportion of an attribute that is present in the 

population, e.g. the proportion of students who are 

registered. With the commonly used 95% confidence level, 

Z = 1.96, thus equation becomes: 

 , ………………………………… (2) 

Approximately ……………………… (3) 

ni = 4(0.8) (1 - 0.8)/0.05^2 = 256 

To obtain exact sample size of each section, the researcher 

used the proportional sampling techniques as follows:  
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Table 1: Respondents’ breakdown in the study areas 

Wards Stratum Sampling Fraction n/N n/N X Sub-population 

Kihesa 1257 0.05 63 

Mkwawa   878 0.05 43 

Kitwiru 1389 0.05 68 

Mtwivila 1644 0.05 82 

Total 256 

 

A multi-stage random sampling approach was used to 

select a representative sample. The first stage involved 

selecting regions to be studied. Second stage involved the 

development of a list of districts. The third stage involved 

the development of a list of wards. Finally, from the list of 

wards followed by simple random sampling whereby each 

person has an equal chance of being selected and the 

required sample size of respondents was proportionally 

selected from each ward. 

2.4. Data Analysis 

Quantitative information from the questionnaires was 

coded, and analyzed using Statistical Package for Social 

Science (SPSS). Qualitative data from the key informant 

interviews and focus group discussions was analyzed using 

the content analysis then presented in short narratives to 

describe and quantify information gathered during the 

study as a means of making valid inferences of primary 

and secondary data. 

To achieve the study objectives, statistical techniques 

was employed as follows; 

The Regression Analysis is a statistical tool which 

analyzes the relationship between quantitative variables. 

The objective here is to determine how the predicted or 

dependent variable Y (the variable to be estimated) reacts 

to the variations of the predictor or independent variables. 

The first step in regression analysis determined if there is a 

relationship between the independent and dependent 

variables, and if there is any relationship, measure the 

important of their relationship. The relationship and its 

important determined through covariance, coefficient of 

correlation and coefficient of determination. The objective 

of regression analysis was to build a model which is 

helpful to make accurate predictions about the impact of 

variable variations. However, it is possible that in other 

situation there is more than one independent variable 

which can cause the variations of a dependent variable. 

When building a regression model, if there are many 

independent variables which are considered, the analysis is 

called a multiple regression, but if there is one independent 

variable which is considered, the analysis is a simple linear 

regression. 

The regression model used in this study is shown below 

Y= α+ βxi + μ…………… …  ………… (4) 

Where by: 

  Y     = Dependent variable 

  Xi    = Independent variables 

   α     = constant term, 

   μ     = error term 

   β     = degree to which independent variables influence 

the dependent variable at a given level. 

Linear regression analysis was used in this study to assess 

the management strategies which influence students’ 

academic performance. The basic assumption which was 

made in this analysis is linearity among dependent and 

independent variables. While it is not always true that 

linearity exists, this assumption was made in order to 

simplify the computational of the functional form. It was 

relatively easy to compute the regression coefficients using 

the ordinary least square technique (OLS). Based on the 

objective of the analysis, the main aim was to find out how 

the selected variables can contribute to students’ academic 

performance. Thus, the aim of this analysis was 

explanation rather than prediction.  

A linear regression model is specified as follows: 

Yi = α + βX1 + βX2 + .........βX6 + μ …… ……….. (5) 

Whereby: 

Yi = Students’ Academic Performance 

X1 = Motivation 

X2 = Physical Facilities  

X3 = Punishing subordinates 

X4 = Parents Meeting  

X5 = Monitoring teachers’ attitudes 

X6 = Monitoring students’ behavior 

 

https://theshillonga.com/index.php/jhed


Lugusi et al.                                                                                                 Journal of Humanities and Education Development (JHED) 

J. Humanities Educ. Dev.- 6(5)-202 

https://theshillonga.com/index.php/jhed                                                                                                                              Page | 106  

β1, β2, β3, β4, β5 and β6 = coefficients of variables (βs 

indicate the degree to which different school management 

strategies affect students’ academic performance). 

α = constant term 

μ = error term 

Binary Logistic Regression Model 

Binary logistic regression model was used to address 

school management strategies which enhance students’ 

academic performance. This model was usefully to 

determine among the strategies which is the strongest than 

the other towards enhancing students’ academic 

performance. The model specification is described below. 

The logistic regression model is based on the logistic 

probability function given as: 

……………………………… (6) 

Where  is the probability of success i.e. the probability 

that students’ academic performance is affected by 

appropriate strategies, and  represents exposure to 

appropriate strategies that may enhance students’ academic 

performance i.e.  and its probability is 

expressed as: 

) ……………… ………………… (7) 

Thus; 

. (8) 

 Yi = β0 + β1X1 + β2X2 + β14X14 + Ԑi………………… (9) 

Whereby: Yi = Depend variable Xi = Independent 

variables  

β1, β2, β3, β4, β5 … and β14 = coefficients of variables 

(βs indicate the degree to which different school 

management strategies affect students’ academic 

performance). 

α = constant term μ = error term 

Where  is the error term,  is the probability of 

students’ academic performance being affected and 

 is the probability of the students’ academic 

performance not being affected 

Furthermore, the descriptive statistics was used to analyze 

multiple response questions by presenting percentages of 

each management strategies for enhancing students’ 

academic performance. 

2.5 Ethical Consideration  

In this study, the researcher requested a permission letter 

for data collection from the Vice Chancellor of University 

of Iringa and from there the protocol was followed from 

the Regional Administrative Secretary, then to the 

Municipality Administrative Secretary and lastly to the 

education leaders who allowed the researcher to collect 

data in their area. Moreover, during data collection, 

respondents was educated about the target of the study, its 

significance and how they would participate by filling 

consent forms. Pseudo-names were maintained through the 

use of numbers, symbols and alphabets to ensure 

confidentiality for the respondents. Also, respondent 

voluntary participation in the research process was ensured 

through filling consent form alongside with their privacy 

by not writing the names of respondents during coding and 

recording process.  

 

III. RESULTS 

School management strategies in contributing to 

students’ academic performance 

The results from Table 2 show that F-test is statistically 

significant implying that it is implausible to find out that 

the factors built-in in the model do not clarify the 

variations obtained in school management strategies. Thus, 

due to such strength it signifies that the null hypothesis 

(There is no significant relationship between management 

strategies/approaches and students’ academic performance 

in secondary school in Iringa Municipality) should be 

rejected and alternative hypothesis (There is a significant 

relationship between management strategies and students’ 

academic performance in secondary school in Iringa 

Municipality) being accepted. 

Table 2: ANOVA 

Model Sum of Squares Df Mean Square F Sig. 

 

Regression 8.703 4 2.176 13.724 .000 

Residual 39.793 251 .159   

Total 48.496 255    
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Table (3) indicates 0.037, 0.001 and 0.000 as significance 

responses from the participants which confirm that 

Teacher’s payment, Teacher professional development and 

Democratic management is the school management 

strategies which contribute to students’ academic 

performance. The coefficients of teacher professional 

development, democratic management, teacher’s payment, 

are positive and significant at 5% this implies that teacher 

professional development, democratic management, 

teachers’ payment is the management strategies which 

influence students’ academic performance. However, 

school infrastructure is also positive but not statistically 

significant, signifying a straight relationship between this 

variable and student academic performance. 

Table 3: Management strategies towards academic performance 

Model Unstandardized 

Coefficients 

Standardized 

Coefficients 

t Sig. 

B Std. Error Beta 

 

(Constant) .935 .299  3.129 .002 

Teachers’ payment  .073 .035 .159 2.101 .037 

School infrastructure .020 .036 .041 .536 .592 

Democratic management .146 .045 .209 3.249 .001 

Teacher professional development  -.209 .032 -.382 -6.441 .000 

 

During the interview sessions, qualitative findings 

collected from respondents converge to the quantitative 

finding.  

One of the teachers from school 3 had the following views 

to say: 

“Motivation stands as the important 

aspect in enabling teachers and 

students to improve their 

performance. Motivation is one of 

the management strategies which 

enable teachers and students to raise 

interest and morale for work and 

learning. Thus, this situation makes 

them to enhance efforts to improve 

performance, and finally receive 

rewards provided after results’’ 

(Interviewed Teacher School 3). 

This implies that factors which enhance students’ 

academic performance is teachers’ motivation since sands 

as the important aspects towards influence teachers in 

considering students matters. Similarly, the findings 

corresponding with the information provided with the 

head of school that;  

“I have comprehended that teacher’s 

professional development stand as 

the motivation factor which is a vital 

school management strategies in 

controlling teaching and learning 

activities without the need for 

extreme efforts. When you motivate 

your teachers through professional 

development you will witness how 

they work conscientiously without the 

need for coercion. I have personally 

implemented this approach, and the 

majority of both teachers and 

students work very diligently, that 

has significantly contributed to the 

improvement of our overall students’ 

performance” (Interviewed Head of 

School 5). 

Effective supervision of management strategies 

towards to academic performance 

The results from Table 4 show that F-value is 10.786 

which shows a statistically significant at level .000, 

implying that null hypothesis should be rejected and 

accepting alternative hypothesis and it is plausible to 

conclude that there is strong evidence that effective 

supervision of school management strategies influence 

students’ academic performance.  
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Table 4: ANOVA 

Model Sum of Squares Df Mean Square F Sig. 

 

Regression 8.606 5 1.721 10.786 .000 

Residual 39.891 250 .160   

Total 48.496 255    

 

The study result shows that effective implementation of 

decisions/governments’ policies, effectively planning and 

motivating students have significance influence to the 

students’ academic performance. The results are proved by 

0.002, 0.000 and 0.045 level of significance which is 

smaller than 0.05 (Table 5). 

Table 5: Coefficients 

Model Unstandardized Coefficients Standardized 

Coefficients 

T Sig. 

B Std. Error Beta 

 

(Constant) 1.535 .349  4.394 .000 

plans school activities and guidelines -.044 .022 -.138 -1.943 .053 

Encourages participation  -.012 .037 -.030 -.319 .750 

Consults students  -.050 .047 -.104 -1.072 .285 

Motivates students  .093 .046 .133 2.011 .045 

ensures plans are effectively .149 .041 .273 3.665 .000 

 
Effective implementation of 

governments’ policies 
.120 .039 .203 3.066 .002 

 

Furthermore, the result from Table 6 shows that F-value is 

6.893 showing statistically significant implying that it is 

implausible to find out that the factors built-in in the 

model do not clarify the variations obtained in students’ 

academic performance. The coefficients of decision 

making, motivation and parent’s involvement are 

significant at 5% which implies that motivation, decision 

making, and parents involvement increases students’ 

academic performance at .000, .002 and .046 level of 

significance respectively. However, government policy 

and infrastructure are also positive but not statistically 

significant, signifying a straight relationship between these 

variables and students’ academic performance. Training 

shows negative coefficients and statistically not significant 

to indicate inverse relationship to the students’ academic 

performance. 

Table 6: Binary Logistic Regression Results 

Variable name  Coefficients Standard Error T-Stat P-value 

Motivation  0.880 0.224 4.352 0.000 

Government policy 0.024 0.086 1.607 0.109 

Training -0.034 -0.041 -0.771 0.441 

Infrastructure  0.011 0.010 0.194 0.846 

Decision making 0.021 0.165 3.176 0.002 

Parents involvement 0.015 0.105 2.005 0.046 

Constant 0.150 
 

3.711 0.000 

F-value 6.893 

 

During the interview sessions, qualitative findings 

collected from respondents seem to support this view. One 

of the respondents from school A had the following views 

to say: 

 “Motivation is a critical aspect in 

improving performance since is one 

of the mechanisms that enable 

teachers and students to raise 
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interest and morale for work and 

learning. This strategy leads them to 

make efforts to improve performance 

in which can be motivated by the 

results and the rewards provided to 

them” (Interviewee, 2024). 

Another respondent also added,  

“I realized that motivation is an 

energetic mechanism which can be 

applied by school management in 

controlling teaching and learning 

activities. When you motivate your 

teachers fairly, you will witness how 

they work diligently without the need 

for coercion. Similarly, when 

students are motivated, they become 

more competitive in their classes, 

striving for higher performance to 

attain the rewards. I have personally 

implemented this approach, and the 

majority of both teachers and 

students work very diligently” 

(Interviewee, 2024). 

Students Perception on School Management in 

Ensuring Academic Performance 

In measuring students’ perceptions on the subject matter, 

the study findings (table 7) show that F-value is 4.993 

statistically significant at level .000 which allows the study 

to accept alternative hypothesis and rejecting null 

hypothesis and providing a room for further discussion and 

implying that it is reasonable to accomplish that there is 

strong evidence that students have good perceptions about 

school management strategies which influence their 

academic performance.  

Table 7: ANOVA 

Model Sum of Squares Df Mean Square F Sig. 

 

Regression 6.070 7 .867 4.993 .000 

Residual 42.030 242 .174   

Total 48.100 249    

 

Table (8) indicates 0.002 and 0.000 as significance 

responses from the participants which confirm that 

Students are eager to continue with academic achievement 

and academic competence keeps increasing. However, 

teachers and parents’ satisfaction, academic achievement 

is better strategy, meeting the set average pass mark in 

exams and satisfied with achievement in annual 

examinations are also positive but not statistically 

significant, signifying a straight relationship between these 

variables and student academic performance. Students are 

eager to continue with academic achievement and 

academic competence keeps increasing due to strongly 

school management strategies which are provided by 

school administration. Furthermore, achieving well in 

quizzes, tests and assignments shows negative coefficients 

and statistically not significant to indicate inverse 

relationship to the students’ academic performance. 

Table 8: Coefficients 

Model Unstandardized 

Coefficients 

Standardized 

Coefficients 

T Sig. 

B Std. 

Error 

Beta   

 

(Constant) -.150 .445  -.337 .737 

Satisfied with achievement in annual exams  .067 .060 .079 1.102 .272 

Achieved well in quizzes, tests and assignments  -.018 .022 -.052 -.804 .422 

I meet the set average pass mark in my exams  .048 .032 .098 1.504 .134 

Academic competence keeps increasing  .514 .106 .303 4.862 .000 

Academic achievement is better strategy .027 .132 .016 .201 .841 

Teachers and parents are satisfied  .097 .055 .156 1.784 .076 

Students’ achievement  .376 .121 .190 3.096 .002 
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IV. DISCUSSION 

This study shows that school management strategies stand 

as the backbone towards students’ academic performance 

through enhancing teachers’ professionalism. 

The study is supported by Kemenanabo, (2019) who 

revealed that management factors like payment of staff, 

provision of physical facilities and staff motivation 

influence students’ academic performance in senior 

secondary schools in a high extent. On other side 

machibya, (2017), found out that student poor academic 

performance in community secondary schools is 

influenced by school management factors including 

unequal distribution of school working staff, both teaching 

and non-teaching, poor planning, organising, and 

controlling by school management which led to poor 

supervision in teaching and learning activities. 

Furthermore, noted that poor academic performance of 

students in community secondary school is contributed by 

unavailability of quality sufficient teaching and non-

teaching staff in schools. Lack of adequate subject based 

seminars/workshops and in-service-training to teachers, 

both long term and short term is another contributing 

factor, because some of them had stayed for long time 

without any seminar, washer, workshop or even short 

course in-service-training to make them up to date with the 

new technological developments. 

In terms of teacher’s professionalism development as the 

management strategy, the study in supported by Idd and 

Kiwonde (2022) who revealed that is vital for the teachers 

to be professional in their conduct, especially, while 

dealing with students. The main objective of the teachers 

is to enhance their teaching skills within their subject areas 

in such a manner that learning and development of the 

students can be improved. Professionalism of the teachers 

is depicted primarily in the teaching-learning processes, 

instructional strategies, communication and their 

approachable attitude. When the teachers depict 

professionalism in these areas, then they are revered not 

only by the principal, staff and other teachers, but they are 

also appreciated by the students and they take pleasure in 

learning from them. There have been cases in schools, 

when teachers get upset and angry (Ngore, Ondieki & 

Wagude, 2021). This is normally due to incompletion of 

home-work assignments and deprived academic 

performance. In such cases, professionalism is depicted 

when teachers are decent in their communication. They 

should explain the consequences to the students in a calm 

manner and any kind of harsh behaviour should be 

avoided. 

The study is in line with Idd and Kiwonde (2022) who 

revealed that motivating factors tend to influence teachers’ 

commitment to their teaching and learning processes, 

therefore promoting students’ academic performance. 

Also, Johnson (2017) revealed that teachers can increase 

students’ motivation to learn while students may have an 

innate desire to learn, the external support provided by the 

teacher has a significant impact on students’ learning. The 

teacher’s role in motivation includes, creating an 

environment conducive to learning. Teacher’s roles in 

encouraging support of students’ autonomy, relevance and 

relatedness of the material increases motivation to learn. 

Furthermore the study is supported by Kalagbor, (2016) 

who revealed that effective supervision of school 

management strategies is possible if there is availability of 

school facilities and the extent they are put into use, 

friendly relationship between the teachers and students, 

prompt complaint to school teachers’ welfare needs, 

including payment of salaries, parental support, principals’ 

and teachers’ good working relationships, teachers’ 

supervision is prompt and effective, required professional 

and qualified teachers, effective utilization of lesson 

periods, teachers not engaging in deviant conducts and 

number of students in each classroom. 

If the school management strategies are directed to help 

students to understand and being able to possess the 

abilities to differentiate between what is appropriate and 

what is inappropriate their academic performance will 

increase. In that case goal-oriented students usually 

possess positive feelings regarding their school 

experiences, they possess the traits of discipline, diligence, 

and resourcefulness, tend to devote less time towards 

recreation and leisure activities (World Bank, 2018). It is 

vital for the students to possess positive thinking in terms 

of their school’s management, teachers and academic 

subjects. With positive perception, they will be able to 

dedicate themselves wholeheartedly towards learning and 

generate the desired academic outcomes. 

The study is in line with Srinivas & Venkatkrishnan, 

(2016) who revealed that school management should 

understand the student’s daily learning perception since in 

academic learning; some of the concepts are difficult to 

learn and understand in which students need support. 

When problems and difficulties are experienced by the 

students, then they need to obtain assistance from school 

management and teachers. When students are unable to 

achieve the desired grades, then instead of getting angry on 

them, the school management, teachers and parents need to 

make provisional help and assistance. They should 

motivate the students and encourage them to do well in 

future. Thus, school management need to understand 

student’s weaknesses and help them.  
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V. CONCLUSION 

The students’ academic performance in any secondary 

school set up depends primarily on the proper orientation 

of school management strategies. The findings showed 

that when school promote good teachers’ payment, teacher 

professional development, democratic decision-making 

system as management strategies leads to increase 

students’ academic performance. It has been evidenced 

that when school management apply a strategy of 

paradigm shift system such as take necessary actions leave 

decisions to be made by teachers, solving problems in 

cooperation and not interfering good decisions creates a 

room for all stakeholders to take active part on matters 

concerning the students’ academic performance prosperity. 

Furthermore, in terms of student’s perception, if school 

management strategies focus on involving students in 

some matters concerning academic progress, becomes an 

approach which makes students regard decisions made for 

them is good for their performance but not night mare. So, 

the strategy made them to be an author of their academic 

destiny by being involved in implementation of school 

management strategies. 

  

RECOMMENDATIONS 

In terms of school administrative perspective school 

management revise the pedagogy system which ensures 

Motivates to both teachers and students, plans are 

effectively, governments’ policies are maintained so as to 

pre-determine the positive output in the education system 

in terms of students’ academic performance. While 

implementing planned management strategies, school 

management should consider that stakeholders have their 

own private interests and goals to pursue or defend, and as 

a result, need to be given effective structures and an 

enabling environment to follow such pursuits without 

hindrance as the result students’ academic performance 

will be enhanced. Government policy makers should 

enhance the application of participatory ways in 

implementation of school management strategies in order 

to accelerate the implementation of different strategies 

concerning development and improvement of students’ 

academic performance 
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Abstract 

The aim of this study is to unfold the factors influencing the strained love relationships with the effects of such relationships as 

reflected in The God of Small Things by Arundhati Roy. Every relationship depends on love, affection, respect, compromise, 

sacrifice, mutual understanding, needs and communication. Love is an intense feeling of deep affection by one for another. So, 

the idea of love or love relationship is not limited within conjugal relationship. The term “strained” indicates an atmosphere 

or situation or relationship which is not relaxed or comfortable. In this novel, the relationships between siblings, between 

parents and children, between the lovers, and the society and the individuals are somehow strained. Somehow the 

misconceptions of society, age old prejudices, discriminatory attitudes towards the children, deprivation of equal human rights, 

miscellaneous political practice, and social taboo are responsible for the distortion of relationships. Papachi, Mammachi, 

Chacko, Ammu, Estha, Rahel, Baby Kocchamma and Velutha suffer from strained relationships, especially love relationship. 

The long term effect of disordered relationship can be observed in the characters of Estha and Rahel. The Ipe family is broken 

for the chaotic connection among the family members. The study has used the theories of psychoanalysis, feminism, Marxism 

etcetera. 

Keywords— Consequence, discrimination, familial bonding, love, relationship, social taboo 

 

I. INTRODUCTION 

Arundhati Roy is a renowned figure in 

contemporary south Asian literature in English. In her 

masterpiece, The God of Small Things, she criticizes the 

notions of gender, caste and human relationships among the 

citizens of Indian state, Kerala. The novel is set in a village 

namely Ayemenem. The inhabitants of the state are highly 

conservative towards each other because of their rigid love 

laws. They do not consider human values as the basis of 

developing any relationship. They are strict in their 

centuries old rules of dealing with the human beings distinct 

from one another. Such an effect of this social customs can 

be found vividly in the lives of the twin siblings in the novel 

namely Estha and Rahel. Their mental and physical growth 

is disrupted by the love laws of the society. The primary 

concern of this study is to analyze the love relationships 

which are strained in some ways among the characters with 

the causes and effects of these relationships. 

In this novel, Roy deals with the traditional and historical 

aspects of Indian State of Kerela. She focuses on the societal 

injustices, miss-conceptions and oppressions like caste 

system or class distinction, gender discrimination, political 

humiliation, degradation of human relationship and so on. 

Arundhati Roy does not only present these societal diseases 

but also holds her pen against these. Ammu, Velutha, Estha, 

Rahel, Mamachi are the victims of the discriminating social 

system of caste, selection of gender and laws of love. 

Throughout the novel the novelist portrays how the society 

is infected with these centuries old inhuman customs. Estha 

and Rahel badly suffer from their childhood to their 

adulthood for these maltreatments of the society. Finding no 

support from the family or a trustworthy and safe society 

they reach a drastic level of relationship. All sorts of 

relationships suffered in this book. The characters undergo 

unaccomplished, ineffective, and hopeless relationships 

with their nearest one. There are theories to support the 
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ideas. This study develops through the well-known theories 

of Marxism, Feminism, and Psychoanalysis. 

The principal objective of this discussion is to search out the 

most tempting factors behind the strained love relationships 

in Arundhati Roy’s The God of Small Things. There are 

some variables that affect the relationships in this novel. 

The relationship between Mammachi and Pappachi is not 

normal because of Pappachi’s careless nature and his 

rudeness to Mammachi. The relationship between Ammu 

and Chacko loses its affectionate attachment because of the 

discriminatory treatments between the female child and the 

male child by their parents. Besides, Ammu’s 

disillusionment with her husband and irresponsible attitude 

of Baba are responsible to destroy their conjugal 

relationship. Ammu and Velutha’s relationship cannot grow 

into maturity in the face of the social border based on caste. 

Again, Baby Kocchamma’s attraction for the Irish priest 

fails for the religious boundary. Even the children-parents 

relationship between Vellya Paapen and Velutha seem 

vulnerable in the face of man-made sense of inferiority 

complex. Finally, all the issues influence the twins in such 

way that they feel incomplete and a kind of identity crisis 

without each other, which lead the most lovable relationship 

between Eastha and Rahel into the incestuous one. 

Another focus of this study is to analyze the effects of the 

strained love relationships in this novel. Ammu suffers from 

the bondless relationship between her parents. She was 

tortured physically with her mother by her father. Chacko 

wants to grab the share or partnership of Ammu from their 

family possessions with the sense of gender consciousness. 

The breakdown of the conjugal relationship between Ammu 

and Baba wounds the callow minds of Estha and Rahel. 

Baby Kocchamma’s unrequited love turns her into 

passionless, rude and lonely. Her rudeness affects the twins. 

And the lives of Ammu, Estha and Rahel have faced a 

tremendous change as the consequence of the relationship 

between Ammu and Velutha. 

Roy obliquely indicates the possible solution to the 

problems regarding the distortion of relationships. The 

presentation of the issues of discriminations in this novel 

seeks for the appeals of humanity and the necessity of 

implementation of equal human rights as the most suited 

solution of such disorder of situation. If everyone tried to 

ensure the basic human rights equally for all, no 

discrimination would take place. Everyone should have the 

right to enjoy the identity of their own. As man is a rational 

being, every human being with their different genders, 

religions, castes or other categories should be treated 

rationally. 

 

 

II. REVIEW OF LITERATURE 

There have been a number of works on different 

aspects of Arundhati Roy’s The God of Small Things. Some 

acknowledged ideas of the authors are explored below in the 

form of paraphrase. 

Jersey Zheng in his article entitled “A Reading on The God 

of Small Things and Wide Sargasso Sea through the 

Hybridity Theory” discusses from Homi K. Bhaba’s point 

of view that in  

“The God of Small Things, the story’s 

setting is in Ayemenem which is a small 

village in the southwestern Indian state of 

Kerela, as well as, a meeting-point 

between European and Indian cultures. 

Thus it displays the hybridity 

characteristic in the language, culture and 

regions”. (p. 2) 

Besides, Deepa K. and Dr. P. Nagarai comment in their 

article entitled “Stylistics Aspects of Arundhati Roy’s The 

God of Small Things” that the novel is not written in a 

chronological order. The structure of the work is full of facts 

and reality faced by the characters. Arundhati Roy is a 

gifted Indian novelist in the art of writing. Roy is an author 

of varied taste.  

In “Ramification of Infidelity in Arundhati Roy’s The God 

of Small Thing”, Nirmala Kumari V. and Dr. K.K. Sunalini 

describe, 

“In the novel, the writer breaks the 

regular sequence of events and allows 

them to the sad fate of Ammu shared by 

her two eggs twins Rahel and Estha. The 

theme of doomed love between Ammu, 

the Syrian Christian, Velutha, the 

untouchable paravan is presented in post-

modern form. It is frequently praised for 

its sensitivity to social injustice and its 

feminist politics, saying who is to be 

loved by whom, how much and how little 

less. Here, we can see how a woman’s 

self-desires to cross the existing rules of 

the society.” (p. 1) 

 Moreover, Kitipong Metharattanakorn narrates in “Discuss 

Roy’s Presentation of History and Realities in The God of 

Small Things”, 

“Arundhati Roy’s The God of Small 

Things is one of many representations of 

history revealing the inconsistency of 

history and presenting a new method to 

perceive it. The novel can be anything the 

individuals want to see or like it to be. 
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Small things might be the habitual 

situation of everyday life that people 

never notice. Likely, the death of Velutha 

is forgotten when time flies. No one 

notices it. “God” may be the social 

contexts like rules and orders of society 

that control and dominate people’s lives. 

In short, death of Velutha is a micro thing 

that expands the macro scale of Indian 

social structure. Like Velutha, all 

individuals are small things that are 

controlled by big thing like God, fate, 

history, society, or whatever they want to 

define it.” (p. 3) 

Furthermore, in the essay entitled “Better to Have Love & 

Love Laws: A Psychic Rapprochement of Subjectivity & 

Symbolic Dispossession in The God of Small Things”, the 

essayist speaks about the violent consequence of the gap 

between self and other. 

 

III. DEFINITIONS OF THE KEY TERMS 

3.1 Identity crisis 

Identity crisis is the notion of loss that goes 

profound in colonial and postcolonial writings. The loss of 

a past, a culture, a customs is the catastrophe which marks 

the lives of the colonized people. It is equally the loss that 

hints the loss of individuality for the postcolonial people. 

When it is true that the fight for identity is widespread 

struggle, the postcolonial identity is undoubtedly a struggle 

with extenuating circumstances. The study of colonial and 

postcolonial writings innately encompasses with the 

reading of identity. Identity develops an overpowering 

emotive vigor in the person’s lifespan that begins to drive 

every single action. Identity crisis is the quandary of 

emerging a rational individuality afterwards the colonial 

rule. 

3.2 Alienation 

Alienation suggests the condition or experience of 

being separated from a group to which one should belong. 

Alienation is typically a problematic separation from 

something. Social isolation can be defined as a form of 

individual torment deeply interwoven in the social 

organization. 

3.3 Hybridity 

Hybridity means the blending of cultures 

occurring at the intersection of colonizers and colonized. It 

is the most extensively engaged and disputed terms in post-

colonial theory. It generally means to the formation of new 

transcultural forms.  

3.4 Subalternism 

Subalternism is a sub-set of postcolonial studies. 

“Subaltern” means dispossessed individual. In other words, 

subalterns are the indigenous or lower-caste people. Gayatri 

Chakravorty Spivak, in her “Can Subaltern Speak?” defines 

“subaltern” as those who fit to the third world countries. It 

is impossible for them to speak out as they are separated by 

sexual category, class, social group, region, religious 

conviction and other narratives. These dissections do not 

permit them to arise in union. Now it refers to the person 

belonging to the minor by means of various categories.  

3.5 Love Relationship 

  Love denotes to the feeling of solid fascination and 

passionate connection. It is a risk which can cause a great 

pain or it can heal into a kind of habit which may not be 

remained love. It is a kind of unselfish, loyal and benevolent 

concern for the welfare of others. It indicates the 

compassionate and affectionate actions towards others. In 

its various forms, love performs as a key organizer of 

personal and social relationships. The forms and the ranges 

of love differ from person to person. For instance, the love 

of parents towards their children is different from the love 

form between the spouses. Both are the two forms of love. 

A sense of love can assure the deepness in every 

relationship. Love can make any bonding stronger both in 

the case of social and familial or of public and personal 

relationships. The forms of love are varied for the types of 

relationships. Both Greek and Modern philosophers identify 

several forms of love based on the nature of relationship 

such as familial love, platonic love, romantic love, love for 

the divine, unrecompensed love, infatuated love etcetera. 

The concept of love is related to the context of relationship. 

 

IV. CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK 

 The study is partially related with the theories of, 

Marxism, feminism, psychoanalysis, colonialism, 

postcolonialism. 

    4.1 Psychoanalytic theory 

The concept of psychoanalysis is interlinked with 

literature. It investigates the interaction of conscious and 

unconscious elements of human mind. 

Sigmund Freud established psychoanalytic principles. 

Psychoanalysis aims at resolving the psychological 

problems known as disorder or dysfunction. It focuses on 

patterns of behavior. Psychoanalysis can help anyone in 

better understand of human behavior. 

Freud’s introduces the unconscious part of human mind 

beyond its conscious part. He unfolds its decisive role in 

human life. Unconsciousness indicates the idea of 
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repression. In other word, it is such conflict which remain 

unresolved. It can be an un-admitted wish, or nocuous past 

experiences. Freud works on the concept of dream. Dream 

is processed by real incidents.  

If we look through the lens of psychoanalysis, we easily find 

individual with a psychological history which commences 

through the experiences of his childhood in the family and 

his adult behavior is the outcome of that childhood familial 

experience. 

4.2 Marxism 

The German philosopher, Karl Marx and the 

German sociologist, Friedrich Engels were the joint 

founders of this thought. Its intention is to bring an 

undivided society. According to this theory, economy is the 

motive behind all activities such as education, government, 

religion, science, philosophy, technology, media, the arts, 

and so on. Economy is the base of every superstructure. It 

describes most of the mortal deeds in relations of the 

circulation and underlying forces of financial power. 

From Marxist perspectives, “socioeconomic factors divide 

people between those who control the world’s natural, 

economic and human resources and the proletariat, the 

majority of the world’s people who live in substandard 

conditions performing the manual labor”. Unluckily, those 

the proletariats are habitually the last to identify this 

circumstance. They typically allow dissimilarities in 

religious conviction, race, culture, or sexual category to 

discrete them into combatant blocs that undertake minute or 

not any communal alteration. Few Marxists trust that 

proletariats will one day instinctively improve the 

awareness required to rise up in ferocious rebellion against 

their tyrants and build an equal sphere. 

For Marxism, an ideology exposes through the exercise and 

idea of class conflict. For example, capitalism, 

communalism, nationalism, religious belief, ethical 

systems, humanism, green politics and forecasting are all 

ideologies. Marxism is a non-suppressive viewpoint. Its 

mechanism is to mark us persistently conscious of the 

means by which we are products of factual/chronological 

surroundings and of the exploitive dogmas that assist to 

make us sightless to this fact in order to keep us submissive. 

From a Marxist perspective, classicism, for instance, is a 

belief that connects one’s worth as a social being by means 

of the societal status to which one fits. As of classist point 

of view, persons at the top of the societal scale are certainly 

grander to the folks underneath them: those at the topmost 

are extra clever, additionally accountable, more reliable, 

extra virtuous, and so on. Persons at the lowermost of the 

collective scale, it follows, are indeed indolent, and 

unreliable. Therefore, it is accurate and ordinary that 

persons from the utmost societal class should grasp all the 

sites of supremacy and management for the reason that they 

are certainly appropriate to such roles and are the only ones 

who can be trusted to execute them appropriately. 

According to Karl Marx, Religion is “the opiate of the 

masses”. It is a system that aids to keep the faithful deprived 

pleased with their lives, or in any case accepting of it. The 

enquiry of God’s presence is not the vital concern for 

Marxist; rather, whatever human beings do in God’s name– 

structured religion – is the concentration. For instance, 

while various Christian religious clusters work to feed, 

clothe, household and even train the underprivileged, the 

pious tenets that are distributed along with the foodstuff and 

clothing encompass the belief that the deprived, if they 

retain on non-violent, will discover their prize in paradise. 

4.3 Feminism 

Feminism is a set of belief that defend women’s 

personal, economic, social and political rights. Recognizing 

patriarchy, violence against women, equal rights both of 

men and women are the primary concern of feminism. 

Traditional gender roles justify successfully the inequalities 

between man and woman. Women are generally excluded 

from the access of leading and the position of decision-

maker. Even today, women earn lower wages than men in 

the similar job. 

This novel indicates the parallel structure of 

domination between colonial history and the history of 

oppression in the state of Kerala. The afflictions of the 

women can be noticed only due to their biological identity 

as a female. Political humiliation is highly noticed in the 

male-treatment of the members of the Communist party 

with Velutha. The main events and the relationships are 

affected by the psychic instability of the characters. 

 

V. THE CAUSES AND EFFECTS OF THE 

STRAINED LOVE RELATIONSHIPS IN 

THE GOD OF SMALL THINGS 

The story of The God of Small Things rounds 

around the village namely Ayemenem in the State of Kerela 

in India. Ipe family lives in there. Papachi and Mamachi are 

the head of Ipe family. They are not happy in their conjugal 

life. Papachi beats Mamachi. Ammu and Chacko are their 

two children. Chacko goes to Oxford for higher study where 

he involves himself with Margaret. He does not keep regular 

contact with his family except when he feels the need of 

money. He marries Margaret. Their marriage does not work 

successfully. They have one child namely Sophie Mol. On 

the other hand, Ammu does not get the chance to go outside 

of Ayemenem for the purpose of higher study. There is no 

peace in between her parents. Ammu wants to get rid of her 

family. So, Ammu has married Baba hurriedly when she has 
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been introduced with Baba. Soon she has been disillusioned 

with her husband. Baba is an alcoholic. Once he has forced 

Ammu into sleeping with his boss. Where there is no self-

respect, there is no love. That’s why Ammu has left her 

husband and settled back in Ayemenem with her twins: 

Estha and Rahel. After divorce Ammu comes back to her 

Ayemenem house “unwelcomed” by her family. The 

society does not take back their married girls. Even the 

family members take the married girls who are rejected 

from their husbands as burden. Here, she develops an affair 

with an Untouchable handyman, Velutha. Velutha has a 

close relationship with Ipe family, particularly with Estha 

and Rahel. For this, Ammu has been banished from her own 

house. Baby Kochamma is the aunt of Ammu and Chacko; 

and the grandaunt of the twins. Baby Kochamma lives in 

their Ayemenem house as she is a spinster. Baby 

Kochamma possesses a vengeful and tactful personality. 

After inculpating Velutha of raping Ammu Baby 

Kochamma forces Estha to confirm it. After he is accused 

of raping and kidnapping the children, the police strikes 

Velutha almost to death. Both Ammu and Chacko’s 

marriage didn’t work successfully. In 1993, Rahel came to 

Ayemenem again from America to meet Estha. At the end 

of the novel, Roy indicates an incestuous physical intimacy 

between the siblings. 

5.1 The Nature of Love Relationships in The God of Small 

Things 

All the characters of the novel break the rules of 

love and the rules of the society. They all are infected with 

the laws regarding who should be loved and how should be 

loved and how much. Ammu and Velutha die because of 

their love relationship. Ammu has been banished for 

involving herself in an extra marital relationship with 

Velutha who belongs to the untouchable caste.  

 The twins also involve themselves in an unnatural physical 

interaction at the end of this novel. In some conventional 

way, one can look at it as incest but the way the novel 

describes, it seems really a sharing of an immense grief and 

an unimaginable sense of loss and isolation. They try to heal 

the wounds that both of them had in some terrible ways. 

Sometimes it does shock the people. 

Again, Navomi Ipe is the sister of Papachi. She is called as 

Baby Kochamma. In her young age, she felt an attraction 

for a young Irish priest namely Father Mulligan. In order to 

be intimate with him, Baby Kocchamma had converted had 

joined a monkery.  Eventually she cognized that her 

determination did not bring her close to Mulligan whom she 

loved. Because of Kocchamma’s unreturned love for Father 

Mulligan, she stayed spinster becoming severely resentful 

over time. 

And, the relationship between Ammu and Chacko is not 

appreciable. Ammu seems to be the competitor of Chacko. 

Chacko wants to win over the rights of Ammu as a family 

member. As he is the only son of his family and Ammu is 

the female child, Chacko thinks himself as the owner of all 

of properties of their family. He does seize the ownership of 

Paradise Pickles Factory and treats Ammu as a worker 

similar to others. Ammu becomes a part of the proletariat 

similar to the other factory workers in the eyes of his 

brother. Chacko does not become sympathetic to his sister. 

The narrator captures Chacko’s annoyance, “ ‘Are they my 

responsible?’ He said that Ammu and Estha and Rahel were 

millstones around his neck.” (85) He does not think twice 

before banishing his sister from Ayemenem. Thus the 

bonding between these two siblings does not run normally. 

Conjugal relationships are not comfortable. Love, respect, 

pleasure, mutual understanding, compromise, 

responsibility, care, sympathy etcetera are the common 

aspects in both social and familial relationship which are 

absent in the relationships between Ammu and Baba, 

Mammachi and Pappachi, and Chacko and Margaret. 

5.2 The Factors behind Such Disordered Relationships with 

Their Effects 

5.2.1 Discriminatory attitudes towards children 

Ammu is always deprived of his necessary care 

and concern for her by her parents. Chacko gets whatever 

he wants. Both Ammu and Chacko are the siblings. Their 

parents treat them with different eyes. Ammu in all stages 

of her life is neglected by her family. As a child, she suffers 

from the unhappy relationship between her parents. In her 

childhood, her father used to beat Ammu due to his rage on 

her mother. Even, Mamachi shows discriminatory attitudes 

towards Ammu. She gives less priority to Ammu. 

Mammachi loves Chacko more because once he prevents 

Pappachi from beating her. Even being born in higher class 

family, Ammu tolerates the humiliation like an 

Untouchable. She with her twins endures such biased 

attitude, “Though Ammu, Estha and Rahel were allowed to 

attend the funeral, they were made to stand separately, not 

with rest of the family. Nobody would look at them.”(5) 

That is why she feels losing the familial bonding.  

She is punished for having an illicit relationship with 

Velutha. On the contrary, Chacko enjoys the advantages of 

the poor female workers of the factory. The sexual 

contemplations of Chacko and that of Ammu have not been 

justified in the same way by the family members. Chacko 

tries to take advantage of the poor female workers of 

Paradise Pickles Factory. He habitually feels pleasure to see 

them in their home. Regardless of reproving extramarital 

interaction of Ammu, it confirms a part in their house for 

Chacko. Mammachi has provided the access for Chacko’s 
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mistresses in a separate part of the house so that Mammachi 

can overlook them while they come into the house. And, to 

veil this treacherous entertainment Mammachi’s only 

explanation for compliant this behavior from Chacko is that 

she can simply approve the necessities of males who have a 

desire. The narrator describes, 

“Mammachi nor Baby Kochamma saw 

any contradiction between Chacko’s 

Marxist mind and feudal libido. They 

only worried about the Naxalites, who 

had been known to force men from Good 

Families to marry servant girls whom 

they had made pregnant.” (168)  

Ammu is scolded by her own family members, where 

Chacko is forgiven by the family members for doing the 

same thing. The members of Ipe family do not consider 

Ammu’s condition. Family members do not bother about 

Chacko’s relationship with Margaret, even when he gets 

divorced from Margaret. No one of the family pays heed to 

this matter. But Ammu as a divorcee becomes an unwanted 

member of Ayemenem house. 

The treatment to Sophie Mol and the treatment to the twins 

are different by the people of Ipe family. Even the twins are 

scolded by the servant of their house. One night Estha and 

Rahel were jumping on the bed and playing Julius Caesar 

in the room where Kochu Maria was sleeping on the floor. 

The humiliation and the maltreatment by Kochu Maria to 

the children can be seen with the voice of the narrator, “‘Tell 

your mother to take you to your father’s house’, ... ‘There 

you can break as many beds as you like. These aren’t your 

beds. This isn’t your house.’” (83) 

5.2.2 Deprivation of Human Rights 

The God of Small Things is knitted around the 

contexture of human classification that has been going on 

for several centuries. Because of social classifications and 

hierarchy among the society, all the inhabitants of 

Ayemenem do not have the chance to enjoy all basic human 

rights. Some suffer for their lower social class based on 

monetary value, some for lower social caste, some for social 

customs and some for religious bindings. Every species has 

the right to live and live with respect. The novel embraces 

the poor exploited and socially disallowed folks of the 

Kerala society. They are eccentrics, outcastes, factory 

workforces and low-caste people. The female, the children, 

and the untouchable are the prisoners of the institutions of 

the society with meager degree of freedom. 

In The God of Small Things, Roy portrays how human 

separate the mortal and become inhuman towards them in 

excuse of caste system, in Indian society, particularly in the 

state of Kerela. Despite constitutional watchwords, the 

democratic India is still ruled by four-class system which is 

Brahmins, the revered priest caste; the Kshatriya associated 

with warfare; the Vaisya engaged in commerce and Sudra 

assigned for menial tasks and the ‘outcaste’ or the ‘ 

untouchable’ exist at the lower section of the Sudra group. 

Roy draws the pictures of those ‘untouchable’ of the society 

who are known as ‘Paravan’ in this novel.  

Besides, the constitution of India abolished the 

‘untouchability’ and its practice in any form but ironically 

the system still continues in some parts of India due to the 

deep-rooted prejudice of some people well placed in society 

and their fear of losing their supremacy. The values and 

customs of different religions have been merged with one 

another. In such way, the lower caste untouchable followers 

of Hindu religion have also been treated with the same 

standard by the Syrian Christian even after becoming the 

convert to Christianity. In the words of the narrator,  

“When the British came to Malabar, a 

number of Paravans, Pelayas and 

Pulayas’s (among them Velutha’s 

grandfather, Kelen) converted to 

Christianity and joined the Anglican 

Church to escape the scourage of 

Untouchablity.” (74) 

Though the poor untouchables become Christians to get rid 

of the social hatred, they are marginalized and subordinated. 

There are three characters namely Kuttapen and Velutha; 

and their father Vellya Pappen, belong to the category of 

untouchable. They represent the ‘dalits’ in this novel. 

Throughout the novel we find that the services of these 

Paravans are entertained in every short of necessity by the 

Ipe family or by the society, though the Paravans are not 

allowed to enter into the house of the touchable. 

“Mammachi didn’t encourage him to enter the house 

(except when she needed something mended or installed).” 

(77) The Paravans were not permitted to tread on the 

common streets, likely to the crawl towards the back with a 

sweeper, sweeping away their footmarks so that the higher 

castes would not pollute themselves by treading into 

Paravan’s footprints. The Paravans were not permitted to 

unmusk their mouths when they talked, to distract their vile 

inhalation away from persons whom they spoken. Even in 

the novel, the people of that society don’t think of a 

common school for all children from all castes. “Mamachi 

persuaded Velutha Pappen to send him to the 

‘Untouchables’ School that her father-in-low, Punnyan 

Kunju, had founded.” (74)  

Moreover, the author draws an inhuman outcome of the 

injustice in the name of caste through Velutha’s character. 

In all walks of life, he suffers stock scorn and segregation 

of the upper caste people. The society regards him as 

inferior. His skills go unevaluated. He is an unparalleled as 
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a carpenter, as a mechanic and also as an engineer. Velutha 

used to make little wooden toys for Ammu and as 

untouchable, he had placed them in her outstretched hand 

without any touch. He is more conscious about his duty to 

the working class than his caste, though the workers of 

Paradise Pickles belong to the ‘touchable’ sniff at Velutha.  

According to them Paravans cannot be carpenters. This 

Paravan boy disregarded social rules in favor of love. For 

this he had to pay very dearly. Though everyone knew that 

Sophie Mol’s death was an accident, he was falsely 

implicated. Even Velutha was referred to as ‘Dr. Velutha’ 

by Kochamma when her garden cherub’s silver was fixed 

by him, didn’t think twice before making such cruel plan 

against him. He was a committed worker of the Communist 

Party but when he was arrested, the Marxist Party never 

stood beside him. The police feel little remorse for brutally 

beating him to death, because he was an ‘untouchable’. 

Papacchi beats Mammachi in his bad mood. Mammachi 

cannot enjoy the equal human rights. She has no power to 

offer her own opinion, though she is financially 

independent. She has no freedom of choice. Papachi does 

not pay respect to Mamachi as his better-half. If he 

considered his wife as a human being similar to himself and 

treated her with respect, they might be happy in their 

conjugal life. Wives or girls do not get the opportunity of 

equal human rights to the husbands or boys. Similarly, she 

had no right to protect her dignity. It seems that the dignities 

of the wives are the possession of the husbands achieved 

through the formal institutions like marriage. If the people 

of the society did not make border between the inhabitants, 

no class-based victimization would happen. 

5.2.3 Psychological alienation 

Several painful separation can be found in this 

novel. The term psychology looks through the human mind 

and behavior. It interprets all facets of human experience. 

Man is a physical and psychological combination. 

Psychology is an indissoluble object one’s personality. We 

can see the physical attack but the mental wounds are 

invisible to us. Each humiliation affects us psychologically. 

Thus anyone suffers from psychological problems. The 

external variant like society, caste, community, creed, and 

culture always control person’s psychological arena. A set 

of biased social belief have taken away the sense of home 

for Ammu, Rahel and Estha. Their house becomes a prison 

for them.  

Detachment of one causes attraction to another. Similarly, 

Ammu is detached of her family members, there grows an 

appeal in her mind for Velutha. The psychology of the 

children is the most affected figure in this novel. Estha and 

Rahel grow facing the worst criticism from the society 

owing to their mother. They become demoralized with the 

scorn pouring on them. Roy presents the traumatic 

experiences of past of the characters through flashback. 

None can understand the children properly. Children’s 

psychology largely depends on the psychological state of 

the parents, especially the mother. For instance, the novel 

points out how the twins feel after sexual humiliation of 

Ammu in front of the twins by the police officer at the police 

station, “Her face was set like stone, but the tears welled up 

in her eyes and ran down her rigid cheeks. It made the twins 

sick with fear.” (8) 

The novel shows how small issues like behaviour can affect 

our life. Their continuous separation from the family 

members particularly from their parents disrupts the natural 

growth of Eastha and Rahel. They suffer from lack of 

parental love, disturbed infancy. Ammu was made to send 

Estha back to their father. His transfer from one place to 

another makes an identity crisis for Estha. In the words of 

the story teller, “And now, twenty-three years later, their 

father had re-Returned Estha. He had sent him back to 

Ayemenem with a suitcase and a letter.” (9) Moreover, such 

frequent separation from a near one can make Estha lonely. 

That is why he becomes quite. He was in trauma from his 

very childhood which made him dumb. As if he withdraws 

himself from this world. “Slowly, over the years, Estha 

withdrew from the world. He grew accustomed to the 

uneasy octopus that lived inside him and squired its inky 

tranquillizer on his past.” (12)  

 

This isolation commonly demonstrates in immoral bonds 

and actions. Isolation from their identities leads to a 

desperate quest for their individuality. Estha and Rahel are 

stooped to one another because they can express their pain 

and oppression. They consider themselves as a single entity. 

They have found themselves alienated. They have no one 

except each other. It seems that they carry the same soul in 

two bodies. Both social and familial negligence make them 

to perceive in such way. As the narrator unfolds, 

“In those early amorphous years when 

memory had only just begun, when life 

was full of Beginnings and no Ends, and 

Everything was For Ever, Esthappen and 

Rahel thought of themselves together as 

Me, and separately, individually, as We 

or Us. As though they were a rare breed 

of Siamese twins, physically separate, but 

with joint identities.” (2) 

5.2.4 Social taboo 

The patriarchal hegemony, discriminatory glance 

and suppression can be found in the name of values. Extra-

marital relationship for a woman is thought as a social taboo 

in the patriarchal society. According to them, a married 
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woman should not come back forever from her husband’s 

house. They should try to adjust with their husbands. In this 

novel, despite being born in a higher class family, Ammu is 

humiliated by the family members and the society for her 

extra-marital relationship like the untouchable or the 

proletariat. After the death her dead body is rejected by the 

Church for her groundbreaking action towards the social 

taboo. “The Church refused to bury Ammu. On several 

counts. So, Chacko hired a van to transport the body to the 

electric crematorium”. (162) 

Velutha disrespects the biased society by transgressing its 

various boundaries.  By making an extra marital 

relationship with Ammu, the offspring of a touchable 

family, he violates their traditional social rules. This so-

called untouchable does not behave like an untouchable 

which he is supposed to do. “They were made to have 

separate churches, with separate services, and separate 

Pariah Bishop.” (74) Even, his own father worries about his 

stepping out of bounds. At one stage, the relationship 

between Velutha and his father becomes unusual when his 

father offers Mammachi to kill Velutha. “He offered to kill 

his son with his own bare hands.” (78)As everyone knows 

that subaltern, cannot move higher toward the social 

hierarchy. They don’t make their voice hark.  

Again, the inhabitants follow the laws of love about who 

should be loved and how should be loved or how much. 

Everyone should keep his or her class, caste, religion, in 

mind when one wants to love someone. But both the little 

Estha and Rahel are very close to Velutha. They have a kind 

of friendship among them. Finally, the conscious intimacy 

between the siblings is the threat to the social set up. When 

there is no barrier of caste, religion, class and the twins feel 

them the single being, there is no problem to love. So, 

according to the rules of the society, they can love each 

other. The so-called love laws of the society should not have 

any problem with sexual or physical intercourse between 

the siblings. 

5.2.5 Blemishing Political Situation 

The defected political groups like Communist 

political party can be noticed as the responsible issue for the 

social disorder in this novel in some way. K. N. M. Pillai 

does not take the responsibility of the other members of the 

party. He is one of the leaders of Communist Party of 

Ayemenem. He speaks for the betterment and the rights of 

all the deprived, poor, lower caste inhabitants of that area. 

On the contrary, his activities or actions are not supportive 

always to the deprived and not against the suppression, 

oppression or the deprivation. K. Comrade K. N. M. Pillai 

engages himself more for his own benefits than that of the 

other members of their Party. In expression of the narrator 

of The God of Small Things, 

“Comrade Pillai told Inspector Thomas 

Mathew that he was acquainted with 

Velutha, but omitted to mention that 

Velutha was a member of the Communist 

Party, or that Velutha had knocked on his 

door late the previous night, which made 

Comrade Pillai the last person to have 

seen Velutha before he disappeared.” 

(262) 

Again, Inspector Thomas Mathew does not try to 

investigate the case of Velutha who is a committed member 

of Communist Party and a true victim of the class based 

society of the bourgeois. He does not act like a true 

Congress man. Even, he proves the biased nature of 

Communism in Ayemenem. The narrator of the novel 

highlights the irresponsible nature of the police, 

“It was crucial for him to know whether 

the Paravan had any political support or 

whether he was operating alone. Though 

he himself was a Congress man, he did 

not intend to risk any run-ins with the 

Marxist Government.” (262) 

 

VI. CONCLUSION 

Arundhati Roy is known world-wide for her 

successful writings like The God of Small Things.  It is not 

about a single issue. The Novel is not only about the small 

things rather it is about the connection from the small things 

to the biggest things. It reflects how the strained 

relationships affect the individuals to the society and how 

the discriminatory issues of caste and gender stir up both 

social and familial relationships. She does not only depict 

the social set up of miss-judgment regarding relationships, 

gender and caste-system but also resist frequently against 

these. As a Paravan, the representation of Velutha with 

divine qualities, the relationship or intimacy between 

Ammu and Velutha; finally the drastic intimacy between the 

siblings are nothing but the slap on the face of the inhuman 

social customs. In The God of Small Things, Arundhati Roy 

shows how love and human relationships are meaningless 

and helpless in the face of the cruel, unsocial and inhuman 

norms of the society. The presentation of mistreatments 

regarding the caste and gender throughout the novel is 

pathetic and raises questions about humanity. Through the 

story of discriminations regarding caste and gender Roy 

shows the psychological damage and destructions of human 

relationships. The caste system is the system of man-made 

stratification into the society. It presents the repression of 

the people who are lower in caste-system. Roy’s 

presentations of caste system, the treatment towards the 
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Paravans, their responses and the ultimate circumstance 

raise a sense of affliction and accuse humanity.  

Both the love and liberty are suppressed because of the 

society biased of caste and gender issues. Caste-

consciousness is so pervasive in Indian society that the so-

called ‘pure’ and the ‘high’ try all sorts of tactics to show 

off their superiority as the people with the Ipe family 

successfully ruin the life of Velutha in this novel. Ammu 

and Velutha, the male and the female protagonists of the 

novel are the nastiest sufferers of gender role and caste 

discriminations. The customary faith of women and the 

caste construction of culture are organized by the great 

priests of a bourgeoisie class who wish to preserve the social 

order in its discipline. They have to make love in 

accordance to the laws set by the society. The emotions, 

feelings and expressions are restricted by their customs. The 

most terrible thing is that a man cannot touch other human 

being only because of the caste attributed on him. Again, all 

of such social routine regarding caste, class, familial and 

social relationship, and love laws are different for women. 

The life of a woman is considered a public affair. The rules 

and customs are imposed forcefully on the female. In order 

to do justice to the age old social regulations, the society 

confidently performs injustice to the female inhabitants of 

that society. The characters of Ammu, Mammachi, Baby 

Kocchamma, the female workers of Paradise Pickles 

Factory are the victims of such discrimination. How much 

the women synthesize the age old discriminations that they 

even cannot understand the mal-treatment and diminish of 

basic rights as a human being all the time. 

 The God of Small Things is a fabulous novel of Arundhati 

Roy. The complications of South Asian identities and 

affiliation are at the temperament of this novel. Characters 

such as Ammu, Veluth, Rahel and Estha are a kind of 

rootless in their social settings. They seek both for love and 

identity. That is why they habitually select to go out of the 

orthodox of social life. No character finds fulfillment of any 

sort. The assurance of equal human rights for all, humanity 

and love may alleviate such social and psychological 

iniquities.  
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